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Advertisements  of  employers  and  assistants  can  be 
received  by  us  np  to  the  first  post  on  Friday  mornings,  and 
will  be  inserted  in  the  current  week's  issue. 


The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1888,  is  now 
being  prepared.  It  will  be  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
permanent  of  the  series,  and  will  certainly  far  exceed  the 
circulation  of  any  preceding  issue.  Advertisements  to  appear 
in  this  book  should  be  sent  in  at  once. 


The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia,  published 
monthly  at  our  Melbourne  office,  can  be  supplied  to  sub- 
scribers outside  Australasia  at  5s.  per  annum,  payable  in 
advance,  and  commencing  at  any  date.  Chemists  interested 
in  the  drug  trade  and  the  pharmaceutical  affairs  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies  will  find  a  full  record  of  all  events 
affecting  their  occupation  in  The  Chemht  and  Drvggist  of 
Australasia.  Single  copies  can  be  supplied  at  6d.  each. 
Application  should  be  made  by  English  or  American  sub- 
scribers to  the  office  at  42  Cannon  Street,  London. 


At  the  International  Hygienic  Congress  at  Vienna  it  was 
resolved  to  hold  the  next  meeting  in  London  in  1891. 


The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  prosecuted 
chemists  at  Tynemouth  and  at  Birmingham  for  selling 
essence  of  pennyroyal  in  one  case,  and  tincture  of  rhubarb 
in  the  other,  prepared  with  methylated  spirit.  Fines  of  bl. 
were  imposed  in  each  instance.  The  Board  have  also  pro- 
secuted a  herbalist  at  Bolton  for  infringement  of  the  Medi- 
cine Stamp  Act.  The  vendor  advertised  a  blood-purifying 
mixture  for  2s  ,  but  told  his  customer  (who  happened  to  be 
an  Inland  Revenue  officer)  that  if  he  took  a  bottle  differently 
labelled  and  without  a  stamp  he  could  have  it  for  Is.  He 
was  fined  40s. 


The  North  of  England  Pharmaceutical  Association  and 
the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Societies  have 
held  their  annual  meetings  during  the  past  week,  and  have 
listened  to  addresses  from  their  Presidents.  Mr.  Martin,  at 
Newcastle,  uses  the  cutting  capitalist  as  a  text  from  which 
to  urge  a  higher  state  of  education,  which,  he  thinks,  is  un- 
satisfactory at  the  fountain-head.  The  present  arrangements 
at  Bloomsbury  Square  necessitate,  he  find^,  the  study  of 
over  seventeen  drugs  per  hour,  and  he  seems  to  think  this  is 
getting  within  measurable  distance  of  cram.  Mr.  Furness,  at 
Sheffield,  seems  to  base  his  hope  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
"  iniquitous"  system  of  underselling  in  the  medicine  trade 
on  some  serious  mishaps.  The  Sheffield  chemists  had  secured 
at  their  meeting  the  presence  of  Mr.  Carteighe,  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose  two  or  three  speeches 
on  the  oc3asion  contained  a  good  deal  of  sensible  advice. 


The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  trying  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  Lord  Milltown  in  obtaining  an 
amending  Act  of  Parliament. 


J^rjretcjtt  anb  Colonial. 


A  Big  Sponge. — In  a  window  in  New  York  there  is  at 
present  exhibited  a  sponge,  said  to  be  the  largest  Florida 
sponge  in  the  world.  The  sponge  looks  like  the  thatched 
roof  of  a  small  cabin,  and  measures  eight  feet  in  circum- 
ference when  wet. 

Petroleum-boring  in  Java. — A  company  with  a  share 
capital  of  12,500/.  has  been  formed  at  Dordrecht  (Holland) 
for  the  working  of  petroleum  springs  in  Java.  The  shares 
were  not  offered  to  the  public,  but  have  all  been  taken  up  by 
a  few  private  capitalists,  among  whom  is  Mr.  B.  W.  Blyden- 
stein,  of  the  well-known  London  banking  firm.  Mr.  A.  Stoop, 
jun.,  who  is  now  in  treaty  with  the  Dutch  Indian  Government 
for  the  concession  of  petroleum  springs  in  Java,  will  be  the 
managing  director  of  the  concern  in  the  Dutch  Indies. 

The  Advance  in  Eau  de  Cologne. — According  to  the 
ZeitscJirift  filr  SjpvrUusmdustrie  the  German  eau  de  Cologne 
manufacturers  have  increased  the  sale  price  of  that  article  in 
Germany  far  in  excess  of  what  was  warranted  by  the  in- 
creased duty  under  the  new  spirit  law.  The  extra  duty  per 
litre  alcohol  is  0.70  mark,  which,  at  150  cubic  centimetres 
per  bottle,  gives  about  010  mark  per  bottle.  Yet  the 
retail  price  of  eau  de  Cologne  has  been  raised  at  the  rate  of 
from  2  40  to  2  80  marks  per  litre,  or  about  040  mark  per 
bottle. 

Cocoa-nut  Oil  in  the  Seychelles.— The  manufacture 
of  cocoa-nut  oil  is  carried  on  in  the  Seychelle  Islands  on  a 
very  extensive  scale.  A  large  portion  of  the  oil  sold  in 
England  as  "  Mauritius  "  comes  from  Seychelles.  Nearly  all 
the  mills  in  the  colony  are  of  the  most  primitive  descrip- 
tion— a  hollowed  tree-trunk,  a  spar,  an  ox,  and  a  boy  with  a 
stick,  and  the  apparatus  is  complete.  One  or  two  improved 
mills  were  introduced  some  years  ago,  but  they  failed  for  two 
reasons — they  easily  got  out  of  order,  and  "  they  did  their 
work  too  well."  In  these  parts  the  poonac  is  nearly  as  valu- 
able as  the  oil  itself ;  but  if  all  the  latter  is  extracted,  the 
residue  becomes  almost  valueless-for  feeding  cattle,  pigs,  &c, 
and  it  was  in  this  respect  that  the  improved  machinery 
utterly  failed.  Seychelles  is  the  only  place  where  the  double 
cocoa-nut,  specimens  of  which  were  shown  at  the  Colonial 
and  Indian  Exhibition,  is  to  be  met  with,  and  even  here 
there  is  only  one  island,  that  of  Peaslin,  where  it  grows  in 
profusion.  The  nut  when  cut  in  two  and  properly  polished 
makes  a  first-rate  and  very  ornamental  bread-dish  or  flower- 
stand. 
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pctropol'thw  Jlcgorts. 


Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited)  report  a 
profit  on  the  last  half-j  ear's  working  of  22,000Z.  A  dividend 
of  8s.  per  share  has  been  declared. 

Taking  Laudanum. — An  inquest  was  held  last  week  on 
the  body  of  Mr.  Arthur  Pawson,  a  barrister,  aged  forty.  The 
evidence  showed  that  the  deceased  suffered  a  great  deal  from 
liver  complaint  and  from  neuralgia.  To  soothe  the  pain  from 
the  latter  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  laudanum.  On  the 
night  on  which  he  died  he  had  taken,  it  was  believed  by  the 
doctor  who  gave  evidence,  five  teaspoonfuls  of  laudanum  and 
four  teaspoonfuls  of  Hunter's  solution  of  chloral. 

Suicide  with  Peussic  Acid. — On  Monday  morning  a 
young  man  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  of  respectable 
appearance,  committed  suicide  in  Oxford  Street.  He  was 
walking  along  at  a  quick  pace,  when  suddenly  he  was  seen  to 
raise  a  small  bottle  to  his  lips  and  drink  the  contents.  Imme- 
diately afterwards  he  fell  dead.  The  bottle,  which  was 
labelled  "  Chlorodyne,"  was  found  to  contain  prussic  acid. 
In  the  pocket  of  the  deceased  were  found  a  small  photograph 
of  a  girl  and  a  lock  of  hair.  The  young  man  is  believed  to 
have  been  suffering  from  melancholia. 

Milk  and  Water. — Two  men  were  charged  at  Stratford 
last  Saturday  with  conspiring  to  expose  the  Dairy  Supply 
Company  (Limited)  to  penalties  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  and  to  cheat  certain  customers  of  the  company  by 
causing  them  to  pay  for  milk  adulterated  with  water.  The 
manager  of  the  Stratford  branch  of  the  company  had  been 
suspicious  of  the  conduct  of  the  men,  and  on  watching  them 
found  that  of  two  cans  in  the  cart  one  contained  pure  milk, 
and  the  other  five  barn  gallons  of  water  coloured  with 
annatto.  One  of  the  prisoners  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
selling  as  milk  a  mixture  made  from  the  contents  of  the  two 
cans.    Prisoners  were  remanded. 

Theft  from  Wholesale  Druggists'. — At  the  Guildhall 
Police  Court  on  October  6,  Arthur  Weaver  (17)  and  George 
Spurden,  chandler,  Duke  Street,  were  charged,  on  remand, 
the  former  for  stealing  and  the  latter  for  receiving  a  quantity 
of  saffron  and  sixteen  bottles  of  citrate  of  magnesia  from. 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Artillery  Lane, 
E.C.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  warehousemen 
in  Messrs.  Bush's  had  missed  articles  at  various  times,  and 
suspicion  was  fixed  on  Weaver,  a  van-boy  in  their  employ- 
ment. He  was  watched,  and  it  was  found  that  he  took  two 
parcels  of  saffron  to  Spurden's  shop,  where  the  police  also 
found  the  bottles  of  magnesia.  The  charge  was  found 
proven,  and  Weaver  was  sentenced  to  seven  days'  imprison- 
ment, and  Spurden  to  six  weeks — both  with  hard  labour. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — The  first  meeting 
of  the  session  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  at  the  usual 
place.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  Mr.  T.  S.  Dymond 
presided  and  delivered  the  inaugural  address.  Gifted  with  a 
musical  voice  and  with  a  natural  eloquence  it  was  quite 
according  to  the  nature  of  things  that  Mr.  Dymond  should 
raise  the  ordinary  platitudes  of  opening  addresses  to  a  higher 
degree  of  interest.  He  told  the  members  how  successful  the 
Association  had  been  during  its  ten  years'  childhood,  of  the 
advantages  which  it  offered  for  personal  and  especially  pro- 
fessional improvement,  and  before  he  had  clone  with  it  he 
had  qnite  convinced  his  hearers  that  the  Association  is  no 
mean  factor  in  the  pharmaceutical  world.  He  impressed  the 
members  with  the  necessity  of  following  science  in  a  humble 
fashion  so  that  they  might  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  Gamaliel  of 
No.  17  round  the  corner;  indeed  a  high  professional  standard 
was  the  key-note  of  the  first  part  of  the  address.  After 
glancing  at  the  Jubilee,  he  went  on  to  speak  of  the  im- 
portant political  events  of  the  past  year,  noting  how  the  Asso- 
ciation had  encouraged  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  go  on 
with  the  defunct  Pharmacy  Bill,  but  he  protested  against  the 
Council's  action  in  regard  to  the  Shop  Hours'  Regulation 
Bill,  and  confidently  expected  that  the  Council  would  forth- 
with throw  up  the  sponge  about  that.  Before  he  had  done, 
Mr.  Dymond  had  infused  some  of  his  confidence  into  his 
audience,  and  it  was  quite  pleasant  to  listen  to  the  compli- 
ments which  fell  from  the  lips  of  Messrs.  Carteighe  and  I  nee 
in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President. 


A  Prescribing  Chemist  Censured. — Mr.  S.  F.  Langham 
held  an  inquiry  at  the  Coroner's  Court,  Borough,  on  Monday 
touching  the  death  of  John  Halliday,  aged  seven  years, 
residing  at  290  Tabard  Street.  The  mother  of  the  deceased 
deposed  to  four  of  her  children,  including  the  deceased,  being 
taken  ill  six  weeks  ago,  and  to  calling  in  a  Mr.  Edwards,  who 
has  a  chemist's  shop  at  the  corner  of  Tabard  Street,  to  see 
them.  The  Coroner  :  He  is  a  chemist,  is  he  not  1  Witness  : 
I  do  not  know.  I  always  thought  he  was  a  doctor.  I  have 
never  been  to  any  one  else  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  He 
came  to  the  house  and  prescribed  for  the  children.  He  has 
been  attending  the  deceased  for  the  last  six  weeks.  The 
other  children  got  better.  Witness  said  Mr.  Edwards  had 
treated  them  all  for  measles.  On  Tuesday  last  the  deceased 
seemed  very  bad  and  they  sent  for  Mr.  Edwards,  who  then 
told  them  they  had  better  take  the  child  to  the  hospital. 
Eventually  Dr.  Bedford  came,  and  he  ordered  the  child  hot 
baths  and  other  remedies.  Death  ensued  next  morning  at 
5.30  A.M.  Application  had  been  made  to  Mr.  Edwards  for 
a  certificate,  and  then  they  learned  from  him  that  he  was 
unable  to  give  them  one.  Mr.  Robert  T.  Bedford,  M.R.C.S., 
of  Trinity  Square,  deposed  to  seeing  the  deceased  on  Tuesday 
night  last.  He  was  pulseless  and  livid,  and  rolled  on  the 
bed  in  great  agony.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  there  was 
either  kidney  mischief  or  pressure  on  the  lungs,  and  that  the 
case  had  been  wrongly  treated  by  Mr.  Edwards.  The  post- 
mortem examination  since  made  showed  that  the  lungs  were 
bulging  on  both  sides  with  fluid  and  that  the  kidneys  were 
much  enlarged  and  congested.  Death  was  due  to  the 
pressure  of  this  fluid  upon  the  lungs.  By  the  Coroner :  A 
medical  man  would  probably  have  diagnosed  the  mischief 
directly  on  seeing  the  child,  just  as  witness  had  done  a  few 
hours  before  the  child's  death,  and  would  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  the  collection  of  fluid.  The  child  had  been  suffering 
from  scarlatina  and  not  measles,  and  with  proper  treatment 
such  a  state  of  things  as  he  had  found  ought  not  to  have 
occurred.  It  was  difficult  to  say  that  death  would  not  have 
taken  place  even  under  proper  treatment,  but  the  chances 
were  in  favour  of  the  child's  recovery.  The  Coroner  severely 
censured  Mr.  Edwards  for  attending  and  prescribing  for 
patients  when  he  knew  he  was  not  qualified  to  do  so.  The 
jury  concurred  with  these  observations,  and  added  their 
censure  to  the  verdict  of  "Death  from  natural  causes." 


tobinrial  §f}3or.ts. 


Items  of  news,  and  newspapers  containing  matters  of  inte- 
rest to  the  trade,  sent  to  the  Editor,  will  much  oblige. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

Inland  Revenue  Prosecution. — At  the  Birmingham 
Police  Court  on  October  12,  before  Messrs.  J.  Lowe  and  H.  P. 
By  land,  Charles  Gibbing  Crooke  and  Solomon  Taylor  (trading 
as  Crooke  &  Taylor),  wholesale  druggists,  1  New  Meeting  Street, 
were  summoned  for  violating  the  Spirits  Act  of  1880,  by  mix- 
ing methylated  spirits  with  tincture  of  rhubarb.  Mr.  Hubert 
Costello,  supervisor  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  conducted  the 
case  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  Glaisyer  (Glaisyer  &  Porter) 
defended.  On  May  12  a  bottle  of  tincture  of  rhubarb  was 
purchased  by  George  Fife,  an  Inland  Revenue  officer,  from 
the  defendants.  It  was  forwarded  to  Somerset  House,  where 
the  contents  were  analysed  by  Geo.  Naylor  Stokes,  who 
certified  that  the  bottle  contained  between  10  and  20  per 
cent,  of  methylated  spirits.  In  answer  to  the  bench  witness 
said  that  by  substituting  methylated  spirits  for  rectified 
spirits  about  15*.  a  gallon  would  be  saved.  There  was 
nothing  injurious  in  it,  but  it  was  decidedly  disagreeable. 
Mr.  Glaisyer  said  his  clients  were  totally  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  presence  of  methyl  in  the  preparation,  because  they 
were  not  informed  that  the  bottle  contained  the  spirit  until 
two  or  three  months  after  it  was  bought,  and  therefore  were 
unable  to  trace  it.  However,  the  bench  had  to  deal  with  the 
case  in  the  interest  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  and  not  the 
public.  Mr.  Stokes  explained  that  methylated  spirit  was 
excluded  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  because  they  con- 
sidered that  medicine  was  quite  nasty  enough  without  the 
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assistance  of  methylated  spirit.  The  Excise  penalty  was 
100Z.,  but  Mr.  Costello  said  that  the  magistrates  had  power 
to  reduce  the  penalty  to  any  extent  they  liked.  Mr.  Lowe 
remarked  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  a  check  upon  such 
practice.    A  fine  of  51.  and  costs  was  imposed. 


BLA.CKBURN. 

A  Doctor's  Wife  Dispensing. — On  Friday  morning  the 
7th  inst.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Robinson,  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  Jane  Lassey,  aged  12  weeks,  daughter  of  a 
moulder.  The  mother  of  the  deceased  stated  that  the  child 
was  taken  ill  with  diarrhoea  on  the  Tuesday,  and  she  took  her 
to  the  surgery  of  Dr.  Wilson.  Mrs.  Wilson  prescribed  for  th3 
child,  her  husband  being  out  at  the  time.  The  medicine  was 
given  to  the  child  several  times,  but  she  continued  to  get 
worse,  and  died  at  eight  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 
The  mother  again  went  to  Dr.  Wilson's  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, but  could  not  see  the  doctor.  A  week  previous  the  child 
was  vaccinated  at  Dr.  Wilson's  surgery,  the  operation  being 
performed  by  Mrs.  Wilson.  By  a  juror  :  The  doctor  had 
never  seen  the  child.  Elizabeth  Wilson  stated  that  she  was 
the  wife  of  Robert  Wilson,  physician  and  surgeon,  of  27  St 
Thomas's  Terrace,  Blackburn.  She  made  some  medicine  for  the 
deceased,  which  was  made  up  of  "  creta  "  and  other  things.  The 
mixture  was  a  simple  one,  and  had  no  morphia  in  it.  Last 
Thursday  she  saw  the  child  and  vaccinated  it  herself.  Sne 
had  no  medical  degree,  but  she  did  the  most  part  of  the  dis- 
pensing, having  been  accustomed  to  it  for  many  years.  The 
Coroner  did  not  think  the  medicine  had  done  any  good,  but 
perhaps  it  had  done  no  harm.  The  practice  of  dispensing 
medicine  without  the  knowledge  of  her  husband  was  certainly 
a  dangerous  one.  A  juror :  Do  you  think  it  is  right  for  her 
to  mix  medicine  which  the  doctor  has  never  seen?  The 
Coroner :  Certainly  not.  Another  juror  remarked  that  he 
had  heard  of  Mrs.  Wilson  doing  the  same  thing  regularly. 
The  jury  then  returned  a  verdict  that  the  deceased  died  from 
natural  causes. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  since  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Northern  Daily 
Tt  Vegraph  that  the  ingredients  of  the  mixture  were  put  to- 
gether by  himself;  his  wife  simply  took  it  from  a  large  bottle 
and  put  it  in  a  smaller  one.  This  he  does  not  consider  to  be 
compounding  or  dispensing,  and  his  wife  does  not  dispense 
without  his  knowledge. 


BOLTON. 

Unstamped  Patent  Medicines.— At  the  Borough  Court 
on  Monday,  William  Simms  Weaver,    herbalist,  of  2  St. 
George's  Road,  was  summoned  for  having  exposed  for  sale, 
on  August  8,  a  certain  bottle  containing  medicine  without 
having  a  paper  wrapper  and  a  label  provided  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue  affixed.  Mr.  Fielding  defended. 
Mr.  Alban,  Somerset  House,  London,  appeared  on  behalf  of 
the  Revenue  authorities,  and  explained  that  this  was,  he 
believed,  the  first  case  of  its  kind  which  had  been  brought 
forward  in  Bolton.    The  defendant  was  a  herbalist,  carrying 
on  business  in  St.  George's  Road,  and  by  this  offence,  if 
proved,  had  subjected  himself  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
10Z.    Mr.  W.  D.  Herring,  an  Inland  Revenue  officer,  testified 
to  visiting  Weaver's  premises  and  purchasing  a  bottle  of 
blood-purifying  mixture,  which  had  been  recommended  to 
the  public  by  posters,  and  priced  at  2*.  per  bottle.  The 
defendant  intimated  when  the  purchase  was  being  made 
that  he  had  to  look  after  himself,  and  if  he  put  on  a  con- 
densed label  he  could  let  the  bottle  go  for  Is.  without  the 
Government  stamp.    As  he  was  handing  the  bottle  to  witness 
he  added  :  I  do  not  sell  you  that  blood-purifying  mixture  I 
am  advertising.    Witness  then  asked  if  it  was  the  same,  and 
Weaver  replied,  "  Oh  yes ;  but  I  am  not  supposed  to  be  sell- 
ing you  that  without  stamp.    With  this  label  on  it  you  shall 
have  it  for  Is.,  that  is,  unless  you  are  one  of  the  friends  of 
the  Queen."    Witness  made  a  suitable  reply,  and  having 
received  the  bottle  left  the  shop.    Corroborative  evidence 
was  given.    For  the  defence,  Mr.  Fielding  asserted  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  seemed  to  be  going  about  to 
prevent  people  from  earning   an  honest   livelihood,  and 
pouncing  upon  them  in  a  most  merciless  manner.  Altogether 
the  Revenue  authorities  were  getting  into  a  most  arbitrary 
set.    He  did  not  know  whether  the  Government  was  getting 
"hard  up"  or  not,  but  at  any  rate  there  was  a  good  deal  of 


"  screwing  "  going  on  at  the  present  time.  He  contended 
that  it  was  necessary  there  should  be  an  "uttering,  vending, 
and  exposing "  of  the  medicine,  and  in  this  case  he  sub- 
mitted there  was  no  proof  whatever  of  exposure  from  the 
evidence.  The  Magistrates  gave  the  case  a  lengthened  con- 
sideration, and  decided  to  inflict  a  fine  of  40s.  and  costs,  the 
prosecution  being  given  the  right  of  striking  out  the  words 
"  utter  and  expose "  from  the  summons.  Two  other 
charges  of  a  similar  character  were  preferred  against 
Weaver,  but  withdrawn  on  the  undertaking  that  the  medicine 
in  future  would  be  stamped,  and  on  the  payment  of  expenses. 


CAMBERLEY". 

The  Mysterious  Poisoning  Case. — Last  Saturday  Mr. 
Henry  Bowles,  whose  wife  and  son  died  from  supposed 
poisoning  on  September  22,  at  Camberley,  near  Farnham,  was 
arrested  and  taken  before  the  local  magistrate,  charged  with 
murder,  and  remanded.  It  will  be  remembered  that  prisoner 
stated  at  the  inquest  that  poisonous  fungi  had  been  eaten  by 
deceased  ;  but  it  was  supposed  he  had  had  access  to  poisons, 
and  his  conduct  was  suspicious  :  hence  the  arrest. 

The  prisoner  Bowles  was  the  head  gardener  to  Dr.  Hugo 
Miiller,  ex-President  of  the  Chemical  Society.  Since  the 
adjourned  inquest  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  has  been 
making  an  analysis  of  the  stomachs  of  deceased,  and  Dr. 
Twort,  of  Camberley,  has  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
when  he  found  the  young  man  who  died  he  was  calling  out 
loudly  for  water,  and  was  violently  spasmodic  and  convulsed. 
It  struck  Dr.  Twort  at  once  that  he  was  suffering  from 
strychnine  poisoning.  He  was  perfectly  conscious,  and  was 
suffering  from  intermittent  convulsions,  and  the  moment  his 
limbs  were  touched  he  again  went  off.  Dr.  Twort  thought  it 
best  to  go  home  and  get  some  chloroform  in  order  to  stop 
the  convulsions,  and  accordingly  went.  On  going  downstairs 
he  found  Mrs.  Bowles  to  be  dead.  He  returned  with  the 
chloroform  in  a  very  short  time,  but  he  then  found  young 
Bowles  dead.  The  face  was  pinched  and  of  a  very  dark 
colour,  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  dilated,  the  toes  were 
contracted,  the  fists  were  clenched  so  that  the  nails  had 
pierced  the  skin  of  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the  spine 
was  arched.  He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  he 
died  from  poisoning,  and  all  the  symptoms  were  those  of 
strychnine  poisoning.  Along  with  Dr.  Manders  he  conducted 
a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  bodies.  In  the  case  of  the 
son  they  found  indications  of  poison,  but  there  were  none 
so  far  as  the  woman  was  concerned. 

The  adjourned  inquest  was  resumed  on  Wednesday  at  the 
Cambridge  Hotel,  Camberley,  before  Mr.  G.  F.  Roumien,  the 
coroner  for  West  Surrey.  Dr.  Stevenson,  official  analyst  to 
the  Home  Office,  reported  the  result  of  the  analysis  he  had 
made  of  the  stomachs  of  the  deceased.  In  each  he  found 
small  quantities  of  one  poison,  strychnine.  He  also  found 
strychnine  in  a  stain  on  the  young  man's  shirt.  Dr.  Twort, 
of  Camberley,  and  Dr.  Manders  also  gave  evidence,  the  facts 
of  which  are  stated  above.  Dr.  Stevenson,  after  having 
heard  the  medical  evidence,  was  recalled,  and  said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  from  the  symptoms  described  death  resulted  from 
poisoning  by  strychnine.  Some  further  evidence  was  given, 
and  the  inquest  was  adjourned  for  three  weeks. 


CLONSILL A,  IRELAND. 
Ten  Horses  Poisoned. — A  serious  case  of  horse-poison- 
ing lias  occurred  at  Clonsilla  Station  on  the  Midland  and 
Great  Western  Railway.  Ten  valuable  animals  have  suc- 
cumbed to  poison  administered,  whilst  some  twenty  others 
are  suffering  intensely,  the  recovery  of  many  of  them  being 
despaired  of.  The  poison  used  is  supposed  to  be  sugar  of 
lead,  given  in  a  bran  mash. 


GUILDFORD. 

Early  Closing. — Messrs.  Jeffries,  Barry,  Wheeler,  Snosell, 
Jacobs,  and  Martin,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Guildford, 
have  announced  their  agreement  to  close  at  8  P.M.  usually, 
instead  of  9  P.M.,  as  heretofore,  still  closing  at  10  P  M.  on 
Saturdays.  The  agreement,  we  understand,  is  unanimous, 
the  one  other  chemist  of  the  town  consenting  to  it,  but 
objecting  to  his  name  appearing  on  the  bills. 
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HARTLEPOOL. 

An  Assistant's  Claim. — At  the  County  Court  on  Octo- 
ber 7,  Charles  Grayson,  chemist,  of  Blandfoid  Street,  Hartle- 
pool, sued  Mr.  Thomas  Tweddell,  secretary  of  the  Hartlepools 
Friendly  Societies'  Medical  Association,  for  31.  wages  alleged 
to  be  owing.  According  to  plaintiff's  statement,  he  was 
actiDg  as  dispenser  for  the  association  in  March  last  at  80/. 
a  year,  when  Mr.  Tweddell  told  him  that  as  the  society  was 
in  difficulties  he  (Grayson)  had  better  look  out  for  another 
situation.  Ultimately  plaintiff  appeared  before  the  committee, 
who  agreed  to  give  him  3?.  if  he  would  leave  in  the  course  of 
a  week,  but  he  was  to  be  permitted  to  live  on  the  premises 
as  caretaker  The  agreement  had  not  been  earned  out,  and 
plaintiff  &  lie  1  Mr.  Watson,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
to  prove  tl  at  the  offer  was  made  to  him.  Mr.  Tweddell, 
however,  denied  that  the  3/.  was  offered  as  alleged  by  plain- 
tiff, and  said  he  received  proper  notice  to  leave.  He  also 
denied  having  told  plaintiff  that  the  association  was  in 
difficulties.  They  were  merely  closing  the  dispensary  ia 
which  plaintiff  was  engaged.  Ultimately  his  Honour  found 
for  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed  with  costs. 


LINCOLN. 

Hoese- poisoning. — Four  valuable  horses  belonging  to 
Mr.  W.  H.  Morton,  of  South  Carleton  Hall,  have  died  through 
the  administration,  it  is  believed,  of  butter  of  antimony, 
given  to  make  them  look  in  fine  condition.  Two  prize  colts 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jackson  Everett,  of  Loughton,  near  Gains 
borough,  having  died  mysteriously,  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion of  one  of  them  was  made,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
the  stomach  was  empty,  but  that  the  intestines  were  choked 
by  a  quantity  of  the  dog-rose  haws,  three  handfuls  of  which 
were  taken  out. 


LIVEEPOOL. 

Microscopical  Society. — At  a  meeting  of  this  society 
held  on  October  7,  Mr.  A.  Norman  Tate,  F.I.C.,  F.C  S.,  was 
elected  president  for  the  ensuing  session.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  the  president  read  a  paper  on  "The  Microscopical 
Examination  of  Commercial  Fibres." 

Strychnine- poisoning. — An  inquest  was  held  on  Tuesday 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  a  Miss  Clark  (43), 
who  was  found  dead  in  her  bed  on  Sunday  morning.  The 
evidence  showed  that  death  was  due  to  strychnine-poisoning. 
Upon  a  trunk  by  the  side  of  her  bed  was  a  tumbler,  the  con- 
tents of  which  were  discovered  to  be  strychnine  and  water. 
The  usual  verdict  was  returned. 

Serious  Charge  against  a  Chemist.— At  the  Liverpool 
Police  Court  on  October  10,  before  Mr.  J.  Henderson,  borough 
magistrate,  John  Moore,  aged  about  50,  a  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, residing  in  Marsh  Lane,  Bootle,  and  keeping  a  chemist's 
shop  at  the  corner  of  Warwick  Street  and  Beaufort  Street, 
Liverpool,  was  brought  up  on  remand  charged  with  having 
committed  indecent  assaults  on  a  number  of  young  girls, 
whose  ages  ranged  from  11  to  16  years.  The  prisoner's 
misconduct  was  discovered  in  a  peculiar  manner,  through  a 
constable  overhearing  a  conversation  between  two  of  the 
girls,  and  then  instituting  inquiries.  The  prisoner  was  com- 
mitted for  trial  at  the  assizes. 

Marriage  Festivities. — On  the  occasion  of  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders,  of  the  firm  of  Ayrton  &  Saunders, 
149  Duke  Street,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Mearns,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Saunders  invited  the  principal  employes  of  the  firm  to  dinner 
on  Saturday  last.  The  company,  numbering  nearly  one  hun- 
dred, was  presided  over  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Saunders,  the  head  of  the 
firm,  who  was  supported  at  the  foot  of  the  table  by  Mr.  H.  P. 
Saunders,  hi3  eldest  son.  After  dinner  the  customary  toasts 
were  honoured,  and  some  charming  songs  and  recitations 
were  rendered.  Dancing  followed,  and  was  carried  on  with 
great  spirit,  for  some  hours.  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders,  as  a 
traveller  for  the  firm  for  many  years,  is  well  known  to  the 
drug  trade  at  home  and  abroad,  and  his  bride  has  been  the 
recipient  of  many  valuable  and  handsome  presents. 

MARYPORr. 

Aerated-water  Industry. — Captain  Fox,  mineral-water 
manufacturer,  High  Street,  has  purchased  large  business 


premises  in  Wood  Street,  Maryport,  which  he  purposes  con- 
verting into  a  mineral- water  manufactory,  and  will  add  new 
machinery  to  his  present  plant.  When  finished  it  will  be 
about  the  largest  manufactory  in  the  county. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

The  First  Meeting  for  the  session  of  the  local  pharma- 
ceutical society  was  held  last  week,  and  is  reported  else- 
where. 

Match-poisoning.  —Last  Saturday  Christina  Dixon  Den- 
ton (17)  attempted  to  commit  suicide  by  takinga  quantity  of 
phosphorus.  She  swallowed  some  water  in  which  she  had 
steeped  the  contents  of  four  boxes  of  matches.  She  was- 
admitted  to  the  Newcastle  Infirmary,  where  she  still  remains, 

Unruly  Students. — Three  students  have  been  expelled 
from  the  College  of  Medicine  and  nine  suspended  for  six 
months  on  account  of  misconduct  at  the  recent  inaugural 
public  meeting  of  the  college.  On  that  occasion  Sir  Lowthian 
Bell  delivered  the  address,  and  since  the  meeting  the  whole 
of  the  offenders  have  apologised  to  him,  Dr.  Heath  (president), 
and  the  other  authorities  of  the  college,  and  the  Sheriff  oS 
Newcastle,  with  the  view  of  being  re-admitted. 


SHEFFIELD. 

The  New  Premises  of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmac  y 
at  Fitzalan  Square  are  now  ready  for  occupancy,  and  about 
a  dozen  students  commenced  practical  chemical  work  in  the 
laboratory  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  lecture  hall  is  seated 
for  fifty,  but  will  accommodate  seventy  in  a  crush. 

An  Unsupported  Claim. — At  the  Malton  County  Court 
on  October  6,  before  Judge  Bedwell,  E.  Jacobs,  carrying  on 
business  as  "  The  Yorkshire  Patent  Veterinary  Medicine 
Manufacturing  Company,"  at  Ashdell  Road,  Sheffield,  sued 
James  Yorke  &  Sod,  shoeing  smiths,  of  Malton,  for  81.  10*. 
for  medicines  supplied.  The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  his 
representative,  Thomas  Markham,  called  on  the  defendants 
in  April  last,  and  they  agreed  to  take  the  patent  medicines- 
for  sale  in  the  Malton  district,  and  that  James  Yorke  signed 
a  printed  order-form  which  Markham  had  filled  up  and 
read  over  to  him.  An  announcement  on  the  order-form 
stated  that  the  goods  were  taken  absolutely,  on  terms  of 
5  per  cent,  cash  or  three  months' net  credit.  The  allegations 
of  the  defendants,  on  the  other  hand,  were  that  they  dis- 
tinctly refused  to  take  any  goods  except  as  agents  of  the 
plaintiffs,  and  that  they  would  remit  as  sold.  The  elder 
Yorke  admitted  the  signing  of  a  form,  but  he  said  it  was  one 
containing  no  orders  for  goods  whatever.  His  Honour  inter- 
rupted the  case  before  the  defendants'  solicitor  had  called  all 
his  witnesses,  and  said,  "  Verdict  for  the  defendants  ;  and  as 
this  case  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  I  give  costs  above 
the  201.  scale." 


TYNE  MOUTH. 

Illegal  Use  of  Methylated  Spirits. — At  the  County 
Petty  Sessions  at  Tynemouth,  on  Monday,  Mary  Smaldridge 
Johnston,  who  has  drug  shops  at  Byker,  Wallsend,  and 
Willington  Quay,  was  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Inland  Revenue,  for  infringing  the  130th  section  of  the 
Spirits  Act,  1880,  by  selling  a  certain  article  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  which  methylated  spirits  had  been  used.  Mr.  E. 
Clarke,  Newcastle,  prosecuted,  and  stated  that  Mr.  John  Flint, 
supervisor,  purchased  half  a  pound  of  essence  of  pennyroyal, 
for  which  he  paid  2s.  6rZ.,at  the  defendant's  shop  at  Willing- 
ton  Quay.  It  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  manufactured  with 
methylated  spirits  instead  of  pure  spirits  of  wine.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Newlands,  who  defended,  admitted  the  sale.  Mr.  Charles 
Proctor,  F.I.C.,  Government  analyst,  proved  the  receipt  of  the 
sample  from  Mr.  Flint.  On  analysis  he  found  it  to  be  an 
essence  of  pennyroyal,  but  it  had  been  prepared  with  methy- 
lated spirits  instead  of  pure  spirits  of  wine.  In  answer  to  Mr. 
Newlands,  witness  said  he  would  not  swear  there  was  no 
pure  spirits  of  wine  in  the  preparation.  The  price  of  half  a 
pound  of  essence  of  pennyroyal,  manufactured  with  pure 
spirits  of  wine,  was  Is.  6d.  Mr.  Newlands  having  addressed 
the  magistrates  in  mitigation  of  the  penalty,  a  fine  of  51.  and 
costs  was  imposed. 
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SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen. 

The  chemists  of  Macduff  have  agreed  to  close  their  shops 
at  8  p.m. 

Dr.  John  Gordon  has  been  appointed  assistant  professor 
of  materia  medica  in  the  university  here. 

Edinburgh. 

Alleged  Theft  prom  Druggists. — At  the  Edinburgh 
Police  Court  last  Saturday,  two  women  were  charged  with 
stealing  a  bottle  of  Parrish's  syrup  and  a  box  of  tooth- 
brushes from  the  shop  of  Messrs  Simpson  &  Co ,  drug- 
gists, Bristo  Street.  One  pleaded  "  Not  guilty,"  and  the 
other  "  Guilty."  The  detective  who  arrested  the  women  could 
c  nly  say  that  the  woman  who  repelled  the  charge  was  with 
the  other  woman,  and  the  case  was  therefore  adjourned. 
The  case  again  came  on  on  Monday,  when  the  guilty  prisoner 
got  five  days  and  the  other  was  dismissed. 


||Ijarmaaufoal  jStoricftj  of  <§xtni  gniab. 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION. 
Tuesday,  October  11,  1887. 
LATIN. 
(11  A.M.  to  12.30  P.M.) 
I.  (For  all  Candidates.)    Translate  into  Latin  : — 

1.  In  the  Roman  Commonwealth  were  many  brave  citizens. 

2.  All  persons  praise  diligence  and  honesty. 

3.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  well  taught. 

4.  He  cannot  write  who  has  never  learned. 

5.  Caesar  threw  a  bridge  over  the  river,  in-order-that  his 
soldiers  might  cross  on  foot. 

II.  Translate  into  English  either  A.  (Caesar)  or  B.  (Virgil). 

A.  Caesar. 

1.  Die  constituta  causae  dictionis,  Orgetorix  ad  judicium 
omnem  suam  familiam,  ad  hominum  millia  decern,  undique 
co'git,  et  omnes  clientes  obaeratosque  suos,  quorum  magnum 
numerum  habebat,  eodem  conduxit :  per  eos,  ce  causam 
diceret,  se  eripuit.  Quum  civitas,  ob  earn  rem  incitata,  armis 
jus  suum  exsequi  conaretur  multitudinemque  hominum  ex 
agris  magistrates  cogerent,  Orgetorix  mortuus  est;  neque 
abest  suspicio,  ut  Helvetii  ariitrantur,  quin  ipse  sibi  mortem 
oonsoiverit. 

2.  Hac  oratione  habita,  mirum  in  modum  conversae  sunt 
omnium  mentes,  summaque  alacritas  et  cupiditas  belli 
gerendi  innata  est;  princepsque  decima  legio  per  tribunos 
militom  ei  gratias  egit,  quod  de  se  optimum  judicium  fecisset, 
seque  esse  ad  bellum  gerendum  paratissimam  confirmavit! 
Deinde  reliquae  legiones  cum  tribunis  militum  et  primorum 
ordinum  centurionibus  egerunt,  uti  Caesari  satisfacerent :  se 
nec  unquam  dubitasse  neque  timuisse  neque  de  summa  belli 
suum  judicium,  sed  imperatoris  esse  existimavisse. 

Grammatical  Questions. 

(For  those  Candidates  only  who  take  Caesar.) 

1.  Give  the  genitive  singular  and  plural  of  die,  judicium, 
omnes  clientes,  earn  rem,  jus  suum.    (Par.  1.) 
_  2.  Write  the  third  person  singular  and  plural  of  the  indica- 
tive present  and  subjunctive  perfect  of  the  verbs  in  italics. 
(Par.  1.) 

3.  Account  for  the  mood  of  fecisset  and  dubitasse,  and  for 
the  gender  of  paratissimam.  What  part  of  the  verb  is 
gerendum  1    (Par.  2  ) 

4.  How  are  questions  asked  in  Latin  1  '  Distinguish  between 
num.  and  nonne. 

B.  Virgil. 

Interea  ruaguo  misceri  murmure  pontum, 
Emissamque  hieniem  sensit  Neptunus,  et  imis 
Stagna  refusa  vadis,  graviter  commotus ;  et  alto 
Prospiciens,  summa  placidum  caput  extulit  unda. 
Disjectam  Aeneae  toto  videt  aequore  classem, 
Fluctibus  oppresses  Troas  coelique  ruina. 


2.  Kecnon  et  Tvrii  per  limiua  Lteta  frequentes 

Couveuere,  toris  jussi  disouuibere  pictis. 
Mirantur  dona  Aeneae,  mirantur  Ililnm, 
l'lagrantesque  Dei  vuUus,  siiuulataque  Verba, 
Pallamque  et  pietum  croceo  velanen  acantho. 
Praecipue  infelix,  pesti  devota  futnrae, 
Expleri  mentem  nequit,  ardescitque  tuendo 
Fhoenissa;  et  pariterpuero  douisque  movetur. 
Ille,  nbi  coinplexu  Aeneae  co'.Ioque  perendit, 
Et  magnum  falsi  implevit  genitoris  amorem, 
Reginam  petit ;  haec  oculis,  baec  peetore  toto 
Baeret,  et  interdum  greiuio  fovet ;  iuscia  Dido, 
Insideat  qrantus  misirae  Deus. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  Candidates  only  who  take  Virgil.) 

1.  Give  the  genitive  singular  aui  plural  of  mayno  mur- 
mure, placidum  caput,  toto  a.quorc.    (Par.  1.) 

2.  Write  the  third  person  singular  and  plural  of  the  indica- 
tive present  and  subjunctive  perfect  of  the  verbs  in  italics. 
(Par.  2.) 

3.  Parse  fully :— "  inscia  Dido,  insideat  quantus  miserae 
Deus."    (Par.  2  ) 

4.  How  are  questions  asked  in  Latin  1  Distinguish  between 
num  and  nonne. 


ARITHMETIC. 
(12.30  p.m.  to  2  p.m.) 

1.  Multiply  45  tons  14  cwt,  2  qr.  5  lb.  by  205-. 

9*     1 1  _l  Q_l 

2.  Simplify  2^^: 

3.  Add  together  -00125  of  a  ton,  0125  of  a  cwt.,  and  025 
lb. ;  and  reduce  the  result  to  a  decimal  of  2  qr.  9  lb. 

4.  A  man  owns  fs  of  a  miue,  and  sells  "1351  of  his  share  ; 
what  fraction  of  the  mine  has  he  left  ? 

5.  If  2  hectol.  40  lit.  cost  31.  6*.  8d.,  what  ought  to  be  paid 
for  1  hectol.  60  lit.  ? 

6.  The  floor  of  a  room  14  feet  by  12^  feet  being  partly 
covered  by  a  carpet  measuring  11  V  feet  by  9j  feet,  how  much 
floor-cloth  will  complete  the  covering,  and  what  will  it  cost 
at  6s.  per  square  yard  ? 

7.  If  5|  per  cent,  is  gained  by  selling  at  21.  lis.  9d.  per 
cwt.,  what  will  be  the  gain  per  cent,  by  selling  at  l\d.  per  lb.  ? 

ENGLISH. 

(3  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.) 

(Read  carefully  the  following  passage  before  answering- 
questions  1,  2,  and  3,  which  refer  to  it.) 

"  At  morn  tbe  black-cock  trims  his  jetty  wing, 
'Tis  morning  prompts  tbe  linnet's  blithest  lay, 
All  Nature's  children  feel  the  matin  spring 
Of  life  reviving,  with  reviving  day  ; 
And  while  yon  little  bark  glides  down  the  bay, 
Wafting  the  stranger  on  his  way  again, 
Morn's  genial  influence  roused  a  minstrel  gray, 
And  sweetly  o'er  the  lake  was  heard  thy  strain, 
Mixed  with  the  sounding  harp,  0  white-haired  Allan-bane ! ", 

1.  Parse  fully  the  words  at,  linnet's,  all,  while,  yon,  reafi  Inn, 
roused,  was  heard,  thy. 

2.  Write  out,  in  a  tabulated  form,  the  Direct  Objects  of 
verbs  in  the  quotation,  the  Verbs  on  which  they  depend,  and 
the  Subjects  of  those  verbs. 

3.  Give  a  list  of  all  the  Adjectives  in  the  passage,  with 
their  degrees  of  comparison. 

4.  In  the  following  passage  supply  the  necessary  capital 
letters,  and  put  in  the  stops  and  inverted  commas  where  re- 
quisite ; — his  lordship  answered  that's  well  but  i  bargained  tor 
twenty  and  then  emphatically  exclaimed  anchor  hardy 
anchor  to  this  the  captain  replied  i  suppose  my  lord  admiral 
collingwood  will  now  take  upon  himself  the  direction  of  affairs 
not  while  i  live  i  hope  hardy  said  the  dying  chief  endeavour- 
ing in  vain  to  raise  himself  in  his  bed  no  do  you  anchor 
hardy  on  this  the  captain  said  shall  we  make  the  signal  sir 
yes  answered  he  for  if  i  live  i'll  anchor. 

5.  Write  a  short  competition  on  one  of  the  following  sub- 
jects : — 1.  Composition.  2.  The  importance  of  early  mental 
training.  3.  Westminster  Abbey  on  June  21,  1887.  4.  The 
House  of  Commons  in  1887. 
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ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 
Octobee  3,  1887. 

THE  following  is  the  full  official  report.    We  gave  a  short 
account  of  the  meeting  last  week. 
The    chair   was   taken  by  the  outgoing  President,  Mr. 
William  N.  Allen. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  President  said  that  in  consequence  of  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Aquila  Smith  he  had  to  declare  the  outgoing  five 
members  of  the  Council,  together  with  Mr.  George  L. 
McGormack,  the  only  other  member  nominated,  to  be  elected 
for  the  ensuing  three  years,  consequently  there  was  no 
occasion  to  appoint  scrutineers.  He  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
congratulate  the  Society  on  an  increase  of  10  in  the  number 
of  their  paying  members  during  the  past  year.  At  the 
Preliminary  examinations  42  were  examined,  of  whom  24 
passed,  as  against  40  examined  in  the  previous  year,  of 
whom  21  passed  ;  and  for  the  licence  40  were  examined, 
being  an  increase  of  10  over  the  preceding  year.  The  per- 
centage of  failures  was  50  per  cent.  In  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  the  proportion  of  rejections  at  the 
qualifying  examinations  during  the  same  period  was  57  7. 
The  examinations  of  their  (the  Irish)  Society  had  been  con- 
ducted by  the  same  examiners  as  before,  and  in  the  same 
satisfactory  manner;  but  he  regretted  the  non-appointment 
at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  a  visiting  committee,  and  also 
the  apathy  of  members  of  the  Council  as  regarded  attend- 
ance at  the  examinations.  In  consequence  of  the  important 
reports  of  Dr.  Duffey  to  the  Privy  Council,  two  of  which 
were  considered  during  the  past  year,  it  was  the  more  neces- 
sary that  the  Council  should  be  correctly  informed  as  to 
what  passed  at  the  examinations  through  the  personal  ob- 
servation of  its  members,  in  order  that  they  might  be  the 
better  able  to  frame  replies  to  the  Privy  Council.  Anyone 
who  had  read  the  replies  which  had  been  given  must  have 
found  in  them  a  complete  answer  to  the  complaints  which 
had  been  made  in  some  quarters  against  the  examinations. 
The  refusal  of  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Council  formed  an  unpleasant  episode  in  the 
history  of  their  past  year.  It  was  apparent  that  their  hopes 
for  the  future  must  in  a  great  measure  lie  in  themselves.  In 
order  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  public  competent  know- 
ledge and  technical  skill  would  alone  aid  them  ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  the  more  important  that  the  Society's  standard  of 
capability  should  be  kept  up.  He  was  glad  to  have  to 
notice  that  successful  prosecutions  had  taken  place  in  Navan 
and  ot  her  places  in  Co.  Meath  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  recent 
failures  iu  Dublin  and  Belfast  were  much  to  be  regretted. 

Finance. 

Mr.  Hodgson,  treasurer,  next  submitted  his  report  for 
the  year.  He  said  the  statement  was  a  little  more  favour- 
able than  that  of  last  year.  They  commenced  the  year  with 
a  balance  in  hand  of  92/.  Is.  Id.,  and  were  ending  it  with  a 
balance  in  the  bank  of  126/.  17s.  10^.  In  fees  for  the  licence 
examinations  131/.  5s.  had  been  received,  as  against  147/.  in 
1886.  They  had  received  in  fees  for  the  Preliminary  exami- 
nations 94/.  Ws.  in  1886,  as  against  98/.  14s.  in  the  present 
year ;  aud  he  was  happy  to  add  that  they  had  received  in 
subscriptions  19/.  19s.  more  than  they  did  in  1886,  the 
amounts  being  55/.  13s.  for  fifty-three  subscriptions  in  1886, 
and  75/  12s.  for  seventy-two  subscriptions  this  year.  For 
proseoui  ions  they  had  received  from  members  of  the  Society 
subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  25/. ;  otherwise  the  balance 
wou'd  have  been  seriously  against  them,  as  they  had  spent 
38/.  14s  8d  in  prosecutions.  But  as  they  had  received  a 
total  of  39/  Is.  4fZ.  in  connection  with  prosecutions,  the 
balance  was  the  other  way.  The  payments  had  been  very 
much  as  in  the  year  before.  They  had  paid  86/.  2s.  for 
examiner's  fees,  as  against  73/.  10s.  in  the  preceding  year. 
Thev  hud  spent  25/.  8s.  Id.  in  furniture,  but  that  outlay 
would  nor,  occur  again,  and  the  value  of  it  was  in  the 
premises ;  while  he  was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
due  with  the  exception  of  a  small  item  for  plumbing.  So 
that,,  although  they  had  had  an  increased  expenditure,  their 


balance  in  hand  was  larger  than  last  year ;  and  adding 
248/.  3s.  Id.  invested  in  3  per  cent,  stock,  the  total  amounted 
to  375/.  0s.  lid.  to  their  credit.  Still  he  wished  that  balance 
were  larger,  for  his  ambition  had  always  been — and  he  was 
sure  it  was  shared  by  every  member  of  the  Council — to  get 
the  Society  into  a  position  to  have  premises  of  its  own. 
(Hear,  hear.)  To  that  end  he  would  be  ready,  when  the 
proper  time  came — and  he  was  sure  others  would  also — to 
put  his  hand  into  his  pocket.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  they  had  a 
house  of  their  own  they  could  appropriate  parts  of  it  for  a 
laboratory,  chemical  lecture  room,  and  in  a  variety  of  other 
ways,  for  the  advantage  and  development  of  pharmacy.  The 
account  which  he  handed  in  had  been  vouched,  and  was,  he 
believed,  perfectly  correct. 

The  adoption  of  the  treasurer's  report  was  moved  by  Mr. 
J.  T.  Holmes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Grindley,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  President  said  the  next  business  was  the  election  of 
officers.    He  himself  did  not  seek  re-election  as  President. 

Mr.  Grindley,  in  proposing  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Brunker  be 
their  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  said  no  member  of  the 
Council  or  of  the  Society  was  more  competent  for  the  office, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  had  had  long  experience  as  President. 

The  Vice-President,  Mr.  Draper,  said  he  seconded  the 
motion  with  all  his  heart.  Mr.  Brunker  had  had  a  long 
experience  of  the  presidency,  and  he  (Mr.  Draper)  had  worked 
happily  and  comfortably  with  him  during  the  entire  time ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  no  better  President  had  ever  sat  at  that 
table.  Still  he  could  not  second  the  motion  with  unalloyed 
pleasure ;  for  he  could  not  do  so  without  a  feeling  of  regret 
that  Mr.  Allen  after  one  brief  year  of  office  should  have 
found  it  necessary  to  resign.  He — and  he  was  sure  a  great 
many  others — had  endeavoured  to  induce  Mr.  Allen  to  hold 
office  for  another  year  ;  but  as  that  gentleman  from  his 
engagements  had  felt  it  absolutely  necessary  to  resign,  he 
did  not  continue  the  pressure. 

Mr.  Downes  said  there  were  a  large  number  of  original 
members  of  the  Society  still  with  them  who  were  competent 
to  fill  the  chair  with  credit.  There  was  Sir  George  Owens, 
whom  he  would  be  happy  to  see  in  the  chair  ;  and  there  were 
Dr.  Collins  and  Dr.  Montgomery,  both  past  Governors 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall.  He  did  not  see  why  they  should 
turn  their  backs  on  those  gentlemen.  Then  there  was  their 
treasurer,  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  had  served  in  that  office  for 
twelve  years,  and  who  had  been  very  active  and  attentive. 
He  moved  an  amendment  that  Mr.  Hodgson  be  elected 
President. 

Mr.  Merrin  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hodgson  and  Dr.  Collins  both  intimated  that,  even  I 
if  elected,  they  would  be  obliged  to  decline  to  serve  as  I 
President  in  consequence  of  other  occupations,  and  both 
urged  the  election  of  Mr.  Brunker,  and  the  motion  was 
thereupon  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Brunker  then  took  the  chair  amid  applause,  and  said 
it  was  with  a  considerable  degree  of  regret  that  he  again 
occupied  the  chair.    He  had  hoped  that  Mr.  Allen  would  J 
continue  in  the  office  that  he  had  so  ably  filled  during  the  I 
past  year.    He  knew  from  experience  the  amount  of  work  I 
that  the  President  had  to  do,  and  he  also  knew  that  it  had  1 
been  by  no   means  less  than  in  former  years  during  Mr. 
Allen's  year  of  office,  and  that  he  had  devoted  an  enormous 
amount  of  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Society. 
The  attention  that  he  had  paid  to  the  examinations  and  to 
other  difficult  matters  during  the  past  year  showed  that  he 
was  well  worthy  to  fill  the  chair  for  many  a  year  to  come. 
He  therefore  regretted  very  much  that  Mr.  Allen  had  ex- 
pressed a  determination  not  to  continue  in  the  chair,  and  as 
for  himself,  he  could  not  resist  the  pressure  which  had  been 
so  strongly  brought  to  bear  on  him.    The  office  was  not  a 
light  one  at  the  present  moment,  and  he  knew  from  the  signs 
about  them  that  during  the  coming  year  a  great  deal  would 
have  to  be  done.    He  thanked  them  for  the  honour  they  had 
done  him  by  again  electing  him.  (Applause.) 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Allen, 
Mr.  Draper  was  unanimously  re-elected  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Hayes  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Hodgson  as 
treasurer.  He  had  done  his  work  thoroughly  well  during 
the  past  twelve  years,  and  had  kept  the  accounts  in  a  most 
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admirable  manner.  They  owed  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
all  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  a  thankless  office. 

Mr.  Downes  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  and  other  offices  should  be  filled  up  by  the  Council, 
and  not  at  the  general  meeting. 

The  President  said  that  under  the  by-laws,  which  had 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council, 
provision  was  made  for  the  election  of  the  "  officers  "  at  the 
"  annual  meeting."  This  had  been  done  for  the  last  twelve 
years,  and,  following  that  precedent,  he  must  rule  against 
Mr.  Downes. 

Mr.  Simpson  having  seconded  the  motion,  Mr.  Hodgson 
was  re-elected  unanimously. 

Dr.  Collins  proposed  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be 
given  to  Mr.  Allen  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  President  during  the  past  year.  He 
warmly  complimented  him  on  the  value  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed  and 
suitably  acknowledged. 

Messrs.  Hayes  and  Simpson  were  re-elected  auditors,  and 
Mr.  Ferrall  was  re  appointed  to  the  office  of  registrar. 

Mr.  Hodgson,  Dr.  Montgomery,  and  the  President  spoke 
highly  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Ferrall's  services. 

The  members  of  the  Law  and  Certificates  Committees  were 
appointed. 

Attendance  at  Committee  Meetings. 

Mr.  Allen  moved,  pursuant  to  notice,  that  in  future  the 
attendances  of  each  member  of  the  Council  on  committees 
during  the  year  be  given  in  the  papers  for  the  election  of  the 
Council.  He  thought  this  a  matter  of  simple  justice  to  the 
members  who  did  attend  the  committees.  During  his  year 
of  office  he  attended  nineteen  committee  meetings,  besides 
attending  at  examinations. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Downes  moved  an  amendment  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Council.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hayes, 
and  carried  by  nine  votes  to  eight. 

The  Law  Proceedings. 

Mr.  Downes  moved  that  the  Council  be  requested  to 
appoint  another  solicitor.  The  Society  had  lost  prestige 
through  the  failure  of  recent  prosecutions  in  Dublin. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  President  said  the  Society  had  a  solicitor  who  on 
former  occasions  had  conducted  their  business  with  success. 
In  reference  to  another  matter  he  wished  to  clear  away  some 
misconceptions.  The  Council  had  no  power  to  create  a 
second  grade  of  licentiates  consisting  of  chemists  or  druggists 
who  would  be  entitled  to  sell  poisons  but  not  to  compound 
prescriptions.  This  would  appear  on  a  reference  to  the 
preamble  of  their  Act  which  stated  that  "a  great  deficiency 
existed  through  Ireland  of  establishments  and  shops  for  the 
sale  of  medicines  and  compounding  of  prescriptions,"  and 
that  it  was  "  expedient  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  formation  of  a  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  for  the 
examination  of  persons  desiring  to  keep  open  shop  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  for  the  registration  of  such  of  the 
said  persons  as  may  be  found  on  examination  to  possess  a 
competent  practical  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  and 
general  chemistry,  and  other  branches  of  useful  knowledge, 
as  fic  persons  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  dispensing  and  com- 
pounding of  prescriptions  of  duly  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioners." So  that  the  Council  were  only  authorised  to  license 
persons  who  would  be  qualified  to  dispense  medical  pre- 
scriptions. The  acceptance  of  a  grade  styled  "  chemists  and 
druggists  "  under  their  Ac,  would  only  lead  to  the  foundation 
of  two  sets  of  men  having  equal  rights  as.  regards  their 
dealings  with  the  public,  and  only  differing  in  the  severity 
of  the  examination  which  they  had  passed.  The  Council  of 
the  day  were  therefore  wise  in  adopting  one  grade.  No 
doubt  some  persons  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  the  Council 
had  not  power  to  qualify  an  inferior  grade,  who  could  sell 
poisons  without  being  competent  to  exercise  the  other 
functions  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  but  to  obtain  such 
powers  legislation  would  be  necessary.  That  time  last  year 
he  expressed  a  hope  that  they  would  have  some  legislation 
during  the  year,  but  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  had  disap- 
pointed them,  declining  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the 
Society,  and  suggesting  that  what  they  wanted  should  be 
done  by  a  private  member  of  Parliament.    They  had  seen 


that  a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords  had  evinced  a  great 
interest  in  pharmaceutical  matters  in  England,  and  he 
(President)  intended  to  ascertain  from  his  Lordship  whether 
he  was  inclined  to  take  up  the  question  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  Ireland.  At  the  same  time  gentle- 
men should  remember  that  if  they  went  to  Parliament  they 
could  not  expect  to  have  everything  their  own  way.  They 
should  be  prepared  to  encounter  opposing  interests. 

Mr.  Hodgson  expressed  regret  that  a  power  of  registering 
all  those  persons  who  were  in  business  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  and  who  were  protected  by  it,  had  not  been 
secured  to  the  Council.  Now  they  were  in  a  state  of  ohaos. 
If  they  prosecuted  a  person  for  selling  poisons  without  being 
entitled  to  do  so,  they  generally  found  it  very  hard  to  prove 
that  he  was  not  in  business  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Dr.  Tichborne  remarked  that  six  years  ago  they  nearly 
succeeded  in  putting  that  matter  right,  but  owing  to  the 
political  unrest  and  changes  of  government  it  dropped 
through.^ 

Mr.  Hayes  said  that  if  members  had  attended  in  court 
during  one  of  the  prosecutions  referred  to  they  would  have 
been  able  to  assist  the  solicitor. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Downes  not  being  seconded  fell  to  the 
ground. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  5th  inst.  Present,  the  President,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brunker,  M.A.,  in  the  chair  ;  Vice-President  (Mr.  Draper), 
Mr.  W.  Allen  (ex-President),  Sir  George  Owens,  Dr.  Collins, 
Messrs.  McCormack,  Beggs,  Wells,  Charles  Evans,  Grindley, 
Hodgson  (Treasurer),  and  Dr.  Montgomery. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Alexander  C.  Doran,  thank- 
ing the  Council  for  their  letter  expressing  sympathy  with 
him  in  his  recent  domestic  bereavement. 

The  Privy  Council's  Views. 

A  letter  dated  September  28,  from  Mr.  W.  L.  Neville,  acting 
clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  was  received  in  reference  to  a  re- 
solution passed  by  the  Council  on  April  6  last,  and  a  rider 
subsequently  suggested  to  be  added  to  it.  The  resolution 
was  as  follows : — 

Any  candidate  who  presents  himself  for  examination  and  shall  receive 
an  examination  paper  in  due  course  from  an  examiner,  shall  be- 
regarded  as  a  rejected  candidate  if  he  does  not  attend  the  exami- 
nation throughout. 

The  rider  was  : — 

Unless  before  retiring  he  shall  haTC  made  the  necessary  number  oS 
marks  to  satisfy  the  examiner. 

The  letter  stated  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had 
made  the  following  observations  upon  the  rider  : — "  The 
amendment  suggested  partly  removes  the  apparent  hardship 
already  pointed  out,  but  it  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a 
candidate  who  before  making  the  number  of  marks  is  tempo- 
rarily compelled  to  leave.  'Number  of  marks'  appears  in 
the  amendment  to  mean  number  on  all  the  papers  and  sub- 
jects, and  not  merely  the  number  on  the  particular  paper.  Is 
this  intended  ? " 

The  President  :  The  law  officers  do  not  appear  to  have 
grasped  what  the  intention  of  this  proposed  by-law  is.  It 
did  not  refer  to  a  temporary  retirement  of  a  candidate  from 
examination  at  all,  but  to  his  total  withdrawal  after  having 
come  in  on  the  first  day. 

Dr.  Collins  :  Does  it  provide  for  the  case  of  a  young  man 
getting  ill  and  being  obliged  to  withdraw  after  having  gone 
through  half  of  his  examination ;  would  no  allowance  be 
made  for  him  ? 

The  President  :  That  is  evidently  the  case  that  the  law- 
officers  have  in  view. 

Mr.  Wells  :  If  a  man  were  to  withdraw  after  two  day& 
and  did  not  appear  again,  even  though  it  was  from  illness, 
would  we  have  power  to  allow  him  to  come  up  again  after 
three  months  1 

Mr.  Allen  :  We  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  in  a  case  in  which  that  was  done  it 
turned  out  that  there  had  been  an  abuse.    The  young  man> 
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withdrew  stating  that  he  was  ill ;  and  he  was  allowed  to 
come  in  for  examination  again  at  the  end  of  three  months. 
Afterwards  when  his  marks  in  the  first  examination  were 
investigated  it  was  found  that  he  would  have  been  plucked, 
even  though  he  had  remained. 

TJ  i  e  President  :  The  objection  of  the  law  officers  is  that 
under  the  rider  suggested  a  candidate  who,  after  having 
passed  part  of  his  examination,  should  be  obliged  to  retire 
in  consequence  of  indisposition,  would  not  be  able  to  come  up 
again  for  six  months. 

Dr.  Collins  :  The  same  thing  occurred  to  my  mind, 
namely,  that  jou  should  make  some  provision  for  illness. 
Of  course  a  man  might  pretend  illness,  but  there  will  not  be 
very  many  such  cases  I  fancy. 

Dr.  Collins  then  moved  : — 

That  the  following  be  an  additional  rider  to  the  resolution  number  one, 
April  1 — "  Or  unless  his  absence  shall  be  occasioned  by  illness 
certified  by  a  medical  certificate." 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

M  r.  Wells  :  An  explanation  should  be  given  to  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  as  well. 

The  President  :  Yes ;  I  undertake  to  draft  a  letter. 

A  letter  from  the  actiDg  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  en- 
closed an  order  in  council  approving  of  the  temporary 
appointment  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Moore  as  examiner  at  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  H.  C. 
Tweedy. 

The  Curriculum. 

A  report  from  the  Certificates  Committee  was  submitted. 

The  President  said  it  appeared  from  one  of  the  cer- 
tificates that  a  candidate  had  attended  twenty-three  out  of 
thii  ty  working  days  in  a  period  of  three  months. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Has  our  resolution  requiring  one  hundred 
working  hours  in  three  months  been  passed  by  the  Privy 
Council  yet  1 

The  President  :  It  is  before  them  along  with  other 
resolutions. 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Beggs,  a 
report  of  the  Law  Committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  John  Joseph  Sewell,  of  Killarney,  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  Society. 


New  Legislation. 

The  President  :  I  intend  to  write  at  once  to  the  Earl  of 
Milltown  and  ascertain  from  him  whether  he  can]do  anything 
for  us.  He  may  be  passing  through  town,  and  may  give  me 
a  personal  interview. 

Some  financial  business  having  been  disposed  of  the 
Council  adjourned. 


NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


OCTOBER  EXAMINATIONS. 
Passed  Preliminary  Candidates. 


Armour,  Richard,  13  Canal  Street, 
Newry. 

Devlin,,  Peter  John,  The  Medical 

II all,  Lismore. 
Eerriott,  David,  19  Castle  Street, 

SHgo. 


M'G-rath,  James,  2  Dublin  Street, 
Carlow. 

Shanks,  John  Bailey,  High  Street, 

Holywood. 
Wallace,  John,  59  Antrim  Road, 

Belfast. 


Passed  Licence  Candidates. 


Allan,  Alexander  Ferguson,  29 
Heytesbury  Street,  Dublin. 

Maxwell,  Robert  Wagner,  7  Long- 
wood.Avenue,  Dublin. 

Robb,  Samuel,  8  Cavendish  Row> 
Dublin. 


Robinson,  John  Simpson,  9  Duggan 
Place,  Rathmines. 

Rousselle,  Robert  Joseph,  107  Graf- 
ton Street,  Dublin. 

Walker,  Edward,  3  Lower  Sackville 
Street,  Dublin. 


Coincidental. — A  French  paper  brings  two  items  of  news 
in  juxta-position  which  surely  can  have  no  relation  with  each 

other.    They  run  as  follows  : — "  M.  le  Dr.  has  been 

appointed  chief  physician  to  the  Hopital  de  la  Charite." 
"  Orders  have  been  issued  by  the  authorities  for  the  imme- 
diate extension  of  the  Cimetiere  de  Parnasse." 


THE  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  council  room  of  the 
Mining  Institute,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1887,  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin,  F.L.S.,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting  were  read  by  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  C.  B.  Ford.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Council,  the  Association  now  numbers  seventy-five 
members  and  sixty- one  associates;  the  library  contains  185 
volumes.  Five  students  attended  the  chemistry  classes,  and 
ten  each  the  botany  and  pharmacy  and  materia  medica 
classes.  After  examination  at  the  end  of  the  session,  the 
prize  in  chemistry  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  Adamson,  in  botany 
to  Mr.  R.  W.  Maillard,  in  pharmacy  and  materia  medica 
to  Mr.  H.  Spargo.  An  extra  prize  in  materia  medica,  given 
by  Mr.  J.  Watson,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Maillard. 

The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Rheeder,  reported  that  the 
Association  was  indebted  to  the  treasurer  a  few  pounds,  but 
that  several  members  and  associates  had  not  yet  paid  their 
subscriptions. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Clague.  In  the  discussion  which  fol- 
lowed the  reading  of  the  reports  Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor  (Vice- 
President)  proposed,  and  Mr.  G.  Foggan  seconded,  the 
following  motion : — 

That  it  be  a  direction  to  the  incoming  Council  to  at  once  reduce  the 
expenditure  by  giving  up  the  rooms  rented  by  the  Association. 

Mr.  J.  Harrison  (Vice-President)  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment— 

That  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  giving  up  the  rooms  be  left  to 
the  incoming  Council  to  decide,  and  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
increase  the  membership. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Clague  seconded  the  amendment,  as  he  thought 
it  fully  met  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Proctor.  He  felt,  however, 
that  the  prospect  of  obtaining  an  addition  to  the  list  of 
members  and  associates  was  not  a  very  hopeful  one.  The 
amendment  was  carried. 

The  lecturers  reported  on  their  respective  classes,  and 
alluded  to  the  good  work  done  by  some  of  the  students,  and 
Professor  Bedson  especially  mentioned  the  excellent  work 
done  by  two  of  the  students  in  the  chemistry  class.  Pro- 
fessor Bedson  went  on  to  say  that  "  these  facts  warrant  the 
hope  that  the  Association  will  continue  its  missionary  efforts, 
which  will  in  time  be  rewarded  by  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
hard-working  and  industrious  students  amongst  those  who 
make  the  personal  sacrifice  to  enable  them  to  benefit  by  the 
opportunities  the  Association  briDgs  within  their  reach." 

The  prizes  were  then  distributed  by  Mr.  J.  Harrison  to  the 
students  with  appropriate  remarks. 

The  President  then  delivered  the  following  address  : — 

Gentlemen, — It  has  been  with  a  feeling  of  considerable 
depression  that  I  have  contemplated  the  duty  which  by  your 
rules  is  laid  upon  me  to-night,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
discover  and  analyse  the  cause.  It  is  not  in  the  least  that 
I  have  lost  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
remedy  for  the  ills  which  confront  the  chemists  and  druggists 
of  this  country,  or  that  I  doubt  that  the  machinery  of  this 
Association  might  be  made  a  factor  to  accomplish  a  useful 
purpose.  No ;  the  depression  arises  from  the  conviction 
forced  upon  me  by  the  past  two  years'  experience,  that  the 
registered  chemists  as  a  body  do  not  believe  in  education, 
and  do  not  want  it,  and  that  nothing  short  of  compulsion 
will  make  them  seek  it.  When  I  think  of  all  that  has  been 
said  and  written  upon  the  advantages  of  education,  how  the 
pages  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  have  for  forty  years 
and  more  teemed  with  advice  on  the  subject,  I  cannot  but 
reflect  that  the  probability  of  my  being  able  to  say  anything 
which  may  in  the  least  degree  help  to  arouse  chemists  from 
their  lethargy  is  remote  indeed.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  should  much  have  preferred  to  remain  silent,  but  as  it  is 
from  no  choice  of  mine  that  I  must  speak,  I  must  once 
again  tell  you  something  of  my  opinions.  The  reports  which 
have  been  read  in  your  hearing  tell  you  in  language  more 
eloquent  than  I  can  use  that  the  interest  which  was  aroused 
two  years  ago  by  the  anticipation  of  the  curriculum  has  con- 
siderably diminished,  and  that  there  is  danger  of  its  dwind- 
ling to  such  a  point  that  our  Association  will  collapse,  and 
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the  labour  and  money  which  have  already  been  spent  be 
sacrificed.  This  will  be  a  disappointment  to  some  of  us  who 
have  laboured  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  and  by  none  will 
the  grief  be  more  keenly  felt  than  by  myself ;  but  if  it  must 
and  does  come  to  pass  that  in  this  North  of  England  there  is 
so  little  faith  in  a  better  education  for  the  pharmacists  that 
it  is  not  worth  the  effort  to  support  a  local  school  of  phar- 
macy, I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  in  time  get  over  our  dis- 
appointment and  grief. 

Last  year  I  alluded  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  our 
business.    To-day  the  evils  are  accentuated,  and  a  condition 
of  affairs  is  being  brought  about  that  will  make  our  registra- 
tion simply  meaningless.    In  two  recent  legal  decisions  it 
has  been  decided  that  a  corporation  is  not  a  person  under  the 
meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  that  such  a  corporation, 
if  it  employs  a  registered  individual  to  sell  and  dispense 
poisons,  is  exempt  from  its  provisions.     One  cannot  avoid 
asking,  Is  it  likely  that  those  who  framed  the  Act  of  1868, 
and  were  careful  to  lay  down  with  so  much  precision  the 
conditions  for  selling  poisons,  would,  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  have  neglected  to  provide  that  any  company  who 
might  thereafter  sell  poisons  should  employ  a  registered 
assistant  ?    As  no  such  provision  is  made,  and  the  company 
may  from  time  to  time  have  in  its  employ  either  qualified  or 
unqualified  assistants,  I  think  the  inference  is  fair  that  Par- 
liament never  contemplated  companies  performing  the  func- 
tions of  chemists  and  druggists.  These  decisions  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  potent  influence  upon  the  distiibution  of  drugs  in  this 
country  in  the  future,  and  already  we  hear  of  a  number  of 
limited  liability  companies  starting  in  all  directions,  and  of 
something  very  like  a  panic  possessing  legitimate  chemists 
and  druggists.    It  would  be  easy,  and  perhaps  not  altogether 
unprofitable,  to  trace  how,  step  by  step,  those  upon  whom 
was  conferred  the  privilegeof  registration  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  have  neglected  their  opportunities  to  become  educated, 
and  have  failed  to  influence  the  public  to  demand  careful 
and  intelligent  service  in  the  distribution  of  drugs  by  lending 
themselves  to  the  distribution  of  quack  medicines.  The 
things  themselves  bore  a  good  profit,  and  there  was  no  labour, 
not  even  to  think,  in  handling  the  pills  of  others.  Printed 
matter  was  poured  in  upon  the  chemist,  and  his  name,  with- 
out a  farthing  of  expense  to  himself,  was  a  household  word 
as  the  agent  of  "  Old  Parr."    Moreover,  the  things  sold  like 
"  hot  cross  buns,"  and  the  1*.  l\d.,  2s.  9d.,  and  4s.  6d.  told 
up  a  goodly  sum  in  the  day's  return.    The  weak  point  was, 
and  is,  that  anybody  else  could  sell  "  hot  cross  buns,"  or 
"  Old  Parr's  Pills,"  and  sell  them  a  farthing  or  threepence 
cheaper  than  he  could  do.    It  does  not  need  education,  or 
special  training,  or  high  moral  character  to  dispense  such 
wares,  and  so  it  was  no  wonder  that  men  who  wanted  a  bait 
to  trap  customers,  and  did  not  desire  to  sell  their  own  goods 
without  a  profit,  should  seize  upon  things  possessing  such 
great  advantages  for  their  purpose  as  patent  medicines. 
And  so  it  went  on  from  one  step  to  another  until  these 
vendors  of  patent  medicines  have  found  the  means  of  driving 
the  proverbial  coach-and-four]  through  our  Pharmacy  Act 
Two  courses  are  now  open  to  us.    The  one  is  to  endeavour 
to  fight  these  interlopers  with  their  own  weapons,  and  thereby 
confess  that  we  were,  and  are,  unworthy  of  the  privileges 
conferred  upon  us  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  to  demand 
from  our  fellow-countrymen  the  reward  we  have  hitherto 
expected  for  our  services.    The  other  is,  to  look  the  situa- 
tion sternly  in  the  face,  to  realise  the  fact  that  a  serious 
breach  is  made  in  our  walls,  and  that  if  we  are  to  hold  our 
own  and  retain,  or  I  might  almost  say  regain,  the  confidence 
of  the  medical  men  and  the  public,  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in 
setting  our  house  in  order.    If,  as  a  body,  we  adopt  the  first 
course,  there  must  very  soon  come  the  survival  of  the  fittest 
in  the  person  of  the  capitalist.    The  large  oapitalist  is  the 
only  one  who  can  honestly  compete  with  the  prices  at  which 
co-operative  societies  may  choose  to  sell  drugs,  and  for  most 
chemists  and  druggists,  with  the  amount  of  capital  in  money 
which  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  carry  on  a  retail  busi- 
ness, it  must  be  only  a  more  or  less  prolonged  struggle  ;  but 
their  final  extinction  is  certain.    I  do  not  yet  believe,  how- 
ever, that  our  countrymen  will  prefer  to  be  dosed  with  drugs 
by  the  pound  or  the  ton,  simply  because  the  drugs  are  cheap 
as  well  as  nasty  ;  but  that  their  choice  in  the  future  will  be, 
as  in  the  past,  to  prefer  to  pay  the  chemist  who  has  inspired 
in  them  confidence  in  his  skill  and  ability  for  the  single  dose 
rather  than  purchase  a  dozen  doses  from  a  man  whose  only 


claim  upon  their  notice  was  that  he  sold  physic  cheap.  For 
this  reason  I  am  convinced  that,  if  the  distribution  of  dregs 
leaves  the  registered  chemists  and  druggists,  to  be  taken  up 
by  capitalists  and  companies,  it  will  be  as  a  consequence, 
and  only  as  a  consequence,  of  the  former  having  neglected  to 
qualify  themselves,  by  education  and  superior  training,  to 
influence  their  customers  and  the  public  to  come  to  them 
and  ungrudgingly  pay  them  a  suitable  reward  for  honest  and 
faithful  service. 

I  said  just  now  we  should  begin  in  sober  earnest  to  put  our 
house  in  order.  There  are  two  directions  in  which  this  is  to 
be  done — by  education,  and  by  political  action.  I  place 
them,  and  will  consider  them,  in  the  order  of  their  import- 
ance. At  the  present  time  there  is  probably  no  word  so 
frequently  on  men's  lips,  and  no  subject  which  occupies  so 
large  a  share  of  their  thoughts,  as  education.  We  have  been 
told  ad  nauseam  that  whatever  position  of  equality  or 
supremacy  we  have  gained  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world 
is  being  seriously  imperilled  by  the  superior  education  of 
other  nations.  I  do  not  stay  to  inquire  into  the  accuracy  of 
this  statement,  but  will,  if  you  please,  take  it  for  granted. 
Before  I  proceed,  however,  to  consider  education  in  its  rela- 
tion to  pharmacy,  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  upon  the 
general  subject.  If  we  study  the  demands  of  the  people, 
and  observe  how  those  who  should  be  teachers  and  pioneers 
of  learning  respond  to  their  appeals,  it  will  be  seen  there  is 
a  great  danger  that,  in  our  eagerness  to  supply  the  education, 
which  is  giving  other  countries  advantages,  we  make  our 
English  people  "  Jacks  of  all  trades,  and  masters  of  none." 
There  is  at  the  present  moment  a  rage  for  "useful  know- 
ledge," the  word  "  useful  "  being  taken  to  mean  something 
which  at  an  early  period  can  be  converted  into  money. 
Hence,  we  have  our  evening  classes  and  popular  lectures,  by 
which  men  are  led  to  think  that  subjects  which  are  worthy 
the  whole  powers  of  mind  and  body  for  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  a  man's  life  can  be  studied  and  learnt  in  the  dregH  of 
time  after  men  have  given  the  best  of  their  powers  to  com- 
merce or  toil.  Such  practices  have  produced  an  impatience 
of  prolonged  study,  and  we  see  colleges  and  schools,  instead 
of  insisting  that  education  (which  is  the  art  of  cultivating  and 
developing  the  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  faculties  of 
men,  and  is  of  necessity  a  slow  and  gradual  process,  and 
must,  to  be  successful,  have  time)  cut  down  their  schemes  of 
education  to  the  barest  possible  limit  that  the  mind  can 
perform  certain  gymnastic  exercises  in  the  subjects  taught, 
called  "passing  the  examination."  I  say  all  this  has  a  most 
perniciou«  effect  on  real  and  thorough  education,  and  will 
have  but  a  very  small  influence  in  enabling  England  to  hold 
her  own  in  the  race  of  nations.  England  had  a  Nelson  and 
a  Wellington,  a  Earaday,  a  Dalton,  and  a  Turner  long  before 
this  craze  for  universal  knowledge  seized  everybody  ;  and  if 
she  still  can  boast  of  a  General  lloberts,  a  Koscoe,  and  an 
Armstrong,  and  a  Iluskin,  it  is  because  there  are  men  who 
have  not  come  under  the  influence  of  modern  views,  or  who, 
in  spite  of  them,  concentrate  the  best  powers  of  mind  and 
body  in  the  prosecution  of  some  one  subject  worthy  of  such 
devotion.  But  enough  of  this  ;  a  longer  time  than  J  can 
spare  would  not  do  justice  to  the  subject.  I  only  refer  to  it 
because  the  same  spirit  prevails  in  pharmaceutical  education, 
and  is  the  chief  factor  in  its  failure. 

I  will  pass  over  the  education  considered  necessary  for  the 
Preliminary  examination,  and  content  myself  with  remark- 
ing that,  meagre  as  is  the  total  amount  of  information  in 
classics  and  mathematics  which  is  demanded  from  the 
student,  the  examiners  appear  to  use  an  exceedingly  open 
sieve,  and  to  pass  through  it  young  men  to  whom  it  would 
be  a  positive  kindness  to  suggest  they  were  taking  a  wrong 
step  in  devoting  their  limited  capacities  and  attainments 
to  the  pursuit  of  the  sciences  essential  to  produce  a  phar- 
macist. 

I  will  at  once  pass  on  to  the  means  provided  for  education 
in  the  technical  subjects  of  pharmacy  ;  and,  as  members  cf 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  we  may  not  be  considered  un- 
reasonable if  we  turn  to  the  syllabus  of  our  own  school  of 
Pharmacy  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  question  as  to  how  far 
that  fulfils,  or  comes  short  of,  our  ideal.  This  will  possess 
the  greater  interest  for  us  because  there  have  been  within 
recent  years  changes  in  connection  with  the  methods  and 
the  persmmel  of  teaching  which  we  shall  find  of  interest. 
Two  such  honoured  names  as  P,edwood  and  Bentley  have 
disappeared  from  the  active  teaching  staff,  although  happity 
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the  individuals  are  still  amongst  us,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
their  ripe  experience  and  wisdom  may  be  available  to  counsel 
and  advise  the  younger  generation. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  some  of  us  who  studied  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  that,  under  the  old  regime,  the  session 
•extended  over  the  ten  months,  from  October  to  July,  and  that 
the  lecturer  on  chemistry  whilst  he  expounded  the  doctrines 
and  principles  of  his  science,  taught  and  illustrated  many  of 
their  practical  applications  in  pharmacy  ;  and  the  lecturer  on 
botany  applied  the  teachings  of  that  science  to  the  education 
of  his  students  in  a  knowledge  of  that  all-important  subject, 
materia  medica.  But,  Tcmpora  mutantur  et  nos  mutamur  in 
iltfs,  and  when  we  come  to  study  the  latest  syllabus  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  we  find  the  session  is  cut  down  to  five  months.  Let 
us  take  the  subjects  as  they  are  detailed  in  the  list,  and 
inquire  into  the  effect  of  this  change.  The  first  subject  is 
chemistry,  and  after  carefully  reading  the  schedule  of  Pro- 
fessor Dunstan's  lectures  on  pages  5  and  6, 1  am  bound  to  say 
chat,  without  in  the  least  degree  doubting  the  Professor's 
ability  to  compress  into  the  time  from  October  to  February 
all  that  is  there  stated,  I  do  most  emphatically  question 
whether  his  best  student  can  do  justice  to  such  a  course  in 
the  time  allotted.  And  ought  the  amount  of  work  to  be 
accomplished  to  be  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  brilliant 
student  or  to  the  average  one  1  It  is  true  we  are  told  in  the 
introductory  paragraphs  that  the  course  is  repeated  from 
March  to  July,  and  that  the  experimental  illustrations  in  the 
second  course  differ  from  those  in  the  first  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  the  second  course  valuable,  and  I  presume 
desirable,  on  the  part  of  the  student;  although  how  this 
latter  statement  can  be  quite  reconciled  with  the  fact  specifi- 
cally mentioned  that  each  course  is  "  experimentally  illus- 
trated in  the  fullest  manner  possible "  is  more  than  I  can 
explain.  I  think  it  means  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
have,  in  effect,  sanctioned  the  idea  that  facts  twice  stated, 
however  hurriedly,  are  educationally  of  more  value  than  when 
the  same  facts  are  taught  over  a  period  sufficiently  prolonged 
to  allow  of  the  complete  assimilation  and  digestion  of  them. 
In  the  next  subject— "  practical  chemistry" — it  is  more  easy 
to  adapt  the  method  to  the  exigencies  of  students,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  pursuing  their  studies  independently  of 
each  other ;  so  that  I  may  pass  over  this  with  no  other 
remark  than  to  express  the  hope  that  the  majority  of  those 
whose  privilege  it  is  to  study  at  Bloomsbury  Square  will 
remain  under  Professor  Attfield's  careful  tuition  for  the  full 
ten  months,  and  as  many  hours  of  as  many  days  of  that 
period  as  they  can  reasonably  spare  from  their  other  subjects. 
The  retirement  of  Professor  Bentley,  who  combined  the 
subjects  of  botany  and  materia  medica,  necessitated  the 
appointment  of  another  Professor,  and  has  given  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  as  to  the  relative  importance  to  the  phar- 
macist of  these  two  subjects.  It  is  not  now  my  concern  to 
offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  intrinsic  value  as  a  science  of 
either  botany  or  materia  medica.  I  am  only  concerned  to 
■consider  the  teaching  oE  these  subjects  in  their  relation  to 
the  practical  work  which  the  pharmacist  has  to  perform.  In 
this  sense  I  differ  entirely  from  the  Council.  Botany,  how- 
ever fascinating  and  valuable  as  a  science,  is  of  importance  to 
the  pharmacist  chiefly  as  the  handmaid  and  interpreter  of 
materia  medica,  and  more  time  and  attention  should  be 
bestowed  on  the  latter  than  on  the  former.  What  do  we 
find  ?  To  botany  is  given  up  all  the  time,  and  materia 
medica  is  relegated  to  a  course  of  demonstrations  in  which 
the  teacher  is  to  set  forth  "the  habitats  and  methods  of 
cultivation  of  the  plants  yielding  articles  of  materia  medica, 
and  the  mode  of  preparing  drugs  for  the  market,  will  be 
described,  as  well  as  the  different  qualities  of  drugs,  and  the 
substitutions,  accidental  admixtures,  and  possible  adultera- 
tions to  which  they  are  liable." 

"The  diagnostic  characters  and  physical  and  morphological 
peculiarities  of  each  drug  will  be  indicated,  and  the  histo- 
logical structure  demonstrated  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
tissues  in  which  the  active  ingredients  are  present,  and  to 
the  utilisation  of  such  knowledge  in  determining  the  purity 
of  powdered  drugs,"  of  17  05  drugs  per  hour  for  twenty  hours. 
When,  gentlemen,  I  read  that  portion  of  the  syllabus  I 
rubbed  my  eyes,  and  if  I  had  been  a  little  older  I  should 
have  polished  my  spectacles.  That  materia  medica,  which  is, 
j9ar,  excellence;,  the  subject  with  which  pharmacists  should  be 


acquainted,  can,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Council,  be  taught  in 
such  a  manner  is  to  me  an  astounding  revelation.  I  presume 
the  Council  consider  the  subject  can  be  taught  and  learnt  in 
this  way,  because  I  remember  the  righteous  indignation 
which  has  been  expressed  by  some  members  of  Council 
against  certain  heterodox  methods  called  "  cram."  The  name 
of  Mr.  Holmes  as  an  authority  on  the  subject  is  so  well 
known  that  we  are  bound  to  consider  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  have  alone  driven  him  to  adopt  such  a  purely  artificial 
system  of  teaching  as  to  arrange  the  341  drugs  as  roots, 
barks,  leaves,  &c,  and  thus  to  present  to  the  student  at  one 
lecture  substances  with  so  few  natural  affinities  as  aconite, 
calumba,  senega,  ipecacuanha,  and  so  on.  It  may  occa- 
sionally in  lecturing  be  advisable  to  show  students  other 
roots,  barks,  or  leaves,  which  more  or  less  resemble  the  one 
that  is  being  described,  but  to  carry  this  to  such  a  point  as 
to  bring  together  leaves  so  little  likely  to  be  confounded  as 
aconite  and  buchu  in  my  opinion  scarcely  compensates  for 
the  many  disadvantages  which  are  features  of  the  method. 
It  is  with  a  feeling  of  relief  that  I  am  able  to  turn  from  such 
adverse  criticism  to  express  my  warm  approval  of  the  syllabus 
of  pharmacy  and  practical  pharmacy,  which  is  now  amplified 
and  announced  to  be  taught  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
Society's  School  of  Pharmacy. 

I  think  you  will  gather  from  what  I  have  said  that  in  my 
opinion  pharmaceutical  education  at  its  fountain-head  is  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition,  and  the  Council  might  well  have 
spent  much  of  the  time  and  some  of  the  money  which  have 
gone  in  other  directions  to  a  scheme  for  putting  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  on  a  basis  that  it  shall  be  equal  to  fully 
training  meD,  and  be  a  model  for  all  other  Schools  of  Phar- 
macy to  copy. 

I  have  already  occupied  so  much  of  your  time  in  a  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  of  education  that  my  remarks  on 
political  action  must  be  brief.  By  political  action  I  do  not 
primarily  refer  to  legislation  by  Parliament.  As  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  we  shall  do  well  not  to  wait  for  Acts 
of  Parliament  to  help  us.  We  have  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  if  adequately  supported,  the  means  of  accomplishing 
much  that  will  benefit  us  ;  if  we  use  all  our  privileges  to 
render  ourselves  more  worthy  of  legislative  care  it  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  any  desired  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment when  opportunity  arises. 

As  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  the  exe- 
cutive through  which  the  wishes  and  commands  of  the 
members  must  be  carried  into  effect,  the  persons  chosen  and 
the  method  of  their  election  is  of  the  highest  importance. 
Anyone  who  will  consult  the  results  of  the  poll  for  members 
of  Council  will  observe  what  gives  indication  of  a  certain 
feeling  of  prejudice  against  London  members.  In  the  earlier 
years  of  the  Society  the  Council  was  mainly  composed  of 
London  members,  and  later,  when  the  country  members  had 
increased  in  number,  we  still  found  London  men  headed  the 
lists  ;  but  now,  without  depreciating  the  merit  of  those  pro- 
vincial gentlemen  who  head  the  poll,  we  may  feel  surprised 
that  London  members  who  have  done  valiant  service  for  the 
Society  are  placed  so  low  in  the  list.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
Society  may  operate  by  deterring  good  men  in  London  from 
coming  forward  as  candidates  for  the  Council.  This  cannot 
fail  to  be  harmful  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Society,  as  it 
is  well  known  that  the  arduous  and  almost  continuous  duties 
which  are  demanded  from,  and  cheerfully  performed  by,  the 
President  of  the  Society  could  not  be  as  efficiently  rendered 
by  any  provincial  member.  The  same,  perhaps  in  a  less 
degree  only,  will  apply  to  the  treasurer,  and  to  some  others 
upon  whom  must  devolve  the  carrying  out  of  many  details 
of  executive  work.  At  the  last  election,  gentlemen,  our 
treasurer,  who  has  done  such  good  service  for  seven  years, 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll  of  elected  members ;  and  an- 
other old  member  of  Council,  who  has  devoted  a  consider- 
able amount  of  care  and  time  to  the  work  of  the  Society,  was 
displaced,  and  has  only  found  a  seat  on  the  Council  in  con- 
sequence of  the  resignation  of  another  valuable  London 
member,  one  of  the  ex- Presidents  of  the  Society.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  dictate  to  the  members  and  associates  for  whom 
they  shall  vote ;  but,  speaking  as  a  country  member  to  my 
fellow-members  in  the  provinces,  I  would  ask  them  to  think 
not  of  the  present  only,  but  also  of  the  future  of  pharmacy, 
and  to  vote  for  a  larger  proportion  of  men  who,  by  their 
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qualification  and  residence  in  London,  will  be  able  to  do  more 
effective  work  for  the  Society. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  quote  the  dictum  of  Professor  Leech 
in  his  paper  on  the  "  Future  of  Pharmacy,"  that,  "  if  phar- 
macy is  to  hold  its  own,  each  pharmacist  must  be  in  the 
future  the  guarantor  of  the  purities  of  the  medicines  he 
dispenses,  not  the  mere  distributor."  This  can  only  be  at- 
tained through  careful  systematic  education,  and  a  thorough 
co-operation  with  the  aims  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  passed  to  the  President 
for  his  address,  the  officers  and  Council  were  re-elected,  the 
only  chaDge  being  that  Alderman  Owen  was  chosen  for  the 
position  of  Vice-President,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor, 
who  preferred  to  retire.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr 
Proctor  for  his  past  services. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 


THE  third  session  of  the  school  of  pharmacy  in  connection 
with  this  society  was  inaugurated  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, in  the  Cutlers'  Hall,  Sheffield.  The  meeting  was  one  of 
exceptional  interest,  Mr.  Carteighe,  president  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  with  several  leading  pharmacists  from  other 
towns,  being  present.  A  small  but  interesting  exhibit  of 
pharmaceutical  cuiios,  botanical  specimens,  and  microscopic 
objects,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Grierson,  one  of  the  honorary 
secretaries  of  the  Association,  served  to  pass  the  time  agree- 
ably from  7  to  7.30,  when  Mr.  Furness,  president  of  the 
society,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Caiteighe  and  Mr.  Humphrey 
(honorary  secretary),  ascended  the  platform.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  F.  B.  Benger  (president,  Pharmaceutical 
Conference),  Dr.  Symes  (Liverpool),  Mr.  Radley  (Southport), 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  (president,  Society  of  Public  Analysts),  and 
Messrs.  Newsholme,  Cubley,  Preston,  Fox,  Ward,  Kirkby,  Brad- 
well,  Ellinor,  Watson,  Dobb,  junr.,  Morrison,  and  other  Sheffield 
pharmacists.  A  score  of  ladies  were  present,  the  company 
altogether  numbering  over  seventy. 

The  President's  Addeess. 

Mr.  Fueness,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  he  believed 
that  never  since  its  establishment  had  this  society  commenced 
a  session  under  more  favourable  circumstances.  Many  of  the 
students  before  him,  no  doubt,  would  have  a  very  vague 
and  ill-defined  impression  of  the  business  they  had  embarked 
in.  Having  warned  them  not  to  be  despondent  if  their 
youthful  expectations  were  not  realised,  he  referred  to  the 
history  of  the  profession  they  had  adopted.  They  formed — 
or,  rather,  should  form— an  integral  part  of  the  healing  art, 
sometimes  called  the  "fourth  estate"  of  medicine.  They 
could  trace  and  boast  a  long  historical  record.  Their's  might 
be  designated  with  truth  a  philanthropic  calling.  There  was 
nothing  in  it  to  prevent  any  of  its  devotees  aspiring  to  and 
attaining  the  highest  social,  public,  or  scientific  position. 
They  were  rapidly  losing  the  more  strictly  commercial  part 
of  their  calling,  to  which  they  had  hitherto  had  a  claim,  and 
what  was  called  enterprise  was  driving  their  more  scientific 
resources  into  the  hands  of  a  select  few,  so  that  by  many 
their  craft  was  thought  to  be  in  danger.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, share  these  views.  In  the  past  they  might  have 
occasionally  poached  upon  the  preserves  of  other  trades, 
but  until  quite  recently  their  own  domains  had  been 
free  from  intrusion.  Their's  was  a  business  which-  could  not 
be  carried  on  with  any  ordinary  amount  of  commercial  profit. 
The  public  had  accepted  the  iniquitous  system  which  had 
been  forced  upon  them  by  the  unscrupulous  combination  of 
traders.  How  long  the  senseless  cutting  trade  in  medicines 
would  be  tolerated  was  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  Per- 
haps so  long  as  the  iniquitous  system  was  attended  with  no 
more  glaring  dangers  than  had  yet  been  manifested  it  would 
only  be  destructive  to  the  many  chemists  and  druggists  whom 
it  considerably  affected.  A  revival  in  trade  or  a  few  serious 
mishaps  might  produce  a  healthier  tone,  and  restore  the 
vending  and  compounding  of  drugs  to  its  legitimate 
channels.  He  did  not  think  medical  men  as  a  body  were 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  pharmacy  portion  of  their  practice. 
They  should  let  the  medical  profession  understand  that  it 
would  be  inimical  to  their  interests  to  retain  their  position 


as  dispensers  of  medicine,  which  was  capable  of  no  excuse 
except  that  of  expediency  to  themselves.  He  also  spoke 
about  medical  men  lendiDg  their  name  and  usiDg  preparations 
for  the  purpose  of  advertising  the  various  nostrums.  In 
conclusion  he  referred  to  the  history  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  gave  words  of  advice  to  the  students  as  to  their 
future  labours. 

The  Chairman  afterwards  called  upon  Mr.  Carteighe  to 
distribute  the  prizes,  speaking  in  eulogistic  terms  of  the 
accomplishments  and  labours  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Carteighe  then  presented  the  prizes,  giving  a  few 
words  of  counsel  and  congratulation  to  each  recipient. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prize  winners  : — Bctany  :  1, 
T.  L.  Holleley  ;  2  (special  prize  by  lecturer),  A.  S.  Smith:, 
materia  medica,  H.  Smith  ;  chemistry,  J.  T.  Ellinor  ;  practical 
chemistry  :  1,  J.  H.  Golland  ;  2  (special  prize  by  lecturer), 
J.  T.  Ellinor.  The  President's  prize  for  proficiency  in  all 
subjects  was  gained  by  J.  T.  Ellinor. 

A  Voice  feom  London. 

Mr.  Caeteigiie,  who  was  very  warmly  received,  said  he 
felt  himself  placed  in  a  somewhat  embarrassing  position  after 
the  eloquent  address  of  their  President  by  the  request  that 
he  would  "  say  something  "  to  his  Yorkshire  brethren.  He 
had  been  under  the  impression  that  it  would  be  his  high  and 
honourable  privilege  to  present  the  prizes  to  the  successful 
students.  In  accepting  that  honour  he  felt  that  it  was  a 
compliment  paid  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  that  it 
was  in  his  capacity  as  its  President  that  he  was  present.  He 
congratulated  them  all  on  the  fact  that  they  had  a  school,  and 
he  congratulated  the  students  on  their  success.  But  the 
thing  above  ail  others  which  was  a  subject  of  congratulation 
was  that  this  and  kindred  associations  placed  before  students 
on  the  very  threshold  of  their  career  the  means  of  obtaining 
a  knowledge  of  what  they  would  have  to  do.  He  held  that 
the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  future  should  begiD,  as 
soon  as  they  were  apprenticed,  not  only  to  work  at  the 
mechanical  part  of  the  craft  but  at  the  scientific  principles 
on  which  that  craft  was  based.  Whatever  they  might  do  in 
London  in  the  way  of  keeping  up  a  typical  school  must  always 
be  limited  in  regard  to  the  number  of  students  influenced  ; 
it  was  obviously  their  duty,  therefore,  to  the  body  of  the 
trade  and  to  the  public  to  encourage  such  associations  as 
this  in  carrying  on  such  work.  Some  of  those  around  him 
had  been  connected  with  pharmacy  for  something  like 
twenty  years — some  of  them  for  a  much  longer  period — and 
they  had  had  some  experience  in  the  birth  of  local 
associations  and  local  schools.  They  knew  that  in  many 
cases  there  had  been  deaths  as  well  as  births  ot  local  asso- 
ciations, and  that  a  good  many  schools  had  gradually  lapsed. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  as  regards  pharmaceutical 
education,  in  convincing  parents  and  guardians — and  in  many 
cases  principals  who  were  taking  apprentices — of  the  import- 
ance of  the  latter  beginning  to  read  and  work  at  botany,  che- 
mistry, and  the  materia  medica  at  the  same  time  that  they 
began  their  ordinary  shopwork.  Apprentices  did  not  want  to 
go  through  their  work  in  a  mechanical  way  for  three  or  four 
years  without  knowirg  something  of  the  reasons  which 
should  guide  them  in  the  operations  they  were  carrying  out. 
By  such  a  course  the  interest  of  their  work  was  destroyed, 
and  they  became  at  twenty-one  mere  machines.  Many  of 
the  candidates  who  came  before  the  Board  of  Examiners 
in  London  showed  that  they  were  mere  pharmaceutical 
machines,  and  he  feared  this  was  not  always  the  fault  of  the 
candidates.  It  was  in  view  of  the  difficulties  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  way  of  apprentices  and  assistants  getting 
knowledge  early  in  their  career  that  many  local  associations 
— of  which  that  in  Sheffield  was  a  typical  one — had  started 
systematic  courses  of  lectures  and  instruction.  He  congratu- 
lated the  Sheffield  Association  and  the  students  on  the  very 
satisfactory  way  in  which  they  appeared  to  be  going  on.  Lie 
congratulated  them  that  there  were  in  Sheffield  men  who  were 
most  competent  to  teach,  and  who  were  willing  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  work  con  amore.  The  work  they  had  to  do 
in  the  course  of  a  session  was  undoubtedly  exces>ive,  and  the 
remuneration  upon  the  low  scale  of  fees  which  were  charged 
must  be  very  little.  He  presumed  that  those  gentlemen  must- 
be  willing  for  the  gocd  of  their  craft  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  apprentices  to  give  the  work  of  their  brains  and 
their  skill  as  teachers  for  practically  nothing.  Personally, 
and  as  a  representative  of  the  pharmaceutical  body,  he  was 


482 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[October  15,  1887. 


deeply  grateful  to  them  for  doing  so.  Their  willingness  to 
do  this  was,  he  thought,  a  good  sign  of  the  times.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  most  of  them  knew,  was  founded 
and  was  practically  carried  on  by  voluntary  work,  and  it  was 
gratifying  to  know  that  similar  voluntary  effort  was  forth- 
coming in  a  big  town  like  Sheffield.  Perhaps  in  course  of 
time  the  school  would  get  larger,  and  duties  of  the  teachers 
become  so  much  more  important  that  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  ask  a  somewhat  higher  fee.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  parents  and  guardians  understood  that  this  was  a  craft 
that  required  something  more  than  mere  knowledge  of  the 
secrets  of  the  trade ;  and  apprentices  and  their  parents  and 
guardians  should  be  willing  to  give  further  time  and,  if  need 
be,  money  also  for  obtaining  that  part  of  their  education 
which  principals  had  not  always  the  means  of  affording.  It 
was  perfectly  obvious  that  principals  personally  were  not 
always  able,  and  some  were  not  willing,  to  teach  their  ap- 
prentices every  subject  which  was  required  by  the  examiners. 
All  that  the  principal  could  do,  and  that  it  seemed  to  him 
should  do,  was  to  encourage  and  to  give  facilities  for  the  ac- 
quirement by  his  apprentice  of  that  scientiSc  knowledge  which 
he  did  not  undertake  to  give  during  the  term  of  apprentice- 
ship. It  could  not  be  too  strongly  urged  that  there  was  a 
great  advantage  in  an  apprentice  beginning  by  taking  one 
course  of  lectures,  and  then  following  it  up  by  other  courses. 
He  might  begin  with  theoretical  chemistry,  the  next  year 
he  could  take  up  materia  medica,  the  third  year  he  should 
take  botany,  and  the  last  year  he  might  take  practical 
chemistry.  Now  the  actual  loss  of  time  to  a  principal,  if  the 
teaching  was  done  in  the  ordinary  working  hours,  need  not 
be  excessive,  whilst  the  gain  to  the  student  all  through  was 
immense.  He  ventured  to  think  that  principals  who  were 
willing  thus  to  allow  time  would  find  that  their  apprentices 
were  practically  advancing  more  rapidly  and  becoming  of 
more  real  use  to  them  that  would  otherwise  be  possible.  He 
concluded  by  thanking  the  local  society  for  the  courtesy  it 
had  shown  in  inviting  him  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Ellinok  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Carteighe 
for  having  attended  and  distributed  the  prizes. 

Mr.  Preston  seconded  the  motion,  and  referred  with 
satisfaction  to  the  voluntary  help  which  was  given  to  the 
echool  by  local  pharmacists.  He  suggested  that  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  should  offer  grants  to 
associates  somewhat  in  the  same  way  as  South  Kensington 
did  for  successes  in  science  and  art.  He  further  suggested 
that  the  Society  should  not  pluck  a  man  in  his  examination 
merely  because  he  had  failed  in  one  subject. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  in  acknowledging  the  vote,  said  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  always  had  re- 
ceived, and  he  believed  always  would  receive,  a  hearty 
welcome  amongst  his  provincial  brethren.  It  had  been  so 
from  the  days  of  Jacob  Bell,  and  even  from  those  of  William 
Allen.  With  regard  to  visiting  provincial  associations,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  good 
thing  if  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could 
be  present  at  every  meeting  of  this  kind  throughout  the 
country.  There  was  one  objection  to  such  a  course,  and  that 
was  fr.om  the  point  of  view  of  the  holder  of  the  office.  There 
was  such  a  mass  of  detail  work  to  be  got  through  in  London 
that  practically  there  was  very  little  time  left  for  the 
President  to  travel  in  the  country.  The  Presidents  of  the 
Society  had  to  be  chosen  from  the  workers  in  pharmacy  as  the 
presidents  of  most  of  the  local  societies  were ;  and  during 
one  part  of  the  year  they  had  to  devote  themselves  to  a 
process  which  he  might  describe  as  that  of  making  bread  and 
butter.  (Laughter.)  More  provincial  towns  might  in  the 
past  have  been  visited  if  there  had  been  a  direct  intimation 
that  the  presence  of  the  President  would  be  welcomed. 
Presidents  liked  to  come  to  meetings  of  this  kind.  One  of 
the  objects  for  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  founded 
was  the  promotion  of  education,  and  the  President  would 
always  be  glad  to  visit  towns  where  education  had  been 
satisfactorily  carried  on.  As  to  Mr.  Preston's  suggestions,  he 
would  probably  accept  the  invitation  which  he  (the  Presi- 
dent) now  made,  namely,  that  he  would  put  them  on  paper. 
He  (the  speaker)  would  submit  them  in  due  course  to  the 
authorities  for  consideration.  (Applause.)  As  to  Mr.  Preston's 
suggestions  as  to  the  grants,  he  might  perhaps  say  something 
now,  but  before  doing  so  he  should  like  to  say  that 
many  of  his  colleagues  on  the  Council  were  anxious  to 
assist  provincial  education ;  at  the  same  time  they  did 


not  want  to  appear  to  do  anything  which  would  savour 
of  patronage  to  or  pauperism  of  the  student.  Students, 
he  thought,  would  prefer  to  bear  a  certain  amount  of  the 
expense  which  was  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  getting  their 
knowledge.  It  was  right  that  they  should  pay  it ;  it  was 
right  that  they  should  be  independent.  What  the  Society 
had  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  do  was  to  assist  pro- 
vincial education  in  centres  like  Sheffield  by,  as  it  were,  help- 
ing to  provide  the  machinery  and  books,  just  as  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  they  helped  to  provide  the  room,  the 
apparatus,  and  all  the  rest  of  it — the  foundation,  in  fact.  So 
it  often  happened  that  their  grants  had  gone  in  starting 
museums,  buying  cases  and  things  of  that  sort,  helping  with 
a  capital  sum  the  little  capital  sum  which  was  raised  by  local 
effort.  The  fees  paid  by  students  here  were  extremely  small. 
He  assured  them  that,  from  a  long  experience  of  the  Exami- 
nation Board,  and  from  personal  communications  with  candi- 
dates, he  found  that  the  amount  of  money  that  was  paid  in 
fees  after  the  age  of  twenty-one  by  men  who  had  been 
apprenticed  in  provincial  towns,  in  order  to  be- 
come qualified,  was  immeasurably  greater  than  most 
people  would  suppose.  Therefore,  if  they  should  place 
before  apprentices  in  Sheffield — even  at  a  considerably 
higher  fee— a  sound  education,  they  would  be  giving  them 
a  thing  which  they  would  have  to  pay  ten  times  as 
much  for  if  they  put  off  their  work  and  came  up  to  London 
after  they  were  twenty-one.  (Applause.)  Therefore,  while 
expressing  on  the  one  hand  his  desire,  as  representing  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  help  forward  provincial  education 
in  every  way,  he  could  not  help  thinking  on  the  other  that 
they  were  providing  that  education  almost  too  cheaply.  It 
would  scarcely  be  possible  for  them  to  keep  on  for  any 
number  of  years  at  such  a  low  rate.  He  would  remind  the 
students  that,  if  they  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunities which  Sheffield  now  placed  before  them,  they  could 
not  hope  when  they  came  to  London  to  deceive  the  Board  of 
Examiners  ;  they  might  have  to  pay  a  very  big  fee,  and 
several  fees,  for  re-examination.  A  student  had  to  do  three 
things.  He  had  to  learn  what  was  called  the  mechanical 
part  of  his  craft,  he  had  to  get  a  certain  elementary  know- 
ledge of  the  sciences  on  which  pharmacy  was  based,  and  he 
had  to  pass  his  examinations  and  pay  for  everything  that 
was  done.  He  ventured  to  think  that  in  most  cases  the 
student  was  not  sufficiently  educated  at  the  present  time, 
and  that  he  ought  to  pay,  and  pay  freely,  for  a  good  educa- 
tion. This  matter  of  getting  a  good  education  during 
apprenticeship  was  at  the  root  of  the  whole  question  of 
examinations.  The  majority  of  the  men  who  went  up  to  the 
Boards  of  Examiners  in  London  and  Edinburgh  and  failed 
were  men  who  neglected  their  apprenticeship  studies.  They 
could  not  pick  up  elementary  chemistry  at  twenty-one,  and 
at  the  same  time  prepare  for  the  Preliminary  with  any  great 
advantage.  At  twenty-one  a  young  man  was  expected 
to  earn  his  own  living.  At  present  there  was  a  lamentable 
number  of  rejections,  and  it  was  very  often  the  painful  duty 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  to  listen  to  the 
appeals  of  men  who  were  rejected.  Practically  the  reason 
for  failure  in  the  majority  of  cases  was  that  the  period  of 
apprenticeship  had  not  been  utilised  as  it  should  have  been. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  rejection  of  men  who 
failed  in  one  subject,  he  assured  Mr.  Preston  that  it  had  been 
discussed  and  carefully  thought  out  for  the  last  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years.  It  had  been  considered  by  the  Scotch 
Board  and  the  Board  in  London  in  all  its  aspects,  and  the 
conclusion  which  they  came  to  was  that  it  was  easier  for  a 
candidate  to  pass  in  more  than  one  subject — he  would  not 
say  in  all — than  to  come  up  in  one  single  subject.  If  a  man 
got  through  in  four  subjects  and  failed  in  the  fifth,  he  would 
be  allowed,  according  to  Mr.  Preston's  suggestion,  to  come  up 
for  the  fifth  at  a  subsequent  period.  That  course  was  pur- 
sued for  a  short  time,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  fix  a 
standard  of  competency.  In  fixing  that  standard  it  was 
found  that  men  who  had  been  previously  rejected  seldom  got 
high  enough  to  get  the  standard  number  of  marks  in  a  single 
subject.  But  when  they  had  other  subjects  they  were  helped 
over  the  stile,  and  were  thus  able  to  obtain  their  certificates. 
He  was  satisfied  that  on  the  whole  the  present  regulation  was 
best  for  the  candidates  themselves.  Whether  it  was  not  a  little 
hard  to  examine  a  man  in  six  subjects  in  one  day  was,  of  course, 
another  question.  He  must  say  that  personally  he  thought 
it  rather  hard.    He  had  also  heard  a  complaint  that  candi- 
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dates  should  not  be  kept  too  long  in  London,  as  it  was  very 
expensive.  (Laughter.)  His  answer  to  that  was  that  if  a 
candidate  felt  pretty  certain  he  would  get  his  certificate  he 
would  not  mind  staying  in  London  for  a  week.  He  did  not 
think  he  would  object  to  pay  more  than  he  did  now  if  he 
were  sure  of  passing.  He  hoped,  however,  that  before  long 
that  matter  would  be  dealt  with.  As  some  of  them  knew, 
the  Council  of  the  Society  had  suggested  a  scheme  whereby 
the  examination  should  be  divided,  with  the  object  that  a 
candidate  should  not  be  compelled  to  be  examined  in  the 
whole  of  six  subjects  at  once.  But  their  impression  as  exa- 
miners was  that,  on  the  whole,  the  present  system  was  better 
for  the  candidates  than  what  was  suggested  for  its  ameliora- 
tion. (Applause.) 

DlNNEB. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  proceedings  the  ladies  departed, 
and  the  gentlemen  adjourned  to  the  dining-room,  where 
dinner  was  served.  Mr.  Furness  occupied  the  chair,  and  was 
supported  on  the  right  by  Mr.  Carteighe,  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen, 
and  Mr.  Newsholme;  on  the  left  by  Dr.  Symes,  Mr.  Benger, 
and  Mr.  Cubley.  Messrs.  Bradwell  and  Fox  acted  as 
vice-presidents.  After  the  loyal  toasts  and  a  song  from  Mr. 
Dobb,  jun., 

Mr.  Cubley  rose  to  propose  "  Prosperity  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain."  In  doing  this,  he  claimed 
that  the  Society  had  not  only  performed  great  thiDgs  in 
advancing  the  education  of  chemists  and  druggists,  but  had 
helped  to  unite  the  trade,  as  far  as  that  was  possible,  by 
getting  members  of  the  calling  to  join  the  Society.  He  saw 
a  great  future  for  the  Society  if  they  succeeded  in  getting 
everyone  in  the  trade  to  join  it,  and  if  everyone  who  paid 
the  guinea  got  all  the  privileges  of  members.  On  this  latter 
point  he  thought  that  the  present  practice  of  the  Society 
was  contrary  to  equity. 

Before  Mr.  Carteighe  replied,  the  Chairman  gave  those 
present  an  opportunity  "  to  say  something  in  support  of  Mr. 
■Cubley's  remarks,"  and  Mr.  Preston  availed  himself  of  it  by 
asking  what  was  to  become  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr. 
Senior  followed  with  a  song. 

Mr  Carteighe,  in  responding,  said  that  he  was  pleased 
to  know  that  at  the  meeting  every  grade  of  the  craft  was 
represented,  whether  apprentice  or  principal.  It  was  a  good 
■thing  for  all  to  associate  together  in  this  way.  He  remem- 
bered how  successful  such  meetings  were  in  Edinburgh  during 
John  Mackay's  lifetime.  Referring  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Cubley,  he  said  that  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  gave  them  certain  powers,  and  beyond  them  they 
could  not  go.  The  powers  for  combating  the  evils  which 
afflicted  the  craft  were  not  so  great  as  was  generally  sup- 
posed. There  were  a  large  number  of  chemists  and  druggists 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
imagined  that  these  powers  enabled  the  Society  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  drugs  by  unqualified  persons.  That  was  quite 
erroneous.  All  the  power  that  the  Society  had  was  to  pre- 
vent individuals — not  corporations — from  selling  statutory 
poisons,  and  to  prosecute  unqualified  individuals  who  sell 
such  poisons.  He  explained  which  are  poisons  and  which  are 
not,  and  remarked  that  he  was  inundated  with  letters,  mostly 
anonymous,  regarding  the  sale  of  other  articles,  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  poisonous,  by  unqualified  persons,  and  asking 
why  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  not  put  a  stop  to  it.  It 
oould  not,  because  it  had  not  the  power.  They,  should  re- 
member that  the  powers  were  for  the  protection  of  the 
public,  not  of  chemists  and  druggists,  and  it  was  very  doubt- 
ful if  the  legislature  would  give  protection  to  the  trade.  He 
attributed  the  reason  of  British  pharmacy  being  so  far 
behind  other  countries,  and  the  source  of  the  grievous  com- 
petition, in  the  trade,  to  the  opposition  which  first  sprang  up 
against  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago,  when  the  first  Pharmacy  Bill  was  drafted,  and 
also  in  1866-67,  when  another  Bill  dealing  with  the  whole 
trade,  and  placing  the  dispensing  of  medicines  in  the  hands 
of  qualified  persons,  was  framed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
iSociety.  Then  the  Society  suffered  from  various  evils. 
Their  number  was  not  great,  so  that  they  were  said  not  to 
represent  the  whole  trade,  and  the  outsiders  threatened 
opposition  to  the  Bill  if  provision  was  not  made  to  allow 
everyone  actually  in  business  to  become  members  of  the 
.Society  if  they  so  desired.  In  the  1852  Bill  Jacob  Bell 
sought  to  make  all  who  passed  the  examinations  members 


of  the  Society,  but  he  had  to  be  content  with  an  Act  dealing 
with  titles  only.  There  was  opposition  at  that  time,  and  in 
1866,  when  George  Webb  Sandford  induced  the  Government 
to  take  up  a  Bill  dealing  with  titles,  education,  examinations, 
and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  and  sale  of  poisons,  a  body 
of  chemists  again  arose,  and  said,  "No,  we  don't  want  this 
Bill ;  all  we  require  is  an  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons." 
Their  opponents  introduced  such  a  Bill,  and  the  result  was 
that  the  minister  who  had  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill 
in  his  charge  saw  that  the  trade  was  divided,  referred  both 
Bills  to  a  select  committee,  and  from  the  committee  came 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  which  was  by  no  means  the  work 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  so  that  no  one  should  blame 
the  Society  for  the  evil  which  had  resulted  from  theenactment 
of  an  emasculated  measure.  After  referring  to  the  desira- 
bility of  having  every  chemist  and  druggist  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the  attempts  which  had  been 
made  to  get  such  a  scheme  made  compulsory,  he  remarked 
that  it  was  a  pet  one  of  his  own,  and  he  thought  that  it  could 
be  carried  out  by  making  the  examination  and  registration 
fee  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  membership.  It  would  be 
a  grand  thing  for  the  Society  if  that  could  be  done.  Some 
people  said  the  present  fees  were  too  high,  and  that  the 
Society  derived  profit  from  the  examinations.  That  was  not 
the  case  ;  the  Society  made  no  profit  out  of  the  examinations, 
which  were  conducted  cheaply  because  they  were  dovetailed 
with  the  work  of  the  Society.  Apart  from  that,  the  fees 
were  much  lower  than  those  of  other  examining  bodies,  and 
if  at  any  time  the  Council  came  forward  with  a  proposition 
to  raise  them,  their  constituents  would  have  to  support  them. 
After  referring  again  to  the  advantages  of  being  connected 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  speaker  diverged  to 
the  question  of  education,  saying  that  on  this  subject  he  was 
not  speaking  to  the  gods.  Education  would  tend  to  raise 
the  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  respect  of  every  in- 
dividual, and  that  respect  would  enable  him  to  oppose  the 
stores  in  the  best  way.  So  it  had  been  with  the  medical 
profession — before  1816  it  was  not  a  highly  respected  body, 
but  since  then  through  the  education  which  was  then  in- 
augurated and  in  the  course  of  time  they  had  been  raised 
high  in  public  estimation.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  was 
aiming  at  the  same  thing  in  the  Bill  which  had  lately  been 
before  the  legislature,  and  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy 
was  anticipating  the  provisions  of  that  Bill.  It  was  only  by 
steady  work  at  such  schools  as  that,  that  men  could  command 
success.  The  man  who  got  through  his  examination  by 
cram  did  not  expect  respect,  and  did  not  get  it.  (Hear, 
hear.)  As  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  the  Council  would  in  due 
course  consider  what  should  be  done.  But  if  the  trade  was 
apathetic,  said  the  Bill  was  not  wanted,  and  got  members 
to  oppose  it,  what  could  they  expect  him  to  do  for  them  in 
the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons  1  The  drug  trade,  he 
maintained,  opposed  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  until 
there  was  greater  union,  more  loyalty  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council — and  such  as  existed  in  the  humblest  trades-union, 
viz.,  loyalty  to  the  executive — there  would  be  no  advance 
towards  the  improvements  that  they  all  wished  in  the  trade. 
He  hoped  that  that  meeting  would  bear  good  results. 
(Applause.) 

The  next  toast,  "The  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemi- 
cal Society,"  was  given  by  Dr.  Symes,  who  said  that  there 
are  two  ways  of  establishing  local  schools—  one  in  which  a 
number  of  local  pharmacists,  with  the  desire  of  helping  on 
their  acsistants  and  getting  them  improved  in  their  work, 
equipped  a  school  in  every  respect,  and  then  tried  to  get  the 
young  men  to  join  it.  That  was  the  wrong  way,  and  such 
schools  always  came  to  grief.  The  other  and  the  correct 
way  was  what  he  noticed  had  taken  place  in  Sheffield.  The 
young  men  desired  to  improve  themselves,  joined  together 
and  sought  for  assistance.  In  that  way  the  education  ob- 
tained was  thorough,  solid,  and  the  youDg  man  who  came 
under  its  benefits  looked  not  merely  to  the  examinations  but 
further  on  in  life.  After  examination  he  had  to  live,  had  to 
make  the  public  feel  that  he  was  an  educated  man.  Legislation 
could  take  them  no  farther  than  examination  ;  it  would  not 
look  after  a  man's  business.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.) 
Speaking  of  the  local  society,  he  expressed  his  pleasure  to 
hear  that  it  comprised  75  per  cent,  of  local  chemists — the 
elite  as  well  as  the  general  dealers  of  the  trade.  He  was  sure 
that  in  the  long  run  it  would  have  its  influence  with  the 
medical  men  of  the  district.    With  the  toast  he  coupled  the? 
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name  of  Mr.  Bradwell,  Vice-President,  who  had  worked  so 
hard  for  the  society  as  secretary,  that  now  two  men  were 
required  to  do  the  work.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Bradwell  suitably  replied,  referring  to  the  work 
which  the  society  and  its  predecessors  had  done  for  phar- 
macy in  Sheffield. 

Mr.  Ward  then  proposed  "  Kindred  Associations  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Conference."  He  appealed  for  more  help  to 
local  associations  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the 
promotion  of  provincial  education,  and  in  referring  to  Mr. 
Benger  said  that  it  was  remarkable  that  the  last  time  Mr. 
Carteighe  and  he  were  together  in  Sheffield  was  as  secretaries 
to  the  Conference.  Now  they  were  there  as  presidents  of  the 
princ'pal  pharmaceutical  bodies.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Benger,  in  replying,  claimed  for  the  Conference  that 
during  its  twenty- five  years'  existence  it  had  added  immensely 
to  pharmaceutical  knowledge  by  the  five  hundred  papers 
which  had  been  read  at  its  meetings,  and  other  work  which 
it  had  done  for  the  promotion  of  true  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Carteighe  then  submitted  "  The  Sheffield  School  of 
Pharmacy  "  in  suitable  terms,  to  which  Mr.  Grierson  re- 
sponded. 

Mr.  Fox  proposed  "  The  Visitors,"  and  to  this  Mr.  Radley 
and  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  replied. 

There  was  a  long  musical  programme,  but  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  items  mentioned,  and  a  song  from  Mr.  Piggot, 
it  had  to  be  set  aside  so  as  to  allow  more  time  for  speeches. 
The  company  broke  up  at  12.30,  everyone  apparently  satis- 
fied, and  all  conscious  that  the  meeting  had  been  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  society. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


The  late  Alfred  Woodliffe,  Bridlington,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

The  debtor  has  died  since  the  commencement  of  these 
proceedings.  The  Official  Receiver  reports  that  since  the 
filing  of  .the  petition  he  has  been  too  ill  to  allow  of  his  being 
privately  examined  by  him,  or  to  complete  his  statement. 
The  particulars  given  have  been  prepared  by  his  solicitor 
from  such  information  as  he  has  been  able  under  the  circum- 
stances to  procure,  but  is  only  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  bankrupt's  assets  and  liabilities.  This  statement  shows 
debts  due  to  unsecured  creditors,  325Z.,  besides  231.  for  pre- 
ferential claims  for  wages,  rent,  &c.  The  assets  consist  of 
stock  and  fixtures  estimated  at  80?.,  furniture  80/,  and  book 
debts  240Z.  The  debtor  died  on  September  25.  At  a  meeting 
of  creditors  held  on  October  4  Mr.  Francis  Creaser,  93  High 
Street,  Bridlington,  was  appointed  trustee. 


T.  H.  Williams,  Yalding. 

On  Friday,  at  the  Maidstone  County  Court,  Thomas  Henry 
Williams,  chemist,  of  YaldiDg,  applied  to  the  court  to  admi- 
nister his  affairs,  he  having  become  insolvent.  The  applicant 
said  his  debts  amounted  to  45Z.  15s.  Id.  He  could  not  offer 
more  than  10s.  a  month.  The  Judge :  I  cannot  make  an 
order  with  so  small  an  offer.  The  result  would  be  that  it 
would  take  a  hundred  months,  about  eight  years,  to  pay  off 
the  debt.  The  debtor  said  he  was  afraid  that  he  could  not 
keep  up  payment  of  a  larger  amount.  His  business  was  very 
bad,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to  get  a  proper  stock.  He 
took  about  21.  10s.  a  week,  and  about  half  of  that  was  profit. 
The  Judge  :  If  you  like  to  make  an  offer  of  1/.  a  month  I  will 
make  the  order.  The  debtor  said  he  had  a  family  of  five 
children  to  keep.  The  Judge  remarked  that  the  new  rules 
had  not  come  out,  or  that  would  limit  the  time  over  which 
the  payment  might  extend  to  live  jears.  The  debtor  then 
consented  to  an  order  of  11.  a  month. 


More  Pepper  Adulteration.— Among  the  various  modes 
of  pepper  adulteration  which  have  recently  come  before  the 
public  one  of  the  commonest  is  the  admixture  of  artificially 
rounded  and  coloured  earth  or  stones  to  the  berries,  a  mode 
of  sophistication  which  can  be  practised  with  white  as  well 
as  with  black  pepper.  Parcels  of  pepper  thus  adulterated 
have,  it  is  alleged,  been  repeatedly  sold  by  public  auction 
lately,  at  a  price  so  low  as  to  render  the  bona  fid  s  of  the 
b  lyers  extremely  doubtful. 


FRENCH  PHARMACEUTICAL  NEWS. 


(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

Opium  in  Tonquin.— From  official  reports  it  appears  that 
the  lower  duty  of  23f.  40c,  instead  of  65f.  per  ball,  has 
resulted  in  a  revenue  of  57,852f.  a  month — a  net  increase 
of  153  per  cent,  on  the  amount  previously  collected. 
Another  effect  of  the  measure  has  been  to  reduce  smuggling 
to  a  minimum.  Most  of  the  opium  imported  comes  from 
British  India  and  the  Yunan.  The  second  is  much  inferior, 
but  as  it  is  cheaper  it  finds  a  number  of  customers  among 
the  poorer  classes. 

Interesting  to  Absinthe-drinkers. — The  commission 
now  investigating  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  have  examined 
the  quality  and  effects  of  the  absinthe  commonly  sold.  They 
find  that  if  the  oil  of  wormwood  entering  into  the  composi- 
tion is  far  from  harmless,  it  should  not  be  blamed  for  all 
the  evil  effects  resulting  from  its  abuse.  The  spirits  employed 
consist  frequently,  if  not  always,  for  cheap  grades,  of  the 
tailings  of  alcohol  rectification,  which  contain  all  the  dan- 
gerous higher  alcohols,  including  the  deadly  furfurol.  The 
powerful  flavour  of  wormwood  and  anise  seed  readily  hides 
the  impurities,  which  have,  besides,  for  the  maker  the  advan- 
tage of  increasing  the  milkiness  so  appreciated  by  absinthe- 
drinkers  when  they  mix  it  with  water. 

Changes  in  the  Paris  College  Building. — During 
vacation  masons  have  been  at  work  making  several  altera- 
tions and  improvements.  A  very  useful  one  is  in  the  secre- 
tary's office,  which  has  been  considerably  enlarged  to  the 
great  future  convenience  of  students.  At  certain  times  there 
is  a  great  rush  for  matriculating  or  taking  out  inscriptions, 
and  formerly  long  lines  of  young  men  were  standing  out  in 
the  cold,  with  only  shelter  enough  to  keep  off  the  rain.  Now, 
it  is  hoped,  there  will  be  room  for  all  indoors.  M.  Planchon, 
always  attentive  to  the  comfort  of  the  students,  has  given  up 
a  good  half  of  his  private  office  to  make  the  improvement. 
The  director  is  also  making  preparations  to  move  into  the 
apartments  provided  for  the  official  head  of  the  college. 
They  consist  of  a  splendid  suite  of  rooms,  with  twelve  windows, 
on  the  Avenue  de  l'Observatoire,  which  have  remained  vacant 
since  M.  Chatin's  departure  last  year. 

Vacation  Coming  to  an  End. — Various  notices  just 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board  indicate  that  the  Paris  College 
is  making  ready  for  work  in  earnest.  Young  men  wishing  to 
matriculate  are  notified  that  preliminary  examinations  will 
begin  on  November  3,  at  8.30  A.M.  Inscriptions  for  the  first 
quarter  may  be  taken  out  between  October  25  and  Novem- 
ber 10.  Supplementary  semi-yearly  examinations  will  be 
held  from  November  3  at  8.30  A.M.  for  the  benefit  of  such 
students  as  may  have  failed  at  the  last  regular  session,  or  who- 
may  have  been  unable  to  present  themselves  in  August  for 
good  and  sufficient  reasons.  Final  examinations,  preceding 
the  granting  of  the  diploma,  will  begin  on  November  7. 
Other  particulars  are  given  respecting  the  payment  of  fees, 
now  increased,  and  the  various  papers  to  be  produced,  for 
France  is  essentially  the  country  of  papers. 

The  New  Reading-room  of  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine is  approaching  completion  rather  slowly,  owing  to  lack 
of  funds.  It  is  on  the  first  floor  of  the  new  building  facing 
the  Boulevard  St.  Germain,  and  consists  of  a  hall  90  metres- 
long,  12  metres  wide,  and  10  high  (300  feet  by  40  and  33), 
without  a  single  column  or  pillar.  The  light  is  supplied  by 
some  fifteen  large  windows,  and  therein  lies  a  great  cause  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  librarians.  The  windows  draw 
an  excellent  light  from  the  boulevard,  but  as  they  are  all  on 
one  side,  and  placed  very  high  up,  a  good  part  of  the  reading- 
room  will  remain  in  semi- obscurity.  The  architects,  according 
to  the  librarians,  have  sacrificed  everything  to  external  effect, 
and  at  some  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  open  skylights, 
whether  they  are  ornamental  or  not,  on  the  roof.  There  will 
be,  besides,  it  appears,  danger  of  fire  from  the  offices  to  be 
established  below,  whereby  the  unique  collection  of  books 
may  be  destroyed.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  art  of  grumbling 
is  understood  outside  of  England.  At  present  the  reading- 
hall  stands  with  bare  walls,  floors  littered  with  moitar,  and 
windows  covered  with  plaster-dust. 
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Mb.  Jose  Boweon  has  removed  his  business  in  Spanish 
drugs  and  other  produce  from  Murcia,  in  Spain,  to  28  Rue  de 
PEchiquier,  Paris,  at  which  latter  address  he  will  also  open  a 
commission  business  in  British  articles. 

Messes.  S.  Claeke  &  Co.,  patentees  of  the  patent 
"Syphon"  gas-condensing  stoves,  have  taken  and  now  occupy 
new  premises,  the  "  Syphon "  Works,  Park  Street,  Isling- 
ton, N. 

Me.  Feancis  Aethue  Daeton  has  admitted  Mr.  F.  G. 
Phillips  to  the  firm  of  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  wholesale  opticians, 
45  St.  John  Street,  West  Smithfield,  E.C.,  for  which  Mr. 
Phillips  has  many  years  acted  as  manager.  There  will  be  no 
alteration  in  the  style  of  the  firm. 

The  Liveepool  Vinegae  Company  (Limited). — The 
second  annual  meeting  of  shareholders  in  this  company  was 
held  on  Saturday  at  the  registered  offices  of  the  company, 
Henry  Street.  The  company  was  formed  in  September  of 
last  year,  and  commenced  operations  in  June.  Since  the  end 
of  that  month  until  September  30  the  profits  have  amounted 
to  30  per  cent,  per  annum.  A  dividend  at  the  rate  of  10  per 
cent,  per  annum  for  three  months  was  declared,  and  the 
rest  was  voted  to  the  reserve  fund  and  for  preliminary 
expenses. 

B.P.C.  Fobmulaey.— Messrs.  Wyleys  &  Co.  have  issued  as 
a  supplement  to  their  September  price-list  a  four-page  sheet 
entitled  "  Notes  on  the  Unofficial  Formulary."  They  point 
out  that  the  formula  for  inj.  curare  hypoderm.  is  that  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  John  Moss ;  that  the  Parrish's  syrup  contains 
only  |  grain  of  calcium  phosphate  :  that  the  formula  given 
for  Easton's  syrup  contains  only  J  grain  of  phosphate  of 
quinine  in  the  drachm,  and  they  announce  that  they  shall  con- 
tinue, for  the  present,  to  supply  their  ordinary  syrup,  guar- 
anteed to  contain  1  grain  per  drachm,  unless  the  B.P.C.  syrup 
is  specially  ordered.  Other  comments  of  a  similar  nature  are 
given,  and  the  prices  of  the  preparations  have  also  crept  in. 


Jlcrsonulities. 


Mr.  J.  G.  Chapman  ^has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
Lowe,  6  Chapel  Street,  Lynn. 

Me.  Attfield,  from  Messrs.  Corbyn  &  Co.,  London,  is 
about  to  commence  business  at  Dartmouth. 

Two  Lady  Phaemacists,  named  Stammwitz  and  Neve, 
have  commenced  business  at  2  Palace  Avenue,  Paignton. 

Mb.  W.  E.  Eveeitt  has  purchased  from  the  executors  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Frederic  Cole,  33  and  34 
St.  Botolph  Street,  Colchester. 

Messes.  Guyee  &  Shapley,  Medical  Hall,  Torquay,  are 
about  to  open  a  branch  establishment  near  Wellswood, 
Torquay. 

Me.  Heaedee,  having  retired  from  the  firm  of  Hearder 
&  Biches,  chemists,  Torquay,  the  business  will  be  carried  on 
under  the  style  of  "  Riches  &  Tomlin." 

The  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Clark,  at  89  Gilmore 
Place,  Edinburgh,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
Selby,  who  was  at  one  time  with  Mr.  J.  EC.  Pottage,  Prince's 
Street.    Mr.  Clark  retires  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Me.  Joseph  Phillips  Mallin  has  purchased  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Dodson  Walker,  Post-office,  Dresden, 
Stafford  .'ie.  Mr.  Thomas  Tomlinson,  Manchester,  was 
valuer  ne  vendor,  and  Messrs.  Wyleys,  Coventry,  for  the 
purcha  er. 

Me.  Cyeil  D.  Maeson  obtained  a  medal  and  first-class 
certificate  of  honour  for  practical  chemistry,  and  a  medal 
and_  first-class  certificate  for  materia  medica,  at  the  recent 
sessional  examinations  at  Queen's  College,  Birmingham. 
Mr.  Marson  has  twice  taken  first  prizes  in  our  Corner  for 
Students. 


The  old-established  business  of  Mr.  Henry  Gill,  Sheffield, 
has  undergone  a  change,  the  trade  being  carried  on  as 
"Messrs.  Henry  Gill,  Bennett  &  Co.,"  Mr.  Bennett  having  pre- 
viously travelled  for  Messrs.  B.  Newham  &  Co.,  of  that  town. 
Messrs.  Thomas  Tomlinson  &  Son  were  the  negotiators  and 
valuers. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Bickell,  wholesale  drug- 
gist, Ashton-under-Lyne,  has  been  sold,  on  the  inventory  and 
valuation  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Tomlinson  &  Son,  Manchester, 
to  Messrs.  Spybey  &  Preston,  who  will  carry  on  the  business 
as  usual  in  the  name  of  John  Bickell  &  Co.  Mr.  Spybey  has 
represented  Mr.  Bickell  for  some  years. 

Me.  H.  H.  Barnett,  late  of  Auckland,  N.Z.,  whose  name 
has  been  mentioned  of  late  in  connection  with  the  perfumery- 
receipt  book  of  Messrs.  Piesse  &  Lubin,  is  now  in  England, 
and  called  at  our  office  this  week.  Mr.  Barnett,  who  is  very 
respectably  connected  in  this  country,  indignantly  repudiates 
the  statement  which  has  been  published  that  he  has  ever 
kept  out  of  the  way  of  the  parties  in  New  Zealand  with 
whom  circumstances  brought  him  into  collision.  He  states 
that  he  is  not  now,  and  has  never  been,  attempting  to  elude 
them,  and  hints  that  the  whole  of  the  romance  of  the  lost 
formulary  has  yet  to  be  told. 


®bxhmxv. 


[Notices  of  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  inserted  free  if  sent 
with  proper  authentication^ 

Edwaeds. — On  September  14,  at  his  residence,  Walker 
Street,  Wellington,  Salop,  William  Edwards,  chemist  and 
druggist,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Edwards  &  Stutchbury, 
city  of  Georgetown,  Demarara.    Aged  74. 

Latiibuey. — On  October  6,  at  his  residence,  Stoneycroft, 
near  Liverpool,  Mr.  Robert  Lathbury,  formerly  chemist  and 
druggist,  Castle  Street,  Liverpool.  Aged  82.  The  business 
of  which  Mr.  Lathbury  was  the  principal  was  established  by 
his  father,  and  was  carried  on  by  father  and  son  for  over 
100  years.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  taken  over  by  Messrs. 
Clay  &  Abraham,  who  carry  it  on  as  a  sort  of  "  city  branch." 
When  the  father  of  the  deceased  was  in  business  there  were 
only  three  other  chemists  in  Liverpool,  namely — Mr.  Johnson, 
in  Church  Street ;  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Penny  ;  and  Mr.  Oakes, 
Pool  Lane,  now  South  Castle  Street.  The  late  Mr.  Lathbury 
was  a  staunch  Tory  of  the  old  school.  His  shop  in  Castle 
Street  was  for  many  years  the  rendezvous  of  well-known 
local  public  men,  where  they  indulged  in  friendly  gossip. 
Mr.  Lathbury  possessed  a  fund  of  local  information,  and 
his  dry  humour  and  racy  anecdotes  made  his  company 
always  acceptable.  Twenty  years  ago  his  stalwart  figure  and 
fine  presence  were  familiar  in  the  thoroughfares  of  the  city. 
For  many  years  he  engaged  zealously  and  disinterestedly 
in  the  work  of  rescuing  dumb  animals  from  cruel  treat- 
ment, and  became  known  in  Liverpool  as  the  "  champion 
of  animals."  He  was  appointed  honorary  secretary  to  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  to  his 
untiring  energy  the  success  of  this  institution  is  in  no  small 
measure  due.  In  early  life  Mr.  Lathbury  was  distinguished 
for  his  strength  and  ability  as  an  athlete.  In  his  later  days 
his  courage  and  prowess  did  not  forsake  him.  On  more  than 
one  occasion,  when  some  burly  carter  was  cruelly  flogging 
his  horse,  he  would  be  surprised  to  find  himself  in  the  grip 
of  the  "  animals'  champion,"  who  would  retain  his  hold  of 
the  offender  with  the  tenacity  of  a  bulldog  until  police 
assistance  arrived.  In  his  capacity  as  secretary  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  he  had 
often  to  appear  in  court  in  support  of  the  charges  of  cruelty 
to  animals,  and  his  kindliness,  fairness,  and  straightforward 
conduct  gained  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  local  justices.  He 
retired  from  business  and  resigned  his  position  as  secretary 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
in  1875,  but  remained  on  the  committee.  On  retiring  from 
the  secretaryship  he  was  presented  by  the  parent  society  in 
London  with  their  grand  diploma  in  honourable  recognition 
of  his  services,  and  by  his  local  admirers  with  an  annuity  of 
70Z.  per  annum,  purchased  for  himself  and  his  wife. 
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Advertisements  in  foithcomini?  PRICE  LISTS  and  ALMANACKS 

are  requested  to  quote  for  same  to  THE  "  SAN  ITAS  "  COMPANY,  LIM, 
LETCHFORD'S  BUILDINGS,  BETHNAL  GBEEN,  LONDON,  Manu- 
facturers of  the  PATENT  "  SAN1TAS  "  DISINFECTING,  TOILET,  and 
VETERINARY  PROPRIETARIES. 


Friedrichshall. 

THE  WELL-MOWN  APERIENT  MDOAL  WATER. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE, 

By  re«scn  of  an  improved  method  of  caption,  by  which  dilution  is  avoided' 
FRIEDRICHSHALL  WATER  will  be  found  now  to  be  of  OONSIDEBABLY 

GREATER  STRENGTH  and  EFFICACY  than  heretofore. 
The  ordinary  dose  is  a  large  wineglassful  (4  ounces)  taken  fasting.  Most 
efficacious  and  more  acceptable  to  the  palate  when  heated  or  mixed  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  very  hot  water. 
**  The  most  suitable  aperient  for  pro)onged  use." 

Professor  SEEGEN. 


Of  all  Chemists  and  Mineral  "Water  Dealers.  [2] 


s 


EE  SEABURY  &  JOHNSON'S  Advertisement  of  INDIA- 
RUBBER  POROUS  AND  SPREAD  PLASTERS  on  page  49. 


SILICATED  CARBON 
"izSS*  FILTERS. 

SES  A  I1VEBTISE.WE5T,   PAGE  IS. 

WOODHALL  SPA 

BROMO   IODINE    MINERAL  WATER. 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World. 


This  remarkable  Spa  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  pentlemen  who  have 
determined  to  make  more  widely  known  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 

spring,  which  contains  more  Todine  and  Bromine  than  any  epring  in  Europe  

**  And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."—  Br.  Cvffe,  for  many  years 
laic  resident  Physician  at  H  codhali  Spa. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  In  November,  1886,  by  Professor 
Wanklyn,  M.R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Foyal  Bavarian  Academy  01 
Sciences,  Professor  of  Chemisiry,  a  verv  important  discovery  has  been  made,  viz., 
the  pjeeence  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  Bays—"  So  far  as  Iara  aware,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  free 
Iodine  has  been  found  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  For  many  yeara 
the  Woodhall  Spa  ban  lieen  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  skin  diseases.  The 
fact  that  it  is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  and  well 
worthy  ot  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Bromo  Iodine  Water  is  now  being-  bottled  at  the  Spring  by  the 
Bole  Agents,  BROMLEY  A  CO.,  Chemists,  233  Kifjh  Street,  lincoln,  6  &  6  The 
Grove,  Buxton,  and  at  Woodhall,  All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  them  at 
the  Spa.  Woodhall  HomcaBtle. 


ELLIMANS  UNIVERSAL  EMBROCATION 


RHEUMATISM""  LUMBAGO. 
SPRAINS. 


CHEST  COLDS 

SoRETHROATfrom  Cold-stiffness 


IE 


Prepared  only  by  ELL1MAN  SQHS&C?  Sloughing. 
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THE  UNOFFICIAL.  FORMULARY. 
II. — Galenical  Preparations. 
Kesuming  our  comments  on  the  Unofficial  Formulaiy,  the 
items  which  now  fall  to  be  noticed  are  those  which  include 
little  or  no  chemical  reaction  in  their  preparation.  Taking 
these  in  their  order,  Elixir  cascara  sagrada  is  the  first  which 
may  be  noticed.  This  is  made  from  the  official  liquid  extract 
two  volumes  of  which  are  diluted  with  three  volumes  of 
corrigents.  The  preparation  begins  to  deposit  very  quickly, 
and  in  a  few  days  this  deposit  assumes  considerable  propor- 
tions. This  is  a  fatal  objection  to  the  elixir,  but  should  there 
be  any  pharmacists  who  do  not  object  to  a  muddy  prepara- 
tion, they  may  be  those  who  are  fastidious  about  internal 
remedies  not  having  the  odour  of  applications  for  the  hair — 
the  odour  of  the  elixir  closely  resembles  that  of  some  cheap 
pomades.  The  deposit  is  prevented,  and  the  odour  and  taste 
of  the  elixir  greatly  improved  by  omitting  the  rectified  spirit 
and  cinnamon  water,  replacing  them  with  4  oz.  of  tincture 
of  cinnamon.  Or  a  compromise  may  be  adopted  by  doubling 
the  amount  of  rectified  spirit  and  using  2  oz.  of  cinnamon 
water.  The  bitter  taste  of  cascara  sagrada  is  not  extinguished 
in  the  elixir.  The  Elixir  guarana:  is  in  some  respects  a 
model  formula.  The  preliminary  treatment  of  the  drug  with 
calcined  magnesia  and  proof  spirit  liberates  the  alkaloid  from 
its  combined  tannic  acid,  thus  ensuring  practical  exhaustion 
of  the  drug  as  well  as  the  permanency  of  the  elixir.  After 
this  treatment  the  moist  powders  are  mixed  with  sand  and 
packed  in  a  percolator.  It  is  as  well  to  mention  that  this 
operation  is  not  free  from  danger.  Sand  has  the  property, 
when  moist,  of  splitting  glass  vessels,  and  if  a  cylindrical  per- 
colator, which  will  allow  a  proper  depth  of  marc  relative  to 
the  diameter  (that  is,  about  four  to  one)  be  used,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  percolator  may  be  looked  for,  especially  if  the 
guarana  and  sand  mixture  is  packed  with  a  little  force.  A 
distinctly  conical  percolator,  such  as  figs.  117-122  in  our 
last  Diary,  should  be  used.  But  it  would  serve  the  purpose 
equally  well  to  macerate  the  guarana  for  a  week  in  a  pint  of 
proof  spirit,  then  filter  and  press  the  marc  in  order  to  recover 
the  residual  tincture.  The  tincture  is  of  the  colour  of  tincture 
of  gentian,  and  has  a  very  pleasant  odour,  which  is  not  im- 
proved by  the  addition  of  cinnamon.  It  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance, and  an  objectionable  feature  of  the  Formulary, 
that  cinnamon  enters  into  all  the  flavoured  preparations,  yet 
cinnamon  is  an  abhorrent  flavour  to  a  large  number  of 
patients.    We  find  it  also  in  the  Elixir  simplex,  whereby-  a 
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good  and  official  American  preparation  has  been  spoiled. 
Elixir  simplex  is  the  name  under  which  the  elixir  of  orange, 
U.S.P.,  has  been  universally  known ;  in  the  interests  of 
uniformity  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  have 
adopted  the  U.S. P.  formula  as  it  stands,  and  not  have 
tinkered  it  past  recognition.  The  formula  which  has  been 
adopted  for  Emulsio  olei  morrhuw  is  taken  from  Mr.  Bailey's 
"  Physician's  Pharmacopoeia."  It  will  be  remembered  that  a 
discussion  on  the  practicability  of  the  formula  took  place  in 
this  journal  six  months  ago,  and  opinion  upon  it  was  divided. 
It  undoubtedly  presents  difficulties,  the  principal  one  of  which 
is  that  on  mixirjg  the  mixture  of  tragacanth,  tincture  of 
benzoin,  and  spirit  of  chloroform  with  the  oil,  the  gum  is  apt 
to  separate  in  gelatinous  lumps  on  the  addition  of  water, 
and  then  it  is  not  possible  to  secure  success.  This 
tendency  is  obviated  by  adding  two  or  three  ounces  of 
rectified  spirit  to  the  gum  mixture,  and  this  addition 
ensures  a  better  emulsion.  As  it  stands  the  formula 
gives  only  a  mixture,  not  an  emulsion  ;  the  oil  exists  in  large 
globules,  which  are  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  A  superior 
emulsion  is  obtained  by  the  process  recommended  by  Mr. 
William  Gilmour  in  a  paper  communicated  to  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  some  years 
ago.  The  liquid  extracts  of  the  Formulary  are  U.S. P.  prepa- 
rations, the  extract  of  Grindelia  being  the  only  one  which 
has  undergone  modification,  and  that  only  to  the  extent  of 
omitting  a  little  water. 

The  formula  for  Linimentum  opii  ammoniatum  is  novel. 
This  liniment,  which  is  an  imitation  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Bow's  article,  is  generally  made  in  the  North  by  digesting 
2|  oz.  of  opium  and  1\  oz.  oE  hard  soap  in  a  pint  of 
compound  camphor  liniment.  The  Formulary  preparation 
is  only  about  a  fifth  of  that  opium  strength,  and  is  paler  in 
colour  than  the  original  Bow's.  Mr.  William  Duncan  con- 
clusively proved  (The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  vol.  xxviii. 
page  291)  that  a  comparatively  small  percentage  of  morphia 
exists  in  the  liniment  as  generally  made,  and  suggested  that 
the  formula  should  be  remodelled.  Emendation  was  re- 
quired in  the  direction  of  a  decrease  of  opium,  because  the 
ammoniacal  menstruum  throws  morphia  out  of  solution ;  in 
this  respect,  therefore,  the  B.P.C.  formula  is  an  improvement, 
but  it  also  deposits  slightly  on  standing.  This  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  colour  of  the  liniment  at  the  same  time 
improved,  by  digesting  the  solid  ingredients  of  the  liniment 
in  the  menstruum  for  seven  days.  If  methylated  soap  and 
belladonna  liniments  are  used,  the  odour  of  the  liniment 
more  closely  approximates  to  Bow's  than  when  rectified 
spirit  alone  is  employed.  In  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists'Diary  (1881)  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  colour 
of  the  liniment  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  presence  in  it 
of  extract  of  belladonna.  It  has  also  been  stated  that 
caramel  is  present  in  the  original.  The  committee,  in  accept- 
ing the  belladonna  suggestion,  have  improved  the  preparation 
by  using  the  liniment  instead  of  extract.  Syrwpus  cascara 
sajrada  is  an  excellent  preparation  for  children,  the  liquorice 
quite  covering  the  bitter  taste.  It  is  liable  to  ferment  when 
kept  in  a  warm  place,  but  this  may  be  prevented  by  increasing 
the  aromatics  as  well  as  the  sugar.  With  the  exception  of  the 
tinctures  of  benzoin,  bryony,  hydrastis,  and  strophanthus,  the 
formulas  for  the  tinctures  have  been  devised  by  the  members 
of  the  committee.  The  tincture  of  bryony  is  made  by  the 
homoeopathic  method,  which  is  much  better  than  the  U.S. P. 
one,  in  which  the  dried  root  is  employed.  The  directions  given 
for  preparing  the  tincture  are  not  so  lucid  as  they  might  be, 
and  this  remark  also  applies  to  the  directions  for  most  of 
the  tinctures,  especially  convallaria,  ergot,  casca,  eucalyptus, 
euphorbia  pilulifera,  hamamelis,  hydrastis,  and  quillaia. 
In  none  of  these  is  there  provision  for  economising  men- 


struum, or  for  recovering  it  by  pressure  or  displacement. 
Probably  the  committee's  intention  was  to  pay  a  compli- 
ment to  the  technical  skill  of  their  professional  con- 
freres, but  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  sacri- 
ficed compliments  for  precision.  In  the  case  of  Tinctura 
ergotcs  ammoniata,  for  example,  from  6  to  10  oz.  of  men- 
struum are  left  in  the  marc  after  the  pint  of  tincture  has 
percolated,  and  as  the  last  few  ounces  of  percolate  are  of  a 
pale  colour,  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  collect  only 
15  oz.  of  percolate,  then  press  the  marc,  filter  the  expressed 
liquor,  and  mix  with  the  percolate.  Displacement  of  the 
spirit  with  water  is  in  this  case  unsatisfactory.  The  tinc- 
tures as  a  class  are  the  most  workable  preparations  of  the 
Formulary,  and  do  not  call  for  special  comment. 

In  the  second  edition  of  the  Formulary  the  committee  have 
made  a  few  verbal  alterations  which  should  be  noted.  Under 
Syrvpus  Calcii,  Manganesii,  et  Potassii  Ilypophosphit'cs- 
(a  dreadful  name  for  a  prescriber  to  write),  the  directions 
are  :  "  Kub  [the  salts  and  water]  together  in  a  hot  mortar 
till  nearly  the  whole  is  dissolved,  and  add  syrup  sufficient  to- 
produce  1  pint.  Filter  or  decant."  Under  Syrupus  Ftrri 
Eypophosphitis  it  is  directed  to  "  wash  the  precipitate  with 
distilled  water  sufficient  to  produce  1  pint  of  syrup."  The 
italicised  words  in  both  cases  are  new.  The  title  of  Tincturs- 
of  Euphorbia  has  been  changed  to  Tinctura  Euphorbia; 
Pilulifera.  The  first  title  was  unhappy,  for  it  was  too  like 
Tinctura  Euphorbii,  a  preparation  which  is  still  in  use  to 
some  extent,  and  which  is  therapeutically  different  from  the 
tincture  of  the  Antipodean  plant. 

It  is  evident  from  what  has  been  said  in  this  and  preceding 
notes  that  improvement  in  many  of  the  Formulary  prepara- 
tions is  desirable,  and  the  committee  should  carefully  revise 
their  work  before  next  year.  In  this  every  chemist  and 
druggist  who  makes  the  B.P.C.  preparations  can  aid  the 
committee  by  communicating  results,  whether  they  are  satis- 
factory or  not.  We  shall  gladly  give  publicity  to  any  com- 
munications of  that  nature  which  we  may  receive. 


THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY'S 
FINANCES. 

With  something  closely  approximating  to  righteous  indig- 
nation Mr.  Atkins  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  table  last 
week  protested  against  the  supposition  that  the  motion  to  go 
into  committee  to  consider  a  matter  arising  from  the  financial- 
report  was  due  to  a  desire  to  hide  anything  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  ;  the  President  also  declared  that  he  did' 
not  care  whether  the  matter  was  discussed  openly  or  not.  Of 
course  there  is  "nothing  to  hide" — what  can  there  be?' 
Even  the  bitterest  critics  of  the  Council  proceedings  do  not 
suppose  that  they  pool  and  divide  the  month's  income  those 
times  when  reporters  are  requested  to  leave  the  Council 
chamber  while  matters  of  finance  are  being  considered. 
"  Nothing  to  hide  " — no  ;  but  officialism  cannot  help  hiding. 
Secretiveness  follows  it  as  certainly  as  flies  follow  sugar. 
No  doubt  our  rulers  most  honestly  think  that  it  is  for  the 
good  of  the  Society  that  the  way  the  money  goes  should  be 
wrapped  in  as  much  mystery  as  can  be  conveniently  adopted, 
and  Mr.  Evans,  the  new  member  who  cannot  quite  get  into 
that  way  of  seeing  things,  is  coming  to  be  regarded  as  a  rather 
uncomfortable  acquisition  by  his  more  experienced  col- 
leagues. This  inclination  to  suppress  financial  details  is- 
manifest  in  the  careful  editing  of  the  official  reports,  as  well 
as  in  the  preference  for  secret  over  open  discussions  in  the 
Council.  A  comparison  of  the  reports  in  The  Chemist  and- 
Druggist  for  the  past  three  months  with  those  in  the  Phar- 
maceutical Journal  will  suffice  to  prove  this.    The  official 
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report  of  finance  matters  which  came  up  at  the  July  meeting 
is  confined  to  statements  that  1.000Z.  would  be  set  aside  for  the 
building  contractors,  and  that  3.000Z.  of  new  Three  per  Cents, 
should  be  sold.  At  the  meeting  there  was  some  conversation 
as  to  the  amount  which  had  been  paid  to  the  contractor. 
Mr.  Evans  unsuccessfully  tried  to  get  a  definite  idea  regarding 
the  probable  cost  of  the  building  scheme.  These  incidents 
were  duly  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  but  did 
not  appear  in  the  Council's  own  report.  In  August  the 
details  regarding  building  matters  were  again  cut  short  in 
the  official  report,  and  in  stating  that  the  expense  in  carrying 
out  prosecutions  was  less  than  usual  the  important 
fact  that  the  cost  of  the  Leith  Depot  case  was  not  in- 
cluded was  omitted.  Before  the  finance  report  was 
adopted  on  this  occasion  Mr.  Evans  raised  the  question 
of  furnishing  each  member  of  the  Council  with  a  copy 
of  the  monthly  statement,  and  a  long  discussion  fol- 
lowed, duriDg  which  he  and  older  members  of  the  Council 
expressed  their  astonishment  that  the  charges  for  painting 
were  so  high.  The  tone  of  this  discussion,  as  reported  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  showed  conclusively  that 
some  members  of  the  Council  were  poorly  informed  as  to 
financial  details,  and  that  they  wished  to  be  put  in  a  better 
position  regarding  them.  The  whole  discussion  was  de- 
cidedly disquieting,  yet  the  official  report  of  it,  in  which 
specific  sums  are  classed  as  "  details,"  conveyed  only  a  vague 
idea  of  its  true  character.  The  discussion  at  last  week's 
meeting  of  the  Council  was  calculated  to  make  the  friends 
of  the  Society  more  serious  than  ever.  The  building  scheme 
is  still  in  its  infancy,  the  examination  hall,  which  is 
approaching  completion,  being  but  a  small  part  of  it.  Yet 
it  has  already  absorbed  a  large  part  of  the  floating  cash 
balance,  together  with  3.000Z.  worth  of  Three  per  Cents,  (sold 
in  July) ;  and  last  week  a  resolution  was  agreed  to  for  the 
sale  of  another  3,0002.  of  Three  per  Cents.  A  motion  for 
power  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Society  to  the_  power  of 
attorney  necessary  for  the  sale  of  the  stocks  followed.  And 
yet  the  only  record  of  these  transactions  published  officially 
is  that  "  the  report  of  this  Committee  [Finance]  included  a 
recommendation  authorising  the  payment  of  a  further  sum 
not  exceeding  1,0002.  to  the  contractors  for  the  new  build- 
ings, on  the  architect's  certificates."  Other  votes,  besides 
the  one  for  1,0002.,  were  passed  when  the  report  was  adopted, 
and  as  the  treasurer  had  only  9002.  in  hand  to  meet  these 
demands  the  vote  to  sell  out  the  stock  was  necessary.  Of 
course,  as  we  have  already  stated,  there  is  "  nothing  to  hide." 
The  Society's  thousands  are  melting  away,  or,  rather,  they 
are  solidifying  into  bricks  and  mortar,  at  an  alarming  rate ; 
but  the  President  is  looking  after  things.  Why  need  gentle- 
men from  Wales,  or  from  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom, 
trouble  themselves  ? 

IS  OUR  CHILIAN  TRADE  DECLINING? 

A  somewhat  acrimonious  controversy  has  arisen  between 
the  British  Vice-Consul  at  Santiago  and  Mr.  Stephen  William- 
son, M.P.  for  Kilmarnock,  on  the  subject  of  the  alleged 
decline  of  British  trade  with  Chili.  The  British  Vice-Consul 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  sent  home  a  detailed 
review  of  Chilian  trade,  in  which  he  lamented  the  falling  off 
of  British  imports,  and  the  concurrent  increase  of  German 
trade  with  that  Republic.  The  fault  was  laid  principally  at 
the  door  of  our  manufacturers  and  exporters,  who  were 
reproached  with  being  not  sufficiently  active  in  studying  the 
requirements  of  the  Chilian  market,  and  the  outlook  was 
described  as  gloomy  in  the  extreme  for  British  interests. 
Mr.  Williamson  criticised  the  report  somewhat  severely  in 
the  public  press,  and  his  comments  were  forwarded  with 


praiseworthy  smartness  to  the  Vice-Consul  by  the  Foreign 
Office  with  a  request  for  explanation.  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Vice- 
Consul  in  question,  has  now  sent  home  a  further  report, 
accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  diagrams,  by  means  of 
which  he  endeavours  to  back  up  his  contention,  and  again 
Mr.  Williamson  returns  to  the  charge  with  a  declaration  that 
Mr.  Thomas's  own  diagrams  prove  the  incorrectness  of  his 
assertion  that  our  commercial  supremacy  in  Chili  is  on  the 
way  of  extinction.  A  careful  study  of  the  documents 
impounded  certainly  tends  to  impress  an  unbiassed  in- 
vestigator with  the  conviction  that  Mr.  Thomas's  state- 
ments are  of  an  unwarrantably  alarmist  character. 

The  first  fact  made  patent  by  the  diagrams  is  the  enormous 
variation  in  the  commercial  movements  of  the  country.  In 
1875,  the  first  year  covered  by  Mr.  Thomas's  figures,  an  in- 
ternational exhibition  was  held  in  Chili,  and  from  that  year 
the  value  of  the  imports  began  to  decline  rapidly.  The  tide 
of  depression  reached  its  lowest  ebb  in  1878  and  1879,  when 
the  country  was  engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle  with 
Peru  and  Bolivia,  and  rose  with  an  abnormal  bound  after  the 
termination  of  that  war.  In  1833  a  downward  movement 
again  set  in,  the.  natural  result  of  overfeeding  the  markets  in 
the  preceding  years,  and  at  the  close  of  1885,  the  last  year 
covered  by  the  diagrams,  that  decline  threatened  to  assume 
still  larger  proportions.  Now  we  find  that,  whereas  Great 
Britain,  in  the  years  of  prosperity  from  1880  to  1883,  obtained 
a  lion's  share  of  the  increased  trade,  so  in  the  years  of  meagre- 
ness  she  suffered  more  heavily  than  her  principal  rivals,  Ger- 
many, France,  and  the  United  States.  We  still  hold,  and 
seem  likely  do  so  in  future,  as  overweening  a  share  of 
the  Chilian  import  trade  as  we  did  ten  years  ago,  and 
if  Germany  has  advanced  during  that  period  at  a  com- 
paratively much  quicker  pace  than  we  have  done,  it 
is  evident  that  her  progress  has  been  accomplished  less  at 
our  expense  than  at  that  of  France,  and,  in  certain  branches, 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Thomas  selects,  apparently  at 
random,  thirty-five  articles  from  the  various  manufactured 
goods  imported  into  Chili  for  the  purpose  of  affording,  by 
means  of  diagrams,  ocular  demonstration  of  the  alleged  de- 
cline of  British  trade.  In  many  of  these  diagrams  this 
country  undoubtedly  cuts  a  sorry  figure,  but  it  is  remarkable 
that  in  the  articles  representing  by  far  the  largest  amount  of 
money  she  triumphantly  holds  her  own.  Take,  for  instance, 
"  assorted  goods."  In  1875  France  headed  the  imports  in 
this  branch  with  558,000  pesos,  Britain  followed  with  345,000, 
and  Germany  came  third  with  128,000  pesos.  In  1885  the 
order  was  still  the  same :  France  sending  779,000,  Britain 
613,000,  and  Germany  451,000  pesos  worth.  During  these 
years  we  managed  to  considerably  lessen  the  distance  be- 
tween ourselves  and  France,  while  Germany  has  become  a 
competitor  which  must  be  seriously  reckoned  with,  but  which 
has  still  considerable  leeway  to  make  up.  In  hardware  the 
position  is  similar,  but  much  more  favourable  to  this  country, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  machinery,  another  heavy  item. 
The  fluctuations  in  the  trade  in  refined  sugar  show  a  rela- 
tively better  position  for  Britain  than  that  of  France  and 
Germany,  although,  of  course,  so  far  as  values  are  concerned, 
the  bounty- aided  Continental  sugar  has  the  advantage  of 
ours.  In  machinery,  millwork,  and  hardware  generally  we 
are  doing  very  well  indeed,  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
trade  in  textile  fabrics  appears  to  be  altogether  slipping  out 
of  our  hands.  Of  earthenware  we  still  send  more  than  double 
what  is  shipped  by  Germany,  but  we  no  longer  dominate 
as  unquestioned  in  this  branch  as  we  did  ten  years  ago. 
In  glassware  we  are  being  quite  supplanted  by  the  Germans, 
but  in  the  paper  trade  we  are  rapidly  gaining  ground, 
mostly  at  the  expense  of  France.  As  regards  drugs  and 
chemicals,  we  gave  in  our  issue  of  June  25  of  this  year  a 


October  15, 1887.] 


THE    CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


489 


far  more  detailed  review  of  our  position  in  1885  than  is 
contained  in  Mr.  Thomas's  report.  The  figures  then  adduced 
by  us  showed  that  in  such  articles  as  chemicals,  drugs,  dry- 
salteries, spices,  oils,  paints,  and  perfumery  this  country 
still  takes  the  lead.  Mr.  Thomas,  however,  gives  a  diagram 
relating  to  "  drugs  "  only,  which  shows  that  our  trade  in  that 
particular  department  is  making  steady  progress,  although 
Germany  has  lately  been  ahead  of  us.  France,  it  seems,  is 
losing  ground  fast.  The  following  figures  convey  an  idea  of 
the  tendency  of  the  trade  in  this  branch  : — ■ 


Imports  in  Pesos 

1875 

1880 

1883 

1884 

1885 

Great  Britain 

80,000 

76,000 

91,000 

105,000 

120,000 

71,000 

46,000 

93,000 

88,000 

59,000 

47,000 

64,000 

140,000 

159,000 

150,000 

198,000 

186,000 

324,000 

352,000 

329,000 

Percentages 

Great  Britain 

40 

41 

28 

30 

36 

36 

25 

29 

25 

IS 

24 

34 

43 

45 

46 

Of  course,  as  compared  with  the  entire  import  trade  of  the 
country,  drugs  form  but  a  very  small  item,  and  can  hardly  be 
said  to  influence  the  purpose  of  the  diagrams  at  all.  At  the 
same  time  they  show  that  the  German  export  drug  trade  has 
developed,  and  is  still  growing,  to  an  extent  which  must 
seriously  alarm  British  export  druggists,  and  should  be  an 
additional  spur  to  the  latter  to  bestir  themselves  and  regain , 
as  they  may  do  if  they  try,  their  lost  supremacy  in  this 
branch.  But  while  thus  much  may  be  admitted,  it  is  equally 
clear  that  the  progress  of  Germany  has  been  achieved  far 
more  at  the  cost  of  the  French  than  of  British  trade.  France, 
in  fact,  seems  to  be  in  danger  of  losing  her  Chilian  trade 
altogether,  the  United  States  are  making  no  progress,  and 
the  future  struggle  for  supremacy  will  almost  certainly  lie 
between  this  country  and  Germany  only.  That  struggle  will 
be  a  serious  one,  but  we  have  the  advantage  of  holding  by 
far  the  larger  proportion  of  the  trade,  and  the  assertion  that 
all  British  imports  are  losing  ground  in  favour  of  German 
goods  is  clearly  erroneous. 


THE    "SATURDAY    REVIEW"  ON 
QUACK  MEDICINES. 

At  one  time  the  Saturday  Review  was  understood  to  be  a 
weekly  indulgence  of  the  cream  of  the  cultivated  classes. 
Its  readers  must  be  of  a  much  lower  level  of  intellect  now  if 
they  can  obtain  any  solid  instruction  from  the  articles  now 
being  published  by  the  venerable  reviler  on  "  Quack  Medi- 
cines." The  writer  seems  to  have  just  discovered  that  "  the 
Government  stamp  guarantees  nothing  except  the  fact  that 
the  duty  has  been  paid."  He  evidently  expects  this  astonish- 
ing circumstance  will  come  as  a  revelation  to  his  readers,  as 
it  probably  did  not  long  since  to  himself,  and  we  must 
assume  that  he  can  estimate  the  capacity  of  his  clientele 
better  than  we  can.  Having  solemnly  explained  the  meaning 
of  the  Government  stamp,  the  writer  goes  on  to  expound 
what  he  knows,  and  to  indicate  how  much  he  does  not  know, 
about  Holloway's  pills  and  ointment  in  the  first  article,  and 
about  chlorodyne  in  the  second.  It  would  fulfil  no  purpose  to 
go  through  the  writer's  statements  in  detail,  and  it  is  no 
business  of  ours  to  defend  patent  medicines.  But  we  should 
have  thought  that,  if  it  had  been  considered  desirable  to 
attack  the  patent-medicine  trade,  the  Saturday  Re v is  w  would 
have  taken  care  to  present  an  array  of  solid  facts,  rather 
than  an  undigested  tissue  of  vague  inaccuracies  touched  up 
with  a  somewhat  weak  attempt  at  jocularity.  Referring,  for 
instance,  to  Holloway's  ointment,  we  are  told  that  "a  little 


resin  ointment  to  a  sore  finger  is  better  than  poppy  or  man- 
dragora,  or  all  the  drowsy  syrups  of  the  world ; "  and,  further 
on,  that  the  ointment  "  may  also  be  used  with  great  advan- 
tage for  cleaning  and  preserving  saddlery."  Are  these  speci- 
mens of  the  satire  which  our  fathers  fancied  they  found  in 
the  Saturday  Review  1  Passing,  however,  such  criticisms  as 
these,  we  find  in  the  second  article  a  statement  which,  in  the 
interests  of  its  readers,  the  Saturday  Review  ought  really  to 
prominently  correct.  The  writer  pretends  to  know  the  exact 
composition  of  chlorodyne,  although  he  tells  us  "  there  are 
at  least  three  well-known  rival  varieties."  And  here,  accord- 
ing to  him,  is  "  the  composition  of  the  nostrum."  We  give 
it  exactly  as  it  is  printed  in  the  Saturday  Review  : — 

Six  drachms  of  chloroform. 

Half  a  drachm  of  tincture  of  capsicum. 

Three  minims  of  oil  of  peppermint. 

Eight  grains  of  morphia  (sixty-four  doses). 

Twelve  drops  double  strength  prussic  acid. 

One  drachm  of  tincture  of  Indian  hemp.  (Bhang,  or  Indian  hemp,  is  a 
poison  used  throughout  the  East  to  produce  insensibility.  It  is  the  Benj, 
of  the  Arabian  Sights.) 

One  drachm  of  treacle. 

The  maximum  dose  is  half  a  drachm,  and  a  4i.  Sd.  bottle  would  kill  at 
least  eight  people. 

If  the  ingredients  quoted  were  weighed  the  bulk  would 
be  less  than  a  fluid  oz.,  and  only  a  little  over  that  quantity 
if  measured.  The  compound  would  be  immiscible,  and  the 
morphia  strength  would  be  twice  that  of  Martindale's 
formula,  eight  times  that  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
(tinct.  chlorof.  et  morphia),  and  thirty-two  times  that  of 
Squire.  If  some  of  the  innocent  readers  of  the  Saturday 
Review  should  set  to  work  to  make  their  own  chlorodyne 
from  the  formula  given  them  by  that  authority,  it  will  very 
soon  be  seen  whose  chlorodyne  is  the  most  dangerous.  We 
quite  agree,  and  have  always  urged,  that  there  needs  a 
modification  in  the  law  as  regards  the  sale  of  patent 
medicines  containing  poison ;  but  when  it  is  remembered 
that  nearly  twenty  millions  of  packets  of  patent  medi- 
cines are  sold  in  Great  Britain  annually,  it  will  occur  to 
any  responsible  legislator  that  this  trade  must  fill  a  real  and 
legitimate  demand.  And  though  there  may  be  some  abuses 
connected  with  it,  he  will  recognise  it  as  his  duty  rather  to 
correct  these  than  to  attack  a  whole  system  which  is  evi- 
dently, on  the  whole,  of  enormous  public  usefulness,  and  is 
not  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  few  flippant  journalistic  criticisms. 


T  Charles  Reade,  in  one  of  his  novels,  gives  a 

p.  °  j  graphic  account  of  a  lucky  catch  of  a  quantity 
,  ,  .of  ambergris  in  the  body  of  a  sperm-whale, 
°  '  which  was  found  floating  on  the  ocean  "  as  high 
as  a  frigate,"  dead  of  disease.  David  Dodd,  the  narrator  of 
the  story,  states  how,  as  his  vessel  approached  the  sperm- 
whale,  the  stench  of  the  carcass  became  so  intolerable  that 
the  skipper  gave  the  crew  leave  to  go  below  and  close  the 
lee  ports,  only  remaining  on  deck  himself  with  Dodd.  They 
stuffed  their  noses  and  ears  with  cotton  steeped  in  aromatic 
vinegar,  and  their  mouths  with  pig-tail ;  they  lighted  short 
pipes,  and  broached  the  vessel  upon  the  putrescent  monster, 
and  grappled  to  it.  Then  the  skipper  jumped  on  it,  a  basket 
slung  to  his  back,  and  a  rope  fast  under  his  shoulders,  and 
drove  his  whale-spade  in  behind  the  whale's  side-fin,  digging 
a  hole  four  feet  deep.  After  a  long  search  he  gave  a  shout 
of  triumph,  and  picked  out  some  stuff  that  looked  like  Glou- 
cester cheese,  and  when  he  had  nearly  filled  his  basket,  re- 
turned on  deck.  Soon  a  heavenly  perfume  arose  from  the 
cheese- like  stuff,  struggling  for  mastery  with  the  stench  from 
the  carcass.  The  stuff  was  ambergris — eight  pounds  of  it — 
which  the  captain  sold  to  a  wholesale  chemist  at  a  guinea  an 
ounce,  clearing  128?.  by  the  transaction.  A  few  years  ago, 
long  after  the  exploit  recounted  in  Charles  Reade's  story,  a 
firm  of  London  wholesale  druggists  actually  sold  a  lump  of 
ambergris,  weighing  no  less  than  twelve  pounds,  for  which 
the  sum  of  800Z.  was  paid.    This  lump  was  found,  strange  to 
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say,  in  a  gravel-pit  in  New  Zealand,  and  it  has  generally  been 
considered  one  of  the  largest  pieces  of  genuine  ambergris 
ever  heard  of.  But  if  we  are  to  believe  the  Boston  Bulletin, 
both  the  New  Zealand  piece  and  the  basketful  collected  by 
Reade's  gallant  captain  are  the  merest  trifles  compared  to 
the  immense  blocks  of  ambergris  sometimes  placed  on  the 
market  in  the  United  States,  that  classical  country  of  "  big 
things."  The  largest  lump  of  ambergris  known,  says  our 
American  contemporary,  was  taken  from  a  sperm-whale 
caught  by  the  schooner  WatcJiman,  of  Nantucket,  in  1853, 
and  weighed  640  lbs.  It  was  sold — we  presume  en  bloc— to  a 
Boston  firm  of  perfumers,  at  what  price  is  not  related. 
Another  large  piece,  the  weight  of  which  is  given  as  560  lbs., 
is  said  to  have  been  brought  by  a  whaler  to  the  United 
States  only  last  August.  It  is  added  that  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  said  that,  although  he  had  been  whaling  for 
thirty  years,  and  never  killed  a  sperm-whale  without  looking 
for  ambergris,  this  was  the  first  he  had  ever  seen.  This  lot 
was  also  sold  to  a  Boston  house.  A  New  Bedford  whaler 
is  reported  to  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a  lump  of 
ambergris  weighing  266  lbs.  (it  is  well  to  be  exact)  in 
.the  body  of  an  unfortunate  whale  killed  by  him  about  five 
years  ago,  and  pieces  weighing  over  200  lbs.  are  said  to 
have  been  more  than  once  found  floating  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  by  American  sailors.  Somehow  the  large  pieces  re- 
ferred to  must  have  been  disposed  of  very  quietly,  for  no 
reports  of  the  sale  of  any  such  vast  quantities  have  reached 
■our  market — indeed,  the  whole  story  of  the  640-lb.  block 
and  its  560-lb.  brother  seems  "  very  like  a  whale." 


,,  ,.  ,  Dr.  J.  M.  Maclagan,  of  Hexham,  exposes  in  the 
-p.J'  .  .  British  Medical  Journal  a  glaring  case  of 
Plagiarism.    plagiarism  on  the  part  of  Dr.  C.  g.  Taylor. 

This  gentleman  has  been  inquiring  into  the  physiological 
action  of  colchicum  in  cases  of  gout  and  rheumatism,  and  a 
preliminary  report  from  him  appeared  in  the  journal  named 
on  July  30  last.  A  month  afterwards  Dr.  Maclagan  pointed 
out  that  Dr.  Taylor's  conclusions  were  exactly  the  same  as 
those  at  which  he  had  arrived  about  forty  years  ago,  and  in 
a  second  letter  he  gives  a  page  of  quotations  from  his  own 
papers  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Monthly  Journal 
in  1851-52,  and  from  Dr.  Taylor's  paper.  The  extracts  are 
mainly  the  results  of  chemical  analyses  and  clinical  notes, 
which  the  most  vivid  imagination  cannot  suppose  would  be 
identical  in  different  cases  with  an  interval  of  nearly  forty  years 
between  them  ;  yet  Dr.  Taylor's  analyses  and  notes  are  not 
only  identical,  but  the  words  in  whch  he  couches  them  are 
exactly  the  same  as  Dr.  Maclagan's  ! 


p,  .    Two  evidences  of  the  struggle  for  existence 

Extr  mis  amonS  those  chemists  and  druggists  who  are 
'  as  yet  just  above  the  necessity  for  charitable 
assistance  came  before  us  this  week.  One  is  the  report  of 
an  application  made  at  the  Maidstone  County  Court  for  the 
administration  of  a  chemist's  affairs.  The  chemist  in  diffi- 
culties said  he  owed  45/.  15s.  Id. ;  he  takes  in  his  shop  about 
50s.  a  week,  "  about  half  of  which  is  profit "  ;  he  cannot  get 
a  proper  stock  of  drugs,  but  has  five  children  to  keep.  Out 
of  his  income  of  51.  a  month  he  is  to  pay  11.  towards  the 
liquidation  of  his  debts.  The  other  instance  appears  from 
a  letter  which  has  been  sent  us  by  a  wholesale  firm.  They 
had  sent  out  circulars  to  chemists  offering  samples  of  a  new 
line  of  pharmaceutical  preparations.  One  chemist  in  the 
West  of  England  noting  this  offer  wrote  for  such  samples, 
adding,  "Would  you  kindly  send  as  heavy  a  sample 
as  you  can  well  spare  ? "  The  applicant  very  frankly 
stated  that  he  was  short  of  stock,  and  had  a  wife  and 
daughters  dependent  on  him.  He  could  produce  evidence 
that  he  is  honest  and  respectable.  In  a  P.S.  he  adds, 
"  Would  I  venture  to  ask  a  few  aperient  pills  1 " 


„  ...  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  recent 
pj  .  °  Cardiff  cases  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue' 
claimed  that  in  estimating  whether  an  article 
might  be  sold  with  or  without  a  plate  licence,  the  total 
weight  of  the  article,  and  not  of  the  silver  or  gold  attached 
to  it,  should  be  taken.  The  exact  words  of  the  Inland 
.Revenue  Act  (1867)  imposing  the  licence  are  as  follows : — 


"  There  shall  be  charged  and  paid  the  following  excise 
duties  on  licences  to  deal  in  plate  to  be  taken  out  yearly  in 
the  United  Kingdom  by  the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned  ; 
(that  is  to  say)  by  every  person  who  shall  trade  in  or  sell 
any  article  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  gold  or  silver,  in 
respect  of  every  house,  shop,  or  other  place  in  which  his 
trade  or  business  shall  be  carried  on  :— Where  the  gold  shall 
be  above  two  pennyweights  and  under  two  ounces  in  weight, 
or  the  silver  above  five  pennyweights  and  under  thirty  ounces 
in  weight,  the  sum  of  21.  6s. ;  where  the  gold  shall  be  of  the 
weight  of  two  ounces  or  upwards,  or  the  silver  of  the  weight 
of  thirty  ounces  or  upwards,  the  sum  of  51.  15s.  (s.  5.)  All 
articles  sold  or  offered  for  sale  ....  and  alleged  to  be  com- 
posed wholly  or  in  part  of  gold  or  silver  shall  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Act  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  composed  of 
gold  and  silver  respectively  as  alleged ;  and  if  upon  the 
hearing  of  any  information  for  any  offence  against  this  Act 
any  question  shall  arise  touching  the  quantity  of  gold  or 
silver  contained  in  any  article,  the  proof  of  such  quantity 
shall  lie  upon  the  defendant."  In  Young  v.  Cook  (3  Ex. 
Div.,  101)  it  was  decided  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  must  be  taken  to  mean  the  alloyed  metal  so  sold  as 
gold  or  silver,  and  that  if  the  weight  thereof  exceeded  the 
above  limits,  the  Act  would  apply,  and  the  licence  must  be 
taken  ;  and  this  decision  is  intelligible,  for  practically  it 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine  in  any  off-hand 
manner  what  might  be  the  precise  quantity  of  the  pure 
metal  in  an  article  sold  as  so  many  carats  fine  ;  and  perhaps 
by  a  violent  strain  it  might  be  contended  that  if  an  umbrella 
or  a  smelling-bottle  were  sold  as  solid  silver  the  penalty 
might  be  inflicted,  however  absurd  such  a  contention  seems. 
But  if  it  is  sold  as  a  silver-mounted  umbrella  or  smelling- 
bottle,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  mount  only  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  and  we  should  suppose  that  if  a 
case  were  fought  out  on  this  basis  such  would  be  the 
result. 


NEW  COMPANIES. 


Inventions  and  Agency  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
2,000/.,  in  shares  of  11.  each.  Object,  to  represent  British 
and  American  and  other  foreign  manufacturers,  inventors,  and 
others  ;  to  undertake  the  sale  or  hire  of  goods,  specialities, 
machines,  or  machinery  of  every  description. 

George  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co — This  firm  of  gelatine 
manufacturers,  Emscote  Mills,  Warwick,  and  14  Dowgate 
Hill,  London,  has  been  registered  as  a  limited  liability  com- 
pany, under  the  style  of  George  Nelson,  Dale  &  Co.  (Limited). 
Capital  300,000/.,  in  100/.  shares.  There  will  be  no  public 
issue  of  shares,  the  whole  being  taken  up  by  the  existing 
partners.  No  change  will  take  place  in  the  management  of 
the  business.  The  first  directors  are  G.  H.  Nelson,  E.  R. 
Morris,  E.  Montague  Nelson,  and  George  Nelson.  Qualification, 
the  holding  by  each  of  at  least  1,000/.  in  the  capital  of  the 
company.  G.  H.  Nelson  shall  be  the  first  chairman  of  the 
board.  The  remuneration  of  directors  shall  be  3,500/.  per 
annum,  divided  amongst  them  as  they  themselves  may 
determine. 

Blue  Stamping-powdek  is  composed  of  resin,  damar, 
copal,  sandarac,  Prussian  blue,  ultramarine,  and  bronze 
powder,  equal  parts.  The  resins  should  be  powdered  and 
sifted,  and  the  rest  of  the  ingredients  carefully  added. 
Other  colours  may  be  made  by  changing  the  pigments. 

Anhydrous  Lanolin  should  only  be  used  for  making 
lanolin  emulsions.  It  should  be  rubbed  up  with  half  its 
weight  of  powdered  gum  acacia,  and  when  thoroughly 
mixed  water  should  be  added  in  the  usual  way  for  making  a 
fixed  oil  emulsion. 

Filtering  Heavy  Oils.— A  correspondent  of  the  Drug- 
gists'  Circular  recommends  the  following  method  of  filtering 
heavy  oils  and  syrups : — Place  a  piece  of  white  flannel  in 
the  funnel.  Wet  the  flannel  well  and  spritkle  it  with 
powdered  French  chalk  until  it  is  well  covered ;  then  place 
another  piece  of  well-wetted  flannel  over  the  first.  This 
makes  an  excellent  filter  for  the  purpose.  [After  the  flannel 
has  been  dried,  we  presume. — Ed.] 
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Tlie  following  applications  for  Patents  have  been  registered  at 

the  Patent  Office. 

Bottle —13,033.— September  26,  1887. — F.  W.  Child.  A 
medicine  bottle. 

Blue  (Laundry).— 12,736  — September  20, 1887. — K.  Ashton. 
Method  of  preparing  bl  ue  for  laundry  use. 

Bronchitis.— 12,972.— September  24,  1887.— W.  H.  West- 
macott.  An  embrocation  for  the  cure  of  bronchitis, 
diphtheria,  quinsy,  and  other  throat  affections,  and  con- 
sumptive cough. 

Cleansing  Powder.— 13,047.— September  27,  1887.-J.  W. 
Paton.    A  cleansing  powder  or  compound. 

Condiments.— 13,032.— September  26,  1887.— W.  M.  Clear. 
Digestive  condiments. 

Dental.— 11,462.— August  23,  1887.— J.  Macdonald.  Manu- 
facture of  artificial  teeth. 

Disinfectants  — 12,029.— September  5,  1887.— J.  Bennett.  A 

disinfectant,  12,222.— September  9,  1887.  —  E.  V. 

Tuson.  Preparation  of  materials  to  be  used  as  disin- 
fectants, parasiticides,  &c  12,483. — September  14, 

1887. — J.  Bennett.    A  disinfectant. 

Embalming  — 12,769— September  20,  1887.— J.  de  Nueda. 
Preservation  or  mummification  of  corpses. 

Teeding   Bottles.— 11,320.— August  19,  1887.— G.  Hart- 

mann.    Infants'  feeding  bottles.  11,343.— August  19, 

1887. — E.  Woodham  and  p.  Ockenden.  Unions  for 
attaching  teats  to  feeding-bottles.  12,342  —Septem- 
ber 12,  1887.— J.  O.  Tongue.    Infants'  feeding  bottles. 

Filtering,  &c— 11,393 —August  20,  1887.— O.  Bowen  and 
J.  Cobeldick.  A  deodorising,  decolorising,  and  filtering 
medium. 

Fly  Killers.— 12,256.— September  9,  1887.— E.  F.  Wells. 
A  device  for  killing  flies. 

Inhalers.— 11,647  — August  27,  1887.— S.  F.  Smith.  A  com- 
bined respirator  and  inhaler.  12,398  —September  13, 

1887.— T.  F.  Edgeworth.    An  inhaler. 

Mixing  Machine. —  11,963. —  September  3,  1887.  — A. 
Struthers  and  W.  B.  Craig.  A  new  powder  -  sifting 
machine  for  druggists  and  chemists. 

Perfumery.— 12,416.— September  13,  1887.— L.  Teltscher. 
Impregnating  pulverulent  substances  with  volatile 
essences. 

Poison  Bottle.— 12,121.— September  7,  1887.— E.  S.  Hermes. 
A  bottle  for  poisonous  liquids  or  other  dangerous  medi- 
cines. 

Preservation.— 13,049.— September  27,  1887.— I.  Allegretti. 
A  preserving  system  for  perishable  articles.  [Complete 
specification.] 

Bheumatism.— 12,724  —September  20,  1887.— E.  Wheeler. 
Bheumatic  tincture. 

Besins.— 11,805 —August  31,  1887.— S.  Banner.  Treating- 
resins,  oleo  resin".,  gums,  pitches,  varnishes,  bitumens, 
and  other  like  substances. 

Skin  Diseases —12,913  — September  23,  1887.— Elizabeth 
Ireland.  An  outward  application  for  the  cure  of  erup- 
tions and  other  diseases  of  the  skin. 

Soap.— 12,412 —September  13,  1887.— W.  L.  Byers.  Im- 
provements in  soap  tablets. 

Spatulas.— 13,145.— September  28,  1887.— J.  F.  Golding. 
Spatulas  used  in  the  making  and  mixing  of  pills,  oint- 
ments, powders,  and  electuaries. 

Tooth-brush.— 12,673.— September  19, 1887  — W.  F.  Shields. 
A  duplex,  self-adjusting  tooth-brush  for  cleaning  the 
teeth  outside  and  inside  at  the  same  time. 


Surgical.— 11,445.— August  22,  1887.— A.  J.  Boult.  Surgical 

apparatus  for  making  incisions  without  pain.  11,691. 

— August  29,  1887. — D.  Kennedy.     Artificial  supports 

for  spinal  weakness.  11,817.— August  31,  1887.— W. 

P.  Bullivant.     Apparatus  for  winding  or  rolling  wire 

netting.  12,351.— September  12, 1887.— J.  P.Schenck. 

A  combined  speculum  and  syringe.  12,739. — Sep- 
tember 20,  1887.— E.  Nienstaedt.    Bandage  shell  

12,904.— September  23,  1887.— W.  McKenzie.  An  in- 
strument for   the  treatment  of  enlargement  of  the 

testicle.  13,016  —September  26, 1887.— C.W.  Krohne. 

&  H.  F.  Sesemann.  A  cradle  splint  for  the  treatment  of 
spinal  diseases,  &c. 

Trusses.— 11,885.— September  2, 1887.— T.  G.  Daw.  Trusses 

(variable  local  pressure  pad)  12,503.— September  15, 

1887. — P.  Kirwan.    A  surgical  truss. 

Waterproofing.— 12,911  —September  23,  1887.— K.  McLea 
&  R.  Punshon.    A  waterproofing  composition. 

Yeast.— 12,057.— September  6,  1887.— A.  G.  Brookes.  Puri- 
fying yeast. 

Specifications  of  Patents  recently published. 
1886. 

10,488.  M.  Gamgee.    Absorbent  tissue  for  surgical  dressings. 
6d. 

11,846.  A.  &  L.  Q.  Brin.    Production  of  ozone.  8/7. 
12,061.  H.  JR.  Lipscombe.    Softening  and  purifying  water. 
U. 

12,064.  F.  Woolway.    Non-alcoholic  beverage,  Qi. 
12,253.  J.  Haslam.    Chemical  fire  extinguishers.  8(7. 
13,168.  E.  M.  Knight  and  A.  H.  Hobson.    Liquid  cement  or 
gum.  6d. 

14,617.  O.  Imray  (The  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  in 
Basle.)    Ethylether  of  a  new  acid.  4(7. 

1887. 

1,203.  F.  Wheeler.    Affixing  capsules  to  bottles,  &c.  6d. 
4,474.  C.  Kranz.    Condiment  preparation.  4(7. 
7,518.  J.  Belou.    Hydrogen.  6d. 
9,030.  R.  M.  Kennedy.    Vapour  inhalers.  6(7. 
9,188.  E.  Hiiaisch  and  M.  Schroder.    Sulphuric  anhydride. 
6d. 

9,215.  R.  Haddan  (Allen).    Instruments  for  the  transfusion 
of  blood,  &c.  8(7. 

The  following  Patents  have  become  void  through  non-payment 
of  renewal  fees  : — 
1883. 

1,622.  W.  L.  Wise.    Carbonate  of  strontium. 

1,697.  J.  H.  Loder.    Alcoholic  solutions. 

1,912.  W.  A.  Rowell.    Manufacture  of  carbonate  of  strontia. 

1,971.  W.  Cooke  (Schlotterhoss).    Automatically  exposing 

bodies  to  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays. 
2,160.  O.  Imray  (Larger).    Surgical  injections. 
2,283.  F.  Cook.    Cleaners  for  feeding-bottles,  &c. 
2,326.  H.  J.  Haddan  (Moldenhauer  and  another).  Purifying 

glycerine. 

2,467.  C.  Pieper  (Parmentier).    Gumming  apparatus. 

2,559.  A.  Home  and  another.    Feeding  bottles. 

2,647.  W.  R.  Barker  and  another.    Food  for  infants,  &c. 

2,657.  W.  Burnham.    Elastic  waterproof  compounds. 

2,691.  J.  R  YouDg,  junr.    Artificial  fertilisers. 

2,726  H.  W.  Sharpin.    Cutting  corns. 

2,798.  W.  R.  Lake  (Baugard).  Extracting  glycerine. 

2,985.  A.  F.  Spawn.    Production  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 

2,990.  J.  H.  Johnson.    (Crespel  and  others.)    Treatment  of 

phosphates  of  lime. 
3,053.  B.  Nickels.    Antiseptic  fluids. 

1882. 

2,893.  E.  Reading  (Buttner).    Artificial  teeth. 

1881. 

2,682.  W.  Green.  Soaps. 
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BRONCHITIS  KETTLE  AND  FOOD-WARMER. 
Messes.  Dbake  &  Hassam,  of  Churton  Street,  are 
the  makers  of  a  new  bronchitis  kettle,  with  which  is  com- 
bined a  food- warmer.  The  kettle  is  of  the  ordinary 
shape,  but  the  long  tube  is  telescoped,  so  that  the  pieces 
cannot  go  amissing,  and  at  the  end  is  a  spoon-shaped 
box  to  contain  cotton-wool  for  holding  any  medicament,  if 
it  is  desired  to  aromatise  or  medicate  the  steam.  The 
cotton- wool  is  prevented  from  choking  the  orifice  by  means 
of  a  false  tube  continuous  with  the  telescope  tube.  The 
food-warmer  is  a  deep  half-pint  vessel  which  fits  into  a  well 
at  the  side  of  the  kettle.  It  is  suitable  for  cooking  beef -tea, 
warmiDg  milk,  or  any  similar  purpose  for  which  heat  is 
required  in  the  bed-room.  The  combination  is  an  excellent 
one,  and  should  be  a  leading  article  during  the  coming 
winter. 


ATKINSON'S  "  PERFECT  "  TRUSS. 
Mr.  B.  F.  Atkinson,  of  Mill  Street,  Hanover  Square,  W., 
the  experienced  truss-maker,  has  recently  patented  an  inven- 
tion applicable  to  hernia  trusses.  The  mechanism  of  the  pad 
of  the  truss  is  quite  distinct  from  the  spring,  although  in 
other  respects  (as  will  be  seen  from  fig.  1)  the  instrument 


Fig.  1. 


resembles  an  ordinary  truss.  The  spring  is  connected  with 
the  pad  by  means  of  a  short  bar,  with  a  ball  at  the  end  of  it. 
This  ball  fits  below  the  plate  e  (fig.  2),  forming  a  ball-and- 


3?ig.  2. 

socket  joint ;  the  object  of  this  is  to  allow  the  pad  to  be 
adjusted  to  any  position,  and  thus  to  suit  any  case  of  hernia. 
When  an  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  pad  is  required, 
the  binding  screw  A  is  released,  the  pad  adjusted,  and  the 
screw  again  tightened.  The  stuffing  of  the  pad  has  received 
special  attention,  so  that,  once  the  pad  has  been  adjusted  to 
the  proper  position,  all  the  mechanical  means  necessary  for 
the  cure  of  hernia  are  secured.  As  will  be  noticed  from  the 
figure,  the  truss  may  be  lengthened  a  little,  but  the  maker 
prefers  to  make  the  trusses  to  fit  particular  cases. 


CHOCOLATINE. 
Messes.  Watson  &  Wates  are  sending  out  under  this 
name  a  flaky  powder,  of   pleasant  taste,  which  forms 
with  boiling  water  excellent  and  nutritious  chocolate.  The 


form  in  which  the  article  is  put  up  for  sale,  and  the  pleasant 
character  of  the  beverage  made  from  it,  are  features  which 
should  make  it  an  article  for  chemists'  sale. 


THE  HOBBS  ANTI-TANNIC  INFUSER. 

The  patentee  of  this  little  apparatus  states  that  tea  should 
be  made  by  adding  the  tea  to  the  boiling  water,  not  by 

pouring  boiling  water  on 
the  tea.  By  adopting 
his  infuser,  several  ad- 
vantages are  secured. 
The  infuser  rests  in  any 
tea-cup  or  breakfast-cup, 
as  shown  in  the  engrav- 
ing. After  filling  up 
with  boiling  water,  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  tea  is  added  in  the  infuser,  the  whole  is 
covered  with  an  exactly-fitting  cover,  and  the  infusion  goes 
on  for  three  minutes.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  infuser 
is  lifted  out  and  set  on  the  cover,  which  now  serves  as  a 
saucer  for  it,  and  a  cup  of  clear  infusion  remains  which, 
while  it  gives  all  the  aroma  of  tea,  naturally  contains  the 
least  possible  proportion  of  tannic.  We  find  that  tea  is 
more  quickly  as  well  as  more  perfectly  prepared  by  this 
process  than  by  the  old  method  of  infusion  in  the  pot. 
The  apparatus  is  entirely  made  of  white  china,  and  will 
prove  useful  to  chemists  in  making  small  quantities  of 
other  infusions. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
BIoon  &  Haekis,  Harley  Street,  W.,  dental  surgeons. 
Rose  &  Reynolds,  High  Wycombe,  surgeons,  physicians, 

apothecaries,  and  accoucheurs. 
Smith,  G.  H.,  &  T.  V.  Nicholl,  Upper  Clapton,  surgeons  and 

general  medical  practitioners. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 
Receiving  Oedees. 
Davis,  Thomas  Heney,  &  George  Listee  Laied  (trading 

as  Davis  &  Laird),  Liverpool,  paint  manufacturers. 
Glanville,   Feancis  Febeatus,  Clareville  Grove,  late 

of  Queen's  Gate,  South  Kensington,  surgeon. 
Hoenee,  James  Read,  Salterhebble,  near  Halifax,  chemical 
manufacturer. 
Fiest  Meetings  and  Public  Examinations. 

Blyth,  William  Feancis,  Victoria  Park  Square,  Bethnal 

Green,  surgeon.    Oct.  14,  33  Carey  Street,  Lincoln's 

Inn ;  Nov.  3,  34  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
Hoenee,  James  Read,  Salterhebble,  near  Halifax,  chemical 

manufacturer.    Oct.  21,  Official  Receiver's  office,  Halifax ; 

Nov.  8,  County  Court  House,  Halifax. 

Adjudications. 

Blyth,  William  Feancis,  Victoria  Park  Square,  Bethnal 

Green,  surgeon. 
Davis,  Thomas  Heney,  &  Geoege  Listee  Laird  (trading 

as  Davis  &  Laird),  Liverpool,  paint  manufacturers. 

Hoenee,  James  Read,  Salterhebble,  near  Halifax,  chemical 
manufacturer. 

Wigfall,  William,  the  younger  (trading  as  William 
Wigfall,  jun.,  &  Co.),  Sheffield,  brush  manufacturer. 

Scotch  Sequestbation. 

Mackay,  W.,  Aberdeen,  chemist  and  druggist.    Oct.  12,  at 
12,  Adelphi  Hotel,  Aberdeen. 
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Crab*  gepoti 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  October  13. 

THE  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  the  month  of  September, 
which  have  been  published  since  our  last  report,  are, 
broadly  speaking,  of  a  favourable  character.  We  imported 
from  abroad  1,706,911?.  less  than  in  September,  1886,  a 
difference  of  about  6  per  cent.,  chiefly  accounted  for  by  a 
diminution  of  our  imports  of  articles  of  food  and  drink,  raw 
materials,  and  foreign  manufactured  goods.  The  imports  of 
chemicals  and  dyestuffs  are  diminishing  seriously,  the  loss 
being  about  5  per  cent,  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year. 
Our  exports  show  off  well,  having  been  904,855?.,  or  about 
5  per  cent,  more  last  month  than  in  September,  1886.  It  is 
especially  satisfactory  to  find  that  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
increase  is  due  to  heavier  shipments  of  manufactured  goods. 
Of  chemicals  and  medicinal  preparations  we  exported 
5,082,612?.  worth  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1887,  against 
only  4,952,345?.  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1886.  Our 
re-exports  of  foreign  and  colonial  produce  also  increased  by 
about  1\  per  cent,  for  the  month,  and  5  per  cent,  for  the 
three  quarters.  In  the  drug  and  chemical  marketst  the  week 
has  been  a  quiet  one,  and  very  little  of  any  interest  has 
transpired,  either  at  the  public  sales  or  privately.  An  advance 
has  occurred  in  insect  flowers,  and  ergot  of  rje  is  also  said 
to  have  changed  hands  at  improved  rates.  The  supply  of 
ipecacuanha  is  being  bought  up  privately.  Musk,  civet,  orris 
root,  and  anise  are  tending  higher,  but  opium  is  cheaper  at 
Smyrna,  and  American  oil  of  peppermint  is  reported  from 
New  York  to  be  obtainable  at  lower  rates.  Shellac  has  also 
lost  ground,  while  gambier  is  steadier.  The  cinchona  auctions 
passed  off  without  material  change.  Quicksilver  has  been 
further  advanced  this  week,  and  all  mercurials  have  followed 
suit.  Cream  of  tartar  and  soda  crystals  are  firm,  but  citric 
acid,  copper  sulphate,  and  soda  bicarbonate  may  be  had 
cheaper.  Turpentine  and  olive  oil  have  risen  in  value,  while 
cod-liver  oil  is  very  firm,  but  on  the  other  hand  linseed  and 
cotton-seed  oils  are  lower.  More  money  has  been  paid  for 
Japan  wax.  As  regards  spices  there  has  been  a  slight  rise  in 
chillies  and  pimento,  but  cloves  and  cassia  lignea  have  given 
way,  and  other  spices  are  quiet. 

In  consequence  of  the  increased  price  of  spirit  in  Germany 
it  is  very  probable  that  all  quotations  of  chemicals  in  the 
manufacture  of  which  alcohol  is  used  will  be  raised. 


Acid  (Citric)  is  still  declining  slowly,  and  no  higher  price 
than  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  can  be  quoted  to-day. 

Acid  (Oxalic)  firmer  at  4f7.  per  lb. ;  Sal  acetos  6d. 

Acid  (Tartaric)  remains  quiet  but  unchanged.  Foreign, 
Is.  Q\d. ;  English,  nominally,  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Alum. — In  fair  demand  at  previous  quotations  of  6?.  for 
ground  in  bags,  and  51.  7s.  6c?.  to  51.  10s.  for  loose  lump. 

Ammonia  Compounds.  —  Carbonate,  neglected  at  4c7. 
per  lb.,  less  a  discount ;  Sal  ammoniac  steady,  but  in  limited 
request,  at  34s.  for  firsts,  and  32s.  per  cwt.  for  seconds ; 
Sulphate — Beckton  is  still  held  at  11?.  15s.,  but  other  makes 
are  tending  lower,  at  11?.  12s.  6d.  for  grey  24  per  cent.  At 
Hull  the  spot  price  is  11?.  12s.  6d. 

Anise. — Italian  and  Spanish  seed  have  advanced  since 
our  last  report,  the  former  to  38s.  to  42s.,  and  the  latter  to 
45s.  to  55s.  per  cwt.  Bussian  seed  is  also  showing  signs  of 
greater  steadiness,  and  it  is  said  that  in  the  interior  of 
Russia  more  money  is  asked.  Here  parcels  still  change 
hands  at  22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.  Fine  Chint  star  anise  has 
been  sold  by  private  contract  at  75s.  per  cwt. 

Arsenic  is  somewhat  less  steady,  but  a  fair  business  is 
passing  at  lis.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  white  powder. 


Balsams. —  Canada  remains  firm  at  the  prices  last  quoted, 
but  without  much  business.  Copaiba — The  stock  is  being 
reduced  by  private  purchases,  and  prices  are  still  tending 
higher.  Peruvian  is  going  from  bad  to  worse.  Price  nominal 
at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  good. 

Bleaching  Powder. — The  article  is  firm,  with  business 
at  8?.  15s.  per  ton. 

Bromine. — No  price  has  yet  been  fixed,  so  far  as  is  known, 
by  the  convention  of  producers.  Bromides  are  all  unchanged, 
English  brom.  pot.  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — Supplies  continue  to  arrive  freely. 

Canaryseed. — The  trade  during  the  last  fortnight  has 
been  fairly  steady,  and  prices  for  the  current  qualities  are 
maintained.  The  supplies  of  Turkish  seed  have  been 
moderate,  but  considerable  quantities  are  now  due  to  arrive 
shortly,  and  it  remains  a  matter  of  speculation  how  these 
will  be  received  when  we  have  only  the  home  demand  to  fall 
back  upon  for  an  outlet.  The  position  of  the  English  market, 
which  used  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  depot  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  world's  supplies,  has  undergone  a  thorough  change. 
The  main  requirements  abroad  are  now  mostly  provided  for 
by  shipments  either  direct  or  in  transit,  and  only  a  moiety  is 
retained  for  the  English  market.  This  circumstance  must 
be  taken  into  account  when  comparing  our  stocks  and  sup- 
plies with  former  seasons.  At  present  there  are  still  num- 
bers of  parcels  of  old  seed  being  held  over,  for  which  holders 
expect  to  realise  the  same,  if  not  higher,  prices  than  for  new. 
Fair  average  new  sells  at  41s.  to  44s. ;  extra  quality,  45s.  to 
47s.  per  464  lbs.  ex  warehouse.  In  Morocco  and  Spanish 
seed  a  more  important  trade  is  now  done,  at  49s.  to  51s.  for 
the  former,  and  52s.  to  54s.  for  the  latter.  For  new  Butch 
and  8pa?iish  seed  53s.  is  asked  without  attracting  buyers. 
Ordinary  Butch,  52s.  6d.    English  is  only  occasionally  seen. 

Caraway  Seed  remains  firm  with  little  business.  Butch 
and  English  seed  ale  quoted  at  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  Bussian 
seed,  though  tending  higher,  may  still  be  had  at  23s.  to  24s. 

Cardamoms. — The  exports  from  Ceylon  are  still  on  the 
increase.  From  October  1,  1886,  to  September  8,  1887,  they 
amounted  to  306,157  lbs.,  against  224,888  lbs.  in  the  same 
period  of  1885-6,  and  146,017  lbs.  in  1884-5. 

Cassia  Lignea  very  dull  of  sale  at  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At 
the  auctions  431  boxes  first-class  sea  damaged  cassia  sold 
without  reserve  at  20s.  to  20s.  6d.  per  cwt.  We  hear  that  the 
stock  of  cassia  lignea  at  Canton  is  assuming  enormous 
dimensions,  being  about  50,000  piculs  in  boxes  and  50,000 
piculs  in  bales,  which  is  a  larger  stock  than  has  existed  for  years. 
This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  uniform  export  tax  on  cassia 
is  now  levied  throughout  China,  and  that  the  producing  dis- 
tricts which  formerly  shipped  rid  Pakhoi,  a  centre  where 
exceptional  advantages  were  offered  them,  now  send  the 
whole  of  their  supply  to  Canton.  Moreover  the  crop  now  is 
forwarded  to  Canton  immediately  after  gathering,  while 
formerly  it  took  nearly  a  twelvemonth  for  cassia  to  reach 
Hong  Kong  and  other  shipping  ports. 

Cinchona. — At  the  periodical  auctions  on  Tuesday  the 
supply  of  East  Indian  barks  was  rather  in  excess  of  that 
offered  at  the  previous  sales,  the  entire  quantity  catalogued 
numbering  2,493  packages,  of  which  2,321  were  of  Ceylon 
growth.  Owners  sold  readily,  and  succeeded  in  disposing  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  supply  at  about  previous  prices  for 
ordinary  and  medium,  and  a  slight  reduction  for  better  class 
barks.  The  unit  ranged  from  l^d  to  Zd.  Only  865  packages 
South  American  cinchona  were  offered,  of  which  220  found 
purchasers,  soft  Columbia,  imported  in  1880,  at  3d.,  and 
old  Cuprea  at  3d.  to  3|cZ.  per  lb. 

Ceylon  bark  sold  as  follows  : — Succirubra,  natural  branch 
at  Id. ;  stem  chips,  Zd.  to  5d. ;  spoke-shavings,  Z\d.  to  5\d. ; 
root,  3d.  to  4|c?. ;  renewed,  ordinary  to  fine,  Z\d.  to  9d. 
Officinalis,  branch,  l\d.  to  Z\d. ;  chips,  Zd.  to  5d. ;  spoke- 
shavings,  3\d.  to  5\d. ;  root,  5 Id.  to  8ici. ;  renewed,  3d.  to 
lid.  Hybrid,  &c,  branch,  l\d.  to  Z\d. ;  "chips,  Z\d.  to  5\d.  ; 
spoke-shavings,  3\d.  to  5c?. ;  root,  Z\d.  to  3d. ;  renewed,  5\d. 
to  9d.  Java  bark,  of  which  the  assortment  was  not  a  very 
fine  one,  sold  as  follows  : — Ledgeriana,  branch,  Z\d.  to  4cZ. ; 
chips,  3\d.  to  9c7. ;  spoke-shavings,  3\d.  ;  root,  5\d.  to  3d. ; 
renewed,  9c7.  Officinalis,  stem  chips,  5\d. ;  root,  5\d.  to 
Q\d.  Succirubra,  chips,  Z\d.  to  9d. ;  root,  Zd.  to  4|ci. ;  quill, 
long  silvery  but  irregular  druggist's,  3d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  The 
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exports  from  Cejlon  in  the  period  between  October  1  and 
September  8  have  been  as  follows  .-—1886-7,  13,597,174  lbs. ; 
1885-6, 14,701,578  lbs. ;  1884-85,  10,659,294  lbs.  The  latest 
mail  advices  state  that  the  unit  at  Colombo  ruled  above  the 
London  parity,  but  that  holders  showed  no  inclination  to  sell, 
anticipating  an  improvement  in  the  London  market.  There 
has  been  a  good  demand  privately  for  Maracaibo  bark,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  has  changed  hands.  There  is  now  very 
little  offering,  for  which  3d.  to  8\d.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Civet  remains  very  scarce,  and  fine  quality,  if  offered 
would  bring  a  high  price. 

Cloves. — Zanzibar  are  lower  since  our  last  report.  At  the 
weekly  auctions  only  104  bales  Zanzibar  were  offered,  of 
which  25  sold  at  llf^.  per  lb.  for  good  bright.  Pcnang 
cloves,  on  the  other  hand,  are  advancing,  34  cases  having 
been  sold  "  without  reserve,"  fair  up  to  12\d.,  and  good  at 
\3d. 

Cocaine. — Lower  prices  are  quoted,  say  9\d.  for  wholesale 
quantities. 

Coppee  (Sulphate)  is  somewhat  lower,  at  131.  10s. 

Cream  of  Taetae. — The  scarcity  continues,  and  130.?. 
is  still  asked  for  firsts  on  the  spot,  while  higher  rates  are 
anticipated. 

Ctjminseed  remains  scarce  and  dear.  For  Maltese  seed 
48s.  to  49s.  per  cwt.  is  required,  and  28s.  to  30s.  for  East 
Indian. 

Eegot  of  Eve. — It  seems  now  quite  clear  that  the  advance 
has  not  yet  spoken  its  last  word,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
famine  prices  may  rule  ere  long.  Russia  and  Germany 
have  been  scoured  for  supplies,  but  none  are  forthcoming ; 
and  although,  no  doubt,  several  parcels  are  held  back  here 
and  there,  we  need  not  look  to  those  countries  for  any 
material  assistance  in  our  requirements.  The  whole  of  the 
new  Spanish  crop  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  single 
firm,  who  demand  3s.  per  lb.  for  it.  To-day  it  was  reported 
that  3s.  per  lb.  had  actually  been  paid  at  Vigo,  in  Spain, 
for  ergot  of  the  new  crop.  The  high  prices  quoted  here 
have  checked  business  to  some  extent. 

Fenugreek  Seed. — Supplies  have  now  been  quite  want- 
ing for  some  time,  but  the  demand,  especially  for  export, 
continues  unabated.  There  is  now  but  a  small  stock  left 
here,  which  is  quoted  at  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Galls. —  China  remain  steady,  with  sales  on  the  spot  at 
57s.  per  cwt.    Japan  quiet,  at  53s.  to  55s.  per  cwt. 

Gambier.—  On  the  spot  Block  is  difficult  to  procure,  and 
nothing  is  now  obtainable  under  25s.  per  cwt.  For  arrival, 
23s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  100  tons,  September-October 
shipment.  At  the  weekly  auctions  189  bags  Cubes  were 
catalogued,  but  bought  in. 

Gentian  Root  remains  very  firm,  and  17s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
has  recently  been  paid.  In  Southern  Europe  prices  are  ad- 
vancing, and  the  article  is  becoming  very  scarce. 

Glycerine  is  in  good  demand,  but  the  price  still  remains 
at  80Z.  per  ton  for  1,260  s.g.  for  well-known  brands. 

Golden  Seal  Root.— In  America  prices  have  advanced 
to  the  parity  of  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  which  is  quoted  here. 

Gum  Aeabic. — Since  our  last  report  there  has  been  a 
fairly  steady  demand  for  gum  arabic,  generally  at  late  rates. 
Barbary  gum  remains  quiet.  The  new  arrivals  are  only 
partially  ready  for  sale  as  yet.  As  regards  East  Indian  gums, 
Aden  is  in  demand,  and  one  parcel  reported  to  have  been 
sold  at  11. 10s.  per  cwt.  Amrad  shows  no  alteration.  Ghatti 
has  been  inquired  for,  but  we  do  not  quote  any  change  in 
same.  Barbary  character  continues  to  be  quoted  at  51. 12s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Some  of  the  Egyptian  Amrad  gums  are  being  more 
pressed  for  sale.  Turkey  sorts  remain  unchanged.  Of  Senegal 
gum,  fine  quality  is  scarce  and  dear ;  11.  per  cwt.  has  been 
paid  in  London.  From  Boideaux  we  hear  that  there  is 
scarcely  any  gum  obtainable  on  the  spot.  About  10,000  bags 
which  were  imported  into  Bordeaux  recently  have  all  been 
sold  already.  Another  300  tons  arrived  a  few  days  ago,  but 
the  prices  of  the  new  Galam  crop  have  not  yet  been  fixed. 

Honey. — At  Liverpool  196  kegs  of  Chilian  were  landed 
last  Friday. 

Indigo. — The  periodical  auctions,  the  last  of  the  present 


year,  commenced  on  October  10,  and  were  continued  on  the 
two  following  days.  The  quantity  declared  for  sale  was- 
5,770  chests,  of  which  491  were  withdrawn  before  the  sale 
began,  leaving  1,960  chests  Bengal,  48  Oude,  2,280  Kurpah, 
470  Madras,  460  Bombay,  53  Manila,  and  26  musters ;  total, 
5,729  chests,  of  which  2,156  chests  were  sold. 

The  sale  was  disappointing  to  all  holders  of  indigo.  The 
prices  which  could  have  been  realised  in  July,  and  which 
were  then  refused  by  importers,  could  not  be  obtained  for  the 
same  parcels  at  the  present  auction,  and  some  few  lots  of  new 
goods  also  failed  to  reach  valuations.  As  a  rule,  importers 
supported  the  market  by  withdrawing  2,711  chests,  and  buy- 
ing in  894  chests.  The  variations  as  compared  with  the 
previous  auctions  were  as  follows :  Bengal  and  Tirhoot  sold 
on  an  average  at  par  to  2d.  under  July  rates;  Kurpah,  good, 
3d.  to  <\d.  per  lb.  higher ;  middling  red,  2d.  to  3d.  ditto ; 
middling  blue,  par,  ordinary  and  low,  2d.  to  4rf.  per  lb.  lower ; 
dry  leaf  Madras,  good  par,  ordinary  and  low,  2d.  to  3d.  per 
lb.  lower.  The  following  are  the  prices  obtained  :  Bengal. — 
good  violet  and  red,  5s.  4rf.  to  5s.  9d.  ;  middling  ditto,  5s.  Id. 
to  5s.  3d. ;  ordinary  ditto,  4s.  lOd.  to  5s.  Id. ;  good  violet  and 
copper,  4s.  lid.  to  5s.  2d.  ;  middling  ditto,  4s.  lOd.  to  5s.  ; 
consuming :  good  and  fine,  4s.  8<f .  to  5s.  2d. ;  middling  and 
good  middling,  4s.  6d.  to  4s.  3d. ;  good  ordinary,  4s.  to  4s.  Qd.-T 
ordinary  and  low,  3s.  to  3s.  lid. :  trash  and  washings,  Is.  Gd.  tr> 
3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Oude.— Middling  to  good  middling  (plant 
Oude),  nominal,  4s.  to  4s.  2d.  ;  ordinary  and  good  ordinary 
(ditto)  ditto,  3s.  6d.  to  4s.;  good  ordinary  to  good  (native 
Oude)  (ditto),  2s.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  Madras.— Good  middling 
to  good  native,  2s.  3d.  to  3s. ;  ordinary  to  middling,  Is.  5d.  to 
2s.  6d.  ;  very  ordinary  ditto,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Kurpah. — 
Good  to  fine,  3s.  IQd.  to  4s.  6d. ;  good  ordinary  to  good, 
2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  3d.  ;  low  to  ordinary,  Is.  Id.  to  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Insect  Flowees. — The  stock  at  Trieste,  it  appears,  has 
been  greatly  over-estimated,  and  when  American  orders 
arrived  prices  advanced  rapidly.  To-day  open  flowers  are 
quoted  at  from  200s.  to  225s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  but  even  at  these 
high  rates  there  is  very  little  offering. 

Iodine. — The  position  of  this  article  is  very  firm.  The 
price  still  remains  at  9d.  per  oz.  ;  resublimed  at  14s.  per  lb.  -T 
potass,  iodide,  at  lis.  3d.  per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha.— Since  the  auctions  a  large  private  business 
i  has  taken  place  at  an  advance  o£  4rf.  to  6d.  per  lb.  on 
auction  prices.    Nothing  can  now  be  had  under  4s.  2d.  per 
lb.  for  fair  root. 

Junipee  Berbies.—  In  Italy  prices  continue  to  advance, 
and  the  very  small  quanitity  which  has  been  gathered  is  all 
concentrated  in  the  bands  of  speculative  holders. 

Linseed  is  firmer,  especially  for  the  Bu'ch  variety,  which 
is  very  tightly  held  at  43s.  to  45s.  per  424  lbs.  Hungarian 
and  Sicilian  steady  at  40s.  and  45s.  respectively.  Of  East 
Indian  seed,  Bombay  is  quoted  at  39s.,  and  Calcutta  Is.  less. 
For  fine  English  seed  48s.  per  imperial  quart  is  asked. 

Lycopodium.— Prices  are  tending  lower,  the  new  crop 
havirg  turned  out  good.  It  is  advised  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  guard  against  the  purchase  of  badly  sifted  seed,  of 
which  there  are  a  good  many  parcels  in  the  market.  The 
nearest  price  is  Is.  4<2.  per  lb. 

Meecueials  are  all  Id.  per  lb.  dearer,  owing  to  the 
advance  in  quicksilver. 

Moephia  still  unchanged  at  7s.  6d.  per  oz.,  manufacturers' 
price,  but  second-hand  offers  rather  lower. 

MUSK— We  hear  that  part  of  the  small  supply  of  fine 
Tonquin  pods,  first  pile,  offered  at  the  last  drug  sales  has 
since  been  sold  at  an  advance  upon  the  previous  quotation, 
and  as  our  stock  appears  very  low  prices  may  go  higher  next 
week. 

Mustard  Seed.— White  seed  offers  on  a  very  liberal 
scale,  and  values  remain  low  with  a  weak  tendency,  say  8$-. 
to  10s.  6d.  per  bushel.    Brown  seed  is  slightly  steadier. 

Nux  Vomica.— The  demand  continues  very  good.  Fair 
quality  is  worth  14s.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Cocoanut).— There  is  not  much  doing  and  prices 
remain  steady,  Ccchin  at  317.  to  32Z.  according  to  quality, 
Ceylon  at  231.  15s.  to  24/.,  and  Matiritius  at  251.  10s.  In 
Cejlon  the  market  is  very  firm  and  prices  are  advancing,  the 
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mills  being  full  of  orders.  The  exports  from  Ceylon  in  the 
periods  between  October  land  September  8,  are: — 1886-7, 
271,457  cwts. ;  1885-6,  203,041  cwts. ;  1884-5,  258,589  cwts. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  busi- 
ness in  this  article  since  our  last  report,  though  principally, 
so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  in  ordinary  and  medium  qualities. 
Various  prices  are  asked  by  the  different  holders,  but  3s.  4fl 
to  3s.  Qd.  for  congealable,  and  up  to  4s.  and  even  4s.  3d.  for 
non-congealable  oils  are  the  nearest  quotations. 

Oils  (Essential). — Anise  unchanged  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  for 
English,  and  7s.  3d.  par  lb.  for  star  anise.  Cassia  very  quiet 
and  dull;  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  l\d.  per  lb.  would  no  doubt  buy,  but 
there  is  no  life  in  the  article.  Cinnamon  without  change,  from 
Is.  fid.  up  to  2s.  61  according  to  quality.  No  oil  has  been 
shipped  from  Ceyloa  lately,  and  the  exports  stand : — 
October  1,  1886,  to  September  8,  1887,  54,501  oz.  ;  1885-6, 
94,000  oz. ;  1884-5, 100,895  oz.  Citronella  lifeless  at  \i.  to  i£<Z. 
per  oz.  for  native  brands.  Ceylon  exported  between  October  1 
and  September  8,  8,131,511  oz.  in  1886-7,  6,004,294  oz.  in 
1885-6,  and  5,591,378  oz.  in  1884-5.  In  Italian  oils  prices 
remain  firm,  the  average  quotations  for  commercial  lemon  being 
4s.  9d.  to  5s.  per  lb.,  for  bcrgamot  7s.  to  7s.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  for 
orange  4s.  Qd.  per  lb.  No  oils  are  yet  coming  forward  from 
Messina,  but  there  is  a  very  large  stock,  especially  of  old 
lemon  in  this  country,  and  supplies  may  be  brought  from 
Palermo  and  Rjggio.  In  Otto  of  rose  some  trade  is  doing  at 
20s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  well-known  brands,  though  some  im- 
porters ask  more.  American  Oil  of  peppermint  (HGH)  has 
been  sold  on  the  spot  at  12s.  9d.  per  lb.  Our  cablegram  to- 
day speaks  of  a  further  decline  in  America.  English  oil  is 
steady  at  28s.  per  lb.  for  Mitcham,  without  change  in  price, 
but  business  is  quiet,  especially  for  export  to  Germany,  the 
liqueur  manufacturers  in  that  country  abstaining  from  buying 
at  present  owiDg  to  the  new  Spirit  Law.  Japanese  oil  offer- 
ing at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Menthol  crystals  somewhat  firmer  at 
3s.  6d.  to  4s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Oils  (Fixed). —  Cottonseed  oil  is  cheaper,  and  closes  at 
181.  for  crude  and  201  10s.  for  refined.  Linseed  quiet  and 
tending  lower.  The  following  are  the  quotations : — Spot 
here,  pipes,  191  10s.  to  191  12s.  Qd. ;  barrels,  191  12s.  Qd.  to 
191  15s. ;  October,  191 12s.  Qd. ;  November- December,  19Z.  10s. 
to  191  12s.  6d. ;  January- April,  191  15s.  Business  has  been 
done  for  January-June  at  191  15s.  Palm  oil  remains  quiet 
at  22Z.  for  fine  Lagos.  Petroleum  firm,  b~d.  to  b\d.  for 
American  oil  on  the  spot,  5§d  for  October-December,  and 
b\d.  for  January-April.  Kussian  petroleum,  b^d.  to  b\d., 
spot,  and  5£d.  for  October-December.  Rape  oil  unchanged. 
There  are  buyers  at  241  for  English  brown  on  the  spot. 
Refined  is  held  at  251  5s.  to  251  10s. 

Oil  (Olive). — There  is  very  little  oil  offering  here,  and 
prices  are  advancing  in  sympathy  with  the  unfavourable  crop 
reports  from  the  principal  producing  centres.  ''In  London 
Mogadore  has  been  sold  at  331,  and  Messini  oil  at  351 

Oil  (Turpentine). — The  position  of  the  article  has 
further  improved  since  our  last  report,  and  American  spirits 
on  the  spot  are  to-day  quoted  at  26s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  October- 
December  at  26s.  Qd.,  and  January-April  at  26s.  Qd.  to 
27s.  per  cwt.    In  France  prices  of  French  oil  have  advanced. 

Opium. — Mail  advices  from  Smyrna  dated  October  1  report 
that  during  the  week  then  ending  fair  sales  had  taken  place 
for  manufacturing  purposes  at  unchanged  rates,  mostly  for 
■export  to  America  ;  but  as  nothiDg  had  yet  transpired  con- 
cerning the  Dutch  Government  purchases,  and  certain 
holders  had  become  very  short  of  money,  the  tendency  of  the 
market  was  decidedly  towards  lower  quotations.  Cable 
reports  received  this  week  confirm  this  report,  and  state  that 
there  has  been  a  fall  on  the  Smyrna  market,  especially  in  old 
opium,  much  of  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  weakest 
holders.  The  arrivals  of  the  new  crop  at  Smyrna  on  October  1 
were  520  baskets  (including  78  Salonica),  against  3,021 
baskets  at  the  corresponding  date  of  the  preceding  year. 

Orris  Root.  —  The  demand  is  growing,  but  supplies  of 
Italian  root  are  becoming  scarcer,  the  new  crop  having  been  a 
■very  small  one  indeed. 

Potash  Compounds. — Bichromate  quiet,  and  offering  at 
4§d.  per  lb. ;  Chlorate  is  firmly  held  at  Qd.  per  lb. ;  and  yel- 
low Prussiate,  according  to  quality,  is  quoted  at  7j<1  to  l\d. 

Quicksilver.  —  On  Monday  the  principal  importers  ad- 


vanced their  quotation  to  71  15s.  per  bottle,  where  it  now 
stands.  The  market  is  very  firm  at  the  price.  Our  stock  has 
been  greatly  reduced  during  the  month  of  September,  the 
imports  into  London  amounting  to  only  510  bottles,  and  the 
deliveries  for  export  to  3,367  bottles.  To  this  should  be 
added  the  home  consumption,  which  can  be  only  estimated, 
but  may  have  amounted  to  between  850  and  1,000  bottles. 

Quinine. — The  forced  sale  of  53,000  oz.  Italian  quinine 
last  week  has  not  exercised  any  appreciable  influence  on  the 
market.  During  the  commencement  of  the  week  a  fair 
business  was  transacted  in  second-hand  lots.  Some  of  the 
Italian  quinine  sold  at  the  last  drug  sales  has  changed 
hands  since  at  a  small  profit.  English  quinine  (Whiffen's) 
has  been  sold  at  Is.  5^d.  per  oz.,  it  is  said,  by  the  second 
hand.     German  in  bulk  is  quoted  at  Is.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Rape  Seed. — The  tone  remains  firm.  Offers  of  fine  English 
seed  are  restricted.  43s.  to  48s.  per  qur.  are  the  current 
prices.  Foreign  seed  is  so  much  wanted  at  home  for 
crushing  that  exportation  is  only  attempted  where  excep- 
tional shipping  facilities  exist ;  44s.  to  48s.  per  424  lbs.  has 
been  paid  for  the  latter.  East  Indian  qualities  very  firm  and 
dearer. 

Safflower. — Good  to  fine  Bengal  is  quoted  at  90s.  to 
120s.  per  cwt. 

Senna. — We  note  further  arrivals  of  141  bales  of  Tinnevelly 
this  week. 

Shellac. — The  week  opened  with  a  decidedly  easier  feel- 
ing and  sales  of  AC  garnet  lac  at  the  lower  price  of  39s.  per 
cwt.  At  the  auctions  on  Tuesday  939  chests  were  catalogued, 
and  holders  showed  a  good  deal  of  readiness  to  sell.  Under 
these  circumstances  500  chests  were  disposed  of  at  a  decline 
of  from  2s.  to  3s.  per  cwt.  for  second  orange  lac.  The  parcels 
sold  include  the  following  brands  : — RPG  in  house  at  45s.  to 
45s. Qd.;  KD  in  diamond  at 45s.  for  good,  and  43s.  for  livery; 
KB  in  diamond,  WBSC  in  house,  andE&O,  III,  at  44s.  to 44s.  Qd. ; 
M  in  diamond,  rather  livery,  at  43s.  Qd.  to  44s.  ;  Button,  dull 
unworked  seconds,  at  49s.  Qd.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  A  good  deal 
of  this  was  sold  "  without  reserve."  For  arrival  TN  standard 
orange  is  also  Is.  Qd.  cheaper,  distant  shipment  having  sold 
at  46s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f .  With  reference  to  the  false  marking  of 
DC  orange  lac,  to  which  we  referred  some  weeks  ago,  an 
American  journal  states  that  false  marking  of  shellac  is  by 
no  means  of  uncommon  occurrence  in  the  American  markets. 

Soda  Compounds — Ash  quiet  at  l£d.  Bicarbonate  is  a 
shade  easier,  and  now  quotes  at  61  10s.  per  ton,  at  which 
price  there  are  buyers.  Caustic  firm  at  71  5s.  for  cream,  and 
71  10s.  for  white  60  per  cent.  Crystals  remain  unchanged 
on  our  market  at  21  12s.  Qd.  per  ton,  but  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  2!.  6s.  is  now  the  price,  being  slightly  dearer.  Refined 
Nitrate  firm  at  91  7s.  Qd.  to  91  10s.  on  the  spot,  according 
to  quality. 

Spices  (Various). — Arrowroot  remains  quite  neglected, 
at  Z^d.  for  good  St.  Vincent.  Chillies  are  still  rising  in 
value,  28s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  having  been  paid  for  fair  bright 
Zanzibar.  Cochin  Oinger  remains  steady;  very  little  was 
offered  at  the  public  sales,  and  only  106  packages  sold  :  good 
rough,  small  to  medium,  25s.  6<1  to  26s. ;  fine  bright  rough, 
medium  to  bold,  34s.  to  36s. ;  bright  bold  selected  ditto,  up 
to  50s.  per  cwt.  Mace  quiet  at  unchanged  rates  ;  good  West 
India  sells  at  2s.  bd.  to  2s.  Id.,  fine  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  Nutmegs 
in  good  demand  at  last  week's  rates.  Pepper  unchanged  and 
quiet  for  black,  but  rather  firm  for  white  :  ordinary  light 
Atcheen,  1314  per  cent,  dust,  sold  at  6—^.  per  lb. ;  grey  to 
fine  dark  Aleppy  at  8\d.  to  8§rl  per  lb.  White  Penang  sells 
at  10fd  per  lb.  Pimento  is  advancing,  and  the  position 
seems  very  strong ;  fine  clean  Jamaica  sells  up  to  Z~d. 
per  lb. 

Tallow. — There  has  been  a  slight  advance  in  Mussia?i, 
St.  Petersburg  yellow  candle  on  the  spot  being  now  held  at 
32s.  per  cwt.  Australian  is  quoted  at  23s.  to  23s.  9d.  per 
cwt.  for  mutton,  and  21s.  9d.  to  22s.  Qd.  for  beef. 

Turmeric. — At  the  weekly  auctions  230  bags  Bengal  were 
bought  in  at  10s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  and  746  bags  Madras  at  8s.  9d. 
to  9s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — The  latest  mail  reports  from  Mauritius  state 
that  the  crop  was  being  actively  gathered  at  the  end  of 
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August,  the  weather1  being  extremely  favourable  for  the 
curing  of  the  beans.  The  crop  was  expected  to  be  much  in 
excess  of  last  year's. 

Wax  (Bees'). — There  is  some  inquiry  for  good  yellow 
Ceylon  wax,  which  would  be  worth  100s.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan),  continues  to  advance.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  56s.  per  cwt.  was  paid  for  small  quantities,  after  which 
holders  raised  their  quotations  to  57s.  hd.  per  cwt. 


AMERICAN  CABLEGRAM. 


New  Yoke,  October  13. 
Eegot  op  Rye. — A  large  business  is  being  done  in  this 
article  at  rapidly  advancing  prices,  but  as  higher  rates  are 
asked  after  each  sale  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate 
quotation. 

Oil  of  Peppermint. — H.  G.  Hotchkiss's  brand  is  quoted 
at  $2.65,  equal  to  12s.  per  lb.  laid  down  in  London.  This 
fall  has  been  brought  about,  no  doubt,  by  speculators  who 
want  to  buy  cheap,  and  a  large  business  is  being  done  at  the 
reduced  quotations. 

Senega  Root. — Good  bright  Western  root  is  becoming 
extremely  scarce  and  in  active  demand.  Holders  decline  to 
sell  except  at  higher  rates. 

Quinine. — A  further  fall  in  prices  has  taken  place,  and 
notwithstanding  the  low  values  now  ruling  there  is  a  wide- 
spread feeling  that  still  lower  rates  will  shortly  be  accepted. 


THE  DUTCH  MARKET. 


Amsterdam,  October  12,  1887. 

Cinchona.— The  public  sale,  October  20,  will  consist  of 
1,459  bales  and  228  cases  Java  cinchona,  of  which  443  bales 
and  92  cases  are  from  the  Government  plantations.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  description  of  the  quantity: — 81  cases  Succi- 
rubra  (pipes)  quills  ;  190  bales  broken  and  chips  and  shavings  ; 
36  bales  root.  Ninety-four  cases  Calisaya  Schuhkraft  (pipes) 
quills  ;  33  bales  broken  (pipes)  quills  ;  28  bales  root ;  24  bales 
Anglica  chips.  Three  cases  C.  Ledgeriana  (pipes)  quills  ; 
899  bales  49  cases  chips  ;  224  bales  root.  One  case  Officinalis 
(pipes)  quills ;  25  bales  chips. 

Cocoa  Butter. — On  October  4  about  25  tons  vanHouten's 
were  sold  here,  at  the  same  hour  that  30  tons  Cadbury's  were 
auctioned  in  London.  At  Amsterdam  the  lightest  variety  (A) 
realised  75£c.  to  77c,  B,  73jc.  to  76c,  and  C  (the  darkest) 
75jC  to  75^'c.  per  \  kilo.,  net  cash.  The  fact  that  similar 
prices  were  paid  in  the  London  auctions  proves  that  13c.  to 
14c.  per  lb.  is  the  actual  value  of  cocoa  butter,  and  that  the 
consumption  keeps  step  with  the  increasing  production  of 
the  article.  The  time  is  not  so  far  back  when  all  the  makers 
of  cocoa  powder  in  Holland  together  did  not  produce  50  tons 
of  butter  a  year,  and  when  an  order  for  cocoa  beans  was 
usually  combined  with  the  condition  that  10  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  order  should  be  taken  out  in  butter  of  cocoa,  a 
condition  which  in  many  cases  was  refused  by  the  selling 
party,  who  found  it  too  dangerous  to  keep  a  stock  of  a  few 
hundred  pounds  of  cocoa  butter.  At  that  time  cocoa  butter 
was  used  principally  by  apothecaries,  whilst  the  chief  buyers 
now  are  manufacturers  of  chocolate  and  cocoa  sweetmeats. 

Cubebs. — The  stock  in  Holland  is  at  present  186  bales  in 
first  hand,  56  bales  in  second  hand,  and  the  price  asked  is 
3f.  per  \  kilo.,  or  251  per  cwt.,  at  which  holders  are  very  firm. 
There  is  no  chance  to  buy  lower,  and  owners  are  not  even  in- 
clined to  sell  more  than  a  part  at  once  at  3f.,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  much  higher  prices  later  on. 


Green  Orange  Reel  from  the  Dutch  colony  of  Curacao 
in  the  West  Indies  is  largely  used  by  our  liqueur  manufac- 
turers. It  is  imported  direct  from  Curacao,  and  there  is  a 
parcel  in  the  market  at  present.  Our  manufacturers  also 
employ  Italian  orange  peel,  which  they  get  from  Leghorn 
and  Messina.  Anise  seed,  which  they  use  in  very  large 
quantities,  they  draw  from  Spain  (Alicante)  ;  neither  the 
Russian  seed  nor  the  essential  oil  is  used  here.  The  manu- 
facture of  liqueurs  as  an  industry  dates  from  over  three  cen- 
turies, the  oldest  firm  known  being  the  Erven  (heirs  of) 
Lucas  Bols.  This  Lucas  Bols  in  his  day,  which  was  in  the 
second  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  distilled  his  liqueurs  in 
a  small  wooden  shed  or  "lootsje"  in  the  suburbs  of  Am- 
sterdam, which  factory  became  a  popular  house  of  call  of 
excursionists.  Hence  Lucas  Bols'  factory  became  known  as 
the  "  Lootsje,"  and  bears  that  name  until  this  day.  Dutch 
liqueurs  are  exported  to  all  countries  of  the  world,  France 
being  one  of  the  principal  customers  It  is  said  that  Bols' 
firm  in  1885  distilled  no  less  than  32,800  gallons  of  French 
alcohol  36  degrees.  The  total  export  of  Dutch  liqueurs  in 
1885  was  71,544  gallons.  One  firm  of  distillers  manufacture 
no  less  than  178  different  varieties  of  liqueurs. 

Gum  Copal. — There  will  be  a  sale  on  October  18  of  365 
cases  and  123  baskets,  about  32  tons,  and  252  packages,  about 
24  tons  in  all. 

Gum  Damar.— In  sale  on  October  18  will  be  offered  368 
cases,  66  bales,  together  about  27  tons. 

Red  Rose  Leaves  have  advanced  from  Is.  l\d.  to  2s.  10d. 
per  lb.  If  reports  from  the  few  owners  are  correct,  only  about 
1,000  lbs.  remain  in  hand. 


The  Dutch  Cocoa  Industry. — There  are  about  ten  cho- 
colate and  cocoa  manufacturers  in  Holland,  whose  yearly 
requirements  of  cocoa  beans  may  be  estimated  at  3,000  tons 
in  round  figures,  principally  of  the  Guayaquil,  Caracas,  and 
Domingo  kinds.  They  mostly  manufacture  cocoa  prepara- 
tions, known  by  the  name  of  soluble  cocoa,  cocoatine,  and 
cocoa  powder — viz.,  the  roasted  and  powdered  cocoa  beans, 
deprived  of  most  of  their  natural  fat,  and  the  cocoa  butter, 
which  is  used  as  a  valuable  ingredient  by  manufacturers  of 
chocolate,  cocoa  sweetmeats,  and  also  for  pharmaceutical 
purposes.  The  oldest  of  the  Dutch  cocoa  works  was  founded 
on  a  small  scale  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  most  of  the 
other  works  have  existed  from  forty  to  sixty  years,  but  all  of 
them  remained  insignificant  until  the  before-named  powdered 
preparations  found  their  way  to  foreign  countries,  especially 
England  and  Germany,  where  certain  Dutch  brands  of  pow- 
dered cocoa  have  been  very  well  received  and  enjoy  a  large 
sale.  There  are  people  who  supposed  that  the  superiority  of 
Dutch  cocoa  powder  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  peculiar  mode  of 
manufacture  different  from  the  methods  followed  in  other 
countries.  The  idea  to  extract  the  fat  from  the  roasted 
cocoa  beans  and  to  sell  the  powder  is  said  to  have  originated 
in  the  brain  of  a  Dutch  chocolate-maker  about  1830. 


THE  GERMAN  MARKET. 


Hamburg,  October  11. 

THE  last  week  has  been  one  of  extreme  dulness,  and  hardly 
any  business  has  been  done.    Prices  are  generally  un- 
changed, but  must  be  considered  nominal. 

The  prices  in  this  column  are  given  in  marks  (llf«Z.)  per 
100  kilos.,  or  per  kilo.  (1  kilo.  =  2  lb  3±  oz  ;  50  kilos.  =  1  cwt .). 
The  prices  in  parentheses  show  the  parity  in  London. 

Aloes.— There  is  very  little  business  doing  here,  and  prices 
are  rather  lower. 
Antimony.— No  stock  of  Japanese  exists  on  this  market. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  continues  to  advance,  and  very  little 
is  now  offering;  3.85m.  to  3.90m.  (Is  M.)  may  now  be 
quoted.  Peruvian  weak,  and  tending  lower;  the  new 
arrivals  of  40  cases  found  no  buyers.  Tolu  firm,  though  no 
further  advance  in  value  has  taken  place.  Of  Canada,  12 
casks  came  to  hand  this  week. 
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BAEKS. —  Cinchona.— Voxto  Cabello  in  good  yellow  quality 
is  very  scarce  here,  and  extreme  prices  are  asked  for  this 
variety.  Of  the  Lima  variety  about  70  bales  were  sold  at 
97§m.  (4|i.).  In  Condurango  there  is  still  a  pretty  active 
demand,  and  stocks  are  getting  very  small.  As  it  is  reported 
that  there  are  no  shipments  to  be  expected,  it  is  likely  to  see 
very  extreme  prices  before  long.  Quillaya  unchanged,  at 
29Jm.  to  30m.  (132.  5s.),  with  sales  of  small  extent  at  that 
figure. 

Camphoe  (Refined)  is  firm  at  previous  prices,  with  only 
a  moderate  demand. 

Eegot  of  Rye. — The  improvement  noticed  in  our  last 
report  has  been  well  maintained,  and  nothing  can  be  had  now 
under  4.50m.  (2s.  per  lb.)  for  good  old  grain. 

Menthol. — Very  little  business.  A  lot  prime  Japanese 
crystals,  ex  Cassandra,  is  offering  at  8{m.  (3s.  6d  ). 

Oils  (Essential). — There  have  been  but  few  important 
changes  in  the  market  duriDg  the  past  week.  Star  anise  is 
unchanged,  holders  still  ask  16|m.  (7s.  6d.).  Cassia  without 
business.  Peppermint. — There  were  small  sales  of  H.  G. 
Hotchkiss  brand  last  week  at  ll^m.  to  llfm.,  12m.  being 
now  asked.  Japan  oil  remains  in  good  demand  ;  about 
1,100  kilos,  are  offered  at  the  very  low  price  of  8§m.  (3s.  9d.) 

Quinine. — Quite  neglected. 

Santonine  sells  very  slowly,  but  at  firm  prices,  viz.,  12|m. 
to  13m.  (5s.  9d.). 

Seeds. —  Cumin  remains  scarce  at  97m.  on  the  spot.  3fush 
unchanged  at  very  low  prices,  there  being  only  a  small 
inquiry  on  the  part  of  consumers.  Sahadilla  is  quiet,  and 
prices  without  change. 

Wax  (Vegetable). — Very  steady,  and  higher  prices  may 
be  expected,  the  supplies  being  short. 


LAST  MONTH'S  TRADE  STATISTICS. 


'HE  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  September  show  the  fol- 
lowing figures : — 

Imports. 

Sept.,  1886  Sept.,  1887 

Total  value   £28,898,505      ..  £27,191,594 

Exports. 

Sept.,  1886  Sept.,  1887 

British  and  Irish  produce     ..    £18,928,975       ..  £19,833,830 
Foreign  and  colonial  produce 

(partly  estimated)        ..       4,496,979      ..  4,553,464 

Below  are  the  details  affecting  drugs  and  chemicals : — 


Imports. 


Sept.,  1885 

Sept.,  1886 

Sept.,  1887 

Drugs,  unenumerated       , . 

value  £ 

72,984 

60,655 

46,456 

Chemical  manufactures  and 

products,  unenumerated 

value  £ 

98,810 

98,214 

105,167 

6,910 

5,440 

5,952 

value  £ 

5,375 

4,088 

4,952 

90,200 

52,307 

66,907 

Nitre  (nitrate  of  soda)  . . 

value  £ 

21,596 

13,413 

14,910 

..  cwt. 

110,370 

28,310 

54,249 

„     (nitrate  of  potash) 

value  £ 

60,280 

11,655 

23,131 

. .  cwt. 

47,414 

21,175 

24,599 

value  £ 

39,883 

18,315 

20,911 

22.500 

63,750 

38,270 

value  £ 

1,750 

5,130 

3,252 

7,180 

11,044 

8,604 

"Gum  Arabic.  .. 

value  £ 

43,217 

25,t37 

35,057 

4,637 

4,02* 

4,174 

Lac,  seed,  she'll,  stick,  and  dye 

value  £ 

14,541 

17,813 

20,462 

. .  cwt. 

7,599 

6,414 

3.969 

Spices—  " 

value  £ 

22,752 

16,924 

9,290 

191,606 

92,339 

168,717 

value  £ 

8,218 

3,331 

7,106 

1,796 

1,070 

646 

value  £ 

2,971 

1,694 

868 

5,893,414 

4,024,207 

4,701,345 

value  £ 

181,958 

127,861 

160,655 

Imports — continued. 


^>ept.,  looo 

bept.,  looo 

bept.,  loo  1 

Barks  and  tanning  materials — 

Bark  (for  tauners'  or  dyers'  use)  cwt. 

50,907 

23,300 

32,285 

»         »          >»  n 

value  £ 

22,048 

7,824 

13,510 

Aniline  dyes        ..  .. 

«  „ 

16,241 

21,973 

25,340 

31,570 

19,748 

23,227 

Other  coal-tar  dye*       . . 

109 

210 

660 

722 

946 

854 

value  £ 

4,329 

6,210 

5,434 

Cutch  and  gambier 

. .  tons 

2,590 

3,015 

2,537 

91                      »  "" 

value  £ 

53,483 

75,361 

62,050 

835 

1,200 

826 

value  £ 

11,825 

20,620 

14,617 

Madder,  madder  root,  garancine, 

1,262 

2,818 

1,426 

M  ,                 99  99 

value  £ 

l,59o 

3,120 

1,820 

1,989 

1,489 

1,574 

Chemicals  &  dyestuffs,  unen. 

value  & 

32,636 

21,079 

22,234 

168,734 

160,639 

123,361 

Oils- 

33,464 

6,933 

9,173 

value  £ 

51,261 

9,184 

11,199 

674 

1,308 

1,309 

value  £ 

26,786 

50,387 

43,636 

73,552 

98,533 

77,097 

value  £ 

95,618 

101,637 

75,729 

9,672,123 

3,965,723 

6,153,946 

value  £ 

292,177 

131,560 

168.070 

1,237 

1,262 

1,233 

,)         j,      •  *       •  • 

value  £ 

34,841 

33,215 

29,139 

Train,  blubber,  and  sperm 

. .  tuns 

3,2o5 

2,025 

1,402 

value  £ 

92,002 

50,699 

29,363 

»     ,  M 

64,847 

13,568 

32,591 

value  £ 

84,917 

19,078 

41,275 

Oils,  not  enumerated 

54,101 

71,620 

79,054 

Tallow  and  stearine 

. .  cwt. 

72,100 

75,461 

61,781 

value  £ 

101,776 

64,090 

73,634 

Exports. 


Sept.,  1885 

Sept.,  188t 

Sept.,  1887 

British  and  Irish  produce — 

614,330 

479,080 

541,165 

value  £ 

172,633 

140,108 

153,434 

Bleaching  materials 

. .  cwt. 

132,311 

126,869 

128,562 

value  £ 

44,504 

40,707 

48,380 

Drugs  and  medicinal  pre- 

parations, unenumerated 

•  •  »i 

64,928 

68,293 

68.2S9 

Other  chemicals  and  medi- 

ciual  preparations      . . 

» 

168,017 

176,419 

181,101 

130,599 

129,613 

139,635 

5,981 

4,479 

5,021 

value  £ 

138,776 

99,362 

109,346 

41,204 

35,143 

40,468 

value  £ 

46,587 

36,276 

37,903 

Painters'  colours  and  materials, 

unenumerated 

» 

104,055 

111,282 

121,427 

Foreign  and  Colonial  merchandise — 

9,007 

8,611 

10,017 

Chemicals,  unenumerated 

value  £ 

51.299 

39,729 

33,332 

•  •  n 

12,954 

9,471 

17,521 

657 

1,424 

508 

value  £ 

4,510 

9,291 

3,183 

Cutch  and  gambier 

. .  tons 

549 

1,237 

1,006 

value  £ 

14,418 

33,093 

26,853 

7,924 

3,046 

2,917 

value  £ 

28,252 

11,273 

10,987 

3,(66 

2,792 

2,336 

value  £ 

60,202 

55,304 

46  969 

Lac  (various  kinds) 

..  cwt. 

3,881 

7,75o 

8,551 

value  £ 

12,101 

23,1.01 

21,533 

3,894 

1,21b 

1,802 

value  £ 

7,614 

2,343 

3,068 

8,968 

12  5u7 

5,408 

value  £ 

12,975 

18,002 

7,150 

216 

209 

213 

value  £ 

10,193 

8,928 

8,859 

27,548 

65,3-2 

83,831 

value  £ 

36,386 

67,626 

80,713 

27,792 

24,780 

28,728 

value  £ 

1,462 

1.123 

1,222 

723,252 

603,9 --7 

252,538 

Nitre  (nitrate  of  potash) 

value  £ 

55524 

54,787 

24,623 

. .  cwt. 

2,255 

585 

973 

Spices,  cinnamon 

value  £ 

1,844 

591 

,  908 

. .  lbs. 

131,96! 

114,401 

155,600 

value  £ 

5,045 

5,121 

6,187 

3,727,7.6 

2,739,145 

3,193,800 

value  £ 

86.055 

82,6i>7 

102,741 

Tallow  and  stearine 

..  cwt. 

19,886 

29,617 

28,867 

value  £ 

26,410 

33,408 

33,530 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondent!. 

Always  send  your-  proper  name  and  address:  we  do  not  publish  them  unless 
you  wish. 

Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only ;  write  early;  and  devote  a  separate  sheet 
of  paper  to  each  query  if  you  ask  more  than  one,  or  if  you  are  writing 
about  other  matters  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  send  us  newspapers,  please  mark  what  you  wish  us  to  read. 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest:  ice  shall  do  our  best  to  reply. 

Before  writing  for  formula!  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you  have  it. 

Letters,  queries,  dr.,  not  noticed  in  this  issue  will,  if  possible,  be  attended  to 
next  week. 


Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's  Compliments. 

Silt, — The  remarks  which  fell  from  Dr.  Greenhow's  lips  in 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  for  his 
address  will  be  endorsed  by  every  chemist.  In  the  paragraph 
"  Past  and  Present,"  the  last  sixteen  lines  beginning  with  the 
words  "  Without  doubt,"  &c,  are  so  highly  complimentary 
that  I  think  chemists  should  make  an  effort  to  perpetuate 
them.  I  would  suggest  that  they  should  be  put  into  print  so 
that  we  should  be  able  to  order  500  at  a  nominal  price,  and 
circulate  them  amongst  our  friends  and  customers.  I  think 
there  would  be  a  large  demand  for  them  if  nicely  got  up 
and  printed  in  an  attractive  form,  with  "Extracts  from  Sir 
Dyce  Duckworth's  Speech,  October,  1887,"  as  a  heading. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

Stanmore.  Chaeles  Ed.  Owles 


Those  Homoeopaths  ! 

SlE, — If  Dr.  Duckworth's  remarks  on  homoeopathy  are  a 
fair  expression  of  his  opinion  of  us,  we  can  estimate  the 
value  of  his  evidence. 

I  fear  that  spite  has  taken  the  place  of  the  calm  judgment 
we  should  expect  from  a  gentleman  of  his  calibre  when  he 
says  that  "  homosopaths  have  contributed  nothing  to  phar- 
macy,"; yet  in  the  same  breath  he  gives  due  notice  that  he 
will  "  carefully  avoid  any  chemist  who  sells  homoeopathic 
medicines,"  for  he  "  considers  it  displaying  a  flag  of  distress 
to  vend  such  rubbish." 

I  do  not  know  how  druggists  will  take  this  dreadful 
threat,  but  as  they  are  mostly  under  the  thumb  of  autocratic 
doctors  they  must  take  in  their  "  flag  of  distress  "  or  suffer 
the  consequences. 

As  a  homoeopathic  chemist  I  hope  they  will,  for  "it  is 
very  improper  and  misleading  to  the  public." 

We  want  no  better  evidence  of  the  shoe  pinching  than  the 
wincing  of  Dr.  Duckworth  ;  the  public  demand  for  homoeo- 
pathic medicines  is  so  great  that  in  self-defence  our  opponents 
are  obliged  to  stock  them.  The  victory  is  ours,  and  I 
claim  it. 

The  learned  doctor  further  says  that  no  educated  phar- 
macist (nor,  I  suppose,  medical  man)  should  lend  himself  to 
the  propagation  of  this  erroneous  system.  No  doubt  he 
means  openly,  for  it  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  most  medi- 
cines effect  their  cures  upon  homoeopathic  laws. 

Hahnemann  did  not  make  the  law  of  "  Similia,"  nor 
Newton  gravitation ;  their  only  sin  is  pointing  them  out. 

If  homoeopathy  is  so  bad,  why  does  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton 
prig  our  remedies,  then  write  and  lecture  on  them  as  his  own  1 
Dr.  Duckworth  may  use  more  of  our  remedies  than  the  one 
he  mentions,  but  since  Dr.  Ringer,  Dr.  Brunton,  and  other 
lecturers  on  materia  medicahave  introduced  them,  he  may  be 
using  many  without  knowledge  of  their  origin,  therefore  will, 
of  course,  discard  "  the  rubbish." 

He  may  claim  that  aconite,  belladonna,  and  many  others 
were  used  long  before  homoeopathy  was  known ;  and  so  they 
were,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  were  abused. 

It  is  only  since  Hahnemann  very  quietly  pointed  out  the 
governing  law  of  "Similia"  that  any  one  has  been  able  to 


find  the  enormous  value  and  wide  range  of  many  medicines- 
hitherto  only  used  to  allay  pain  in  a  rough  manner. 

If  any  one  cares  to  prove  the  truth  of  these  statements  he 
can  do  so  by  getting  No.  15  of  the  Homoeopathic  League 
tracts,  price  2d.,  of  any  homoeopathic  chemist. 

Yours  faithfully, 

The  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  Oxford.       J.  H.  Jessop.. 


Sie, — Dr.  Dyce  Duckworth,  in  his  address  (or  sermon)  at 
the  Square  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  attack  homoeopathy. 

He  considers  it  very  improper  for  druggists  to  sell  homoeo- 
pathic medicines,  which  he,  in  very  gentlemanly  language, 
styles  "rubbish.'  He  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  trade  gene- 
rally for  the  insinuation. 

We  in  the  provinces  will,  I  am  sure,  be  very  grateful  to* 
the  worthy  doctor  if  his  advice  is  carried  out.  We  know 
the  public  will  have  our  medicines,  and  will  then  come  direct 
to  us  for  them,  even  though  they  are  dubbed  "rubbish";  but 
I  question  whether  the  pharmacists  will  be  willing  to  throw 
up  a  considerable  source  of  profit ;  they  will  be  more  likely 
to  tell  the  doctor  to  mind  his  own  business. 

Dr.  Duckworth  has  evidently  not  read  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton's- 
"  Text-book  of  Pharmacology,"  &c,  in  which  such  numerous- 
references  are  made  to  the  value  of  homoeopathic  medicines, 
or  he  would  hardly  have  used  the  term  "  rubbish."  His  con- 
frere may  "  consider  this  very  improper,"  as  it  certainly  is 
"  misleading  to  the  public." 

Yours  very  truly, 

A  Countey  Homoeopathic  Chemist 
and  AN  A.P.S.  (one  of  the  class  that 
the  doctor  is  "  entirely  content  to 
trust "). 


Glycerine  Jelly. 

Sie, — "  Heder's "  glycerine  jelly  is  improved  upon  with 
regard  to  its  clearness  by  using  no  essential  oil,  but  as- 


follows  :— 

Gelatine  (thin  French)         ..       ..       ..  3iv. 

Dissolve  by  aid  of  heat  in 

Aq.  destil  3v. 

Add 

Glyc.  boraeis      . .       . .   Jx. 

And  when  nearly  cold 

Aq.  rosa;  trip   .  •  3v. 


(I  added  5viiss.  of  the  last  item,  and  hkei  the  consistency 
better.)  Thus  made,  it  is  as  clear  as  pure  water,  and  quite 
sufficiently  scented  ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  perfect.  The  tint  of 
a  few  drops  of  saffron  water  for  amber  or  cochineal  for  rose 
makes  it  more  popular  still  with  many. 

"Alf."  (176/27.) 


Unsinkable  Cloth. 

Sie, — Some  time  ago  some  one  asked  in  your  journal  if: 
there  was  a  material  of  cloth,  &c,  which  on  being  made  into  a 
suit  would  prevent  the  wearer  from  sinking  in  water.  And  you 
thought  that  probably  the  invention  of  the  late  Bev.  W. 
Cowell  Brown  was  the  article  required,  and  asked  if  any  one 
knew  anything  of  it.  The  reverend  gentleman  was  a  guest 
of  mine  for  a  day  or  two  during  his  stay  in  Sheffield,  and  one 
morniEg  at  the  breakfast-table  he  pulled  out-  of  his  waistcoat 
pocket  what  appeared  to  be  a  small  bag  made  of  cotton  or 
linen,  and  threw  it  into  the  water-basin,  when  it  immediately 
became  inflated,  and  rose  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  where 
it  remained  for  a  long  time.  My  impression  was  that  in  the 
bag  was  a  powder  which  on  coming  into  contact  with  the 
water  formed  carbonic  acid  gas.  His  invention  or  idea  was- 
te insert  several  of  those  bags  between  the  linings  of  the- 
coat,  &c,  so  that  as  soon  as  a  person  got  into  the  water 
the  bags  would  at  once  become  inflated,  and  thus  buoy 
him  up.  Yours  truly, 

Worksop.  Geo.  W.  Jones. 


The  Patent-medicine  Act  and  Non-secret  Medicines 
Sib, — I  was  pleased  to  see  the  letter  of  "  B.  H.  &  Co.'' 
upon  this  subject  in  your  issue  of  the  8th.    It  is  surely 
stretching  the   Patent-medicine  Act  beyond  its  original 
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intent  to  tax  the  dissemination  of  useful  information  upon 
the  labels  attached  to  pharmacopoeial  and  other  non-private 
preparations.  To  give  the  dose  of  a  medicine  is  convenient 
to  the  public,  but  to  give  it  apart  from  its  properties  and 
occasions  may  be  frequently  misleading,  as  in  the  instances 
of  laudanum,  ipecacuanha  wine,  tr.  rhubarb,  &c.  For  the 
last-named  my  label  runs  thus — 

TINCTURE    OF  RHUBARB 

Dose.— As  a  Stomachic  in  Diarrhoea  from  undigested  food,  two 
or  three  teaspoonf  ills.  As  a  Purgative  in  Colic  with  Constipation, 
from  one  to  one  and  a  half  tablespoonf  al. 

Now  I  am  almost  afraid  that,  in  their  present  frame  of 
mind,  the  Somerset  House  authorities  might  consider  this 
label  liable. 

Undoubtedly  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  come  to 
the  front  and  represent  the  position  fairly  to  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  I  strongly  believe  if  they  did  so,  that  the  plain 
statement  of  uses,&c.,  upon  all  medicines  prepared  according 
to  openly-recognised  formulas  would  be  speedily  allowed. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  T. 


The  Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

SlE,— Your  Editorial  Note  on  my  letter  ("  Belfast  Phar- 
maceutical Chemist  ")  in  October  1  issue  is  certainly  not  very 
encouraging  to  the  "Old  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  and,  for  his 
sake,  it  should  not  go  without  reply.  You  state  clause  31  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  is  of  no  effect,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  chemists 
and  druggists,  if  read  in  conjunction  with  the  19th  section  ; 
and  as  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  it  cannot  be  read  otherwise 
than  subject  to  that  clause,  therefore  you  infer  that  persons 
who  were  in  business  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  cannot 
sell  poisons  legally  ;  but  by  the  same  clauses  I  hold  they  are 
legally  entitled  to  do  so.  The  first  part  of  clause  19  enacts 
that  the  following  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  take  effect 
until  the  approval  of  the  regulations  of  the  Council  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette.  The  publication  of  the  approval  by  the 
Privy  Council  has  taken  place,  and  therefore  covers  clause  31, 
which  only  refers  to  chemists  or  druggists  who  were  such  at 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  not  chemists  and  druggists 
created  under  this  Act,  which  makes  a  very  great  difference  ; 
and  the  remainder  of  clause  19  only  refers  to  chemists  and 
druggists  under  this  Act,  and  cannot  therefore  include 
chemists  or  druggists  who  were  in  existence  prior  to  an  Act 
which  gives  powers  to  create  an  entirely  new  body.  And 
further,  in  every  case  through  the  entire  Act  the  words 
"chemist  and  druggist  under  this  Act"  are  used,  except  in 
clause  31,  where  it  is  "  chemists  or  druggists  who  were 
practising  as  such,"  showing  plainly  that  they  are  entirely  a 
different  body  from  those  proposed  to  be  created,  and  there- 
fore do  not  come  under  the  later  part  of  clause  19. 

A  Belfast  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


Supplying  Medical  Men. 

SlE, — Having  recently  succeeded  in  getting  a  couple  of 
medical  men  to  deal  with  me,  instead  of  with  the  usual 
wholesale  druggist,  my  experiences  may  not  be  without  profit 
to  my  fellow-retailers  who  contemplate  extending  their 
business  in  1  his  direction.  I  supplied  some  oxymel  scilla?; 
but  a  complaint  was  made  that  there  was  something  wroDg 
with  it — it  was  so  light  in  colour  although  as  bright  as  sherry. 
My  procedure  in  making  this  is  as  follows  : — 

Heat  the  honey  to  212°,  and  carefully  skim.  Take  the 
required  weight  of  this,  mix  with  the  acetum  scilla?,  add  one 
grain  of  tannin  to  each  pound  of  honey,  heat  to  boiling  point, 
and  filter  through  a  moist  paper  filter.  Evaporate  in  a  water 
bath  to  the  required  consistence.  The  filtration  is  tedious, 
but  the  product  is  of  a  pale  sherry  colour  and  of  unexcep- 
tionable flavour.  How  do  the  wholesale  houses  get  the 
present  dusky-brown,  clear  product? 

My  next  experience  was  with  liq.  Donovani.  That  made 
by  myself  from  the  P.B.  formula  is  straw  yellow.  I  find  the 
wholesale  druggists  still  supply  the  colourless  solution. 

My  tincture  of  orange-peel  was  very  much  paler,  though 
superior  in  flavour.  The  same  was  the  case  with  my  tincture 
of  gentian  and  calumba. 

These  discrepancies  are  aniiojing,  and  I  nearly  lost  one  of 


my  new  customers,  whose  knowledge  of  pharmacy  was  not 
sufficient  to  allow  him  to  appreciate  my  humble  efforts,  whec 
they  were  opposed  to  the  practice  of  the  wholesale  trade. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Subscriber.  (173/12.) 

[It  is  a  matter  of  comnon  experience  that  extracts, 
infusions,  tinctures,  and  other  similar  preparations  as  made 
on  the  small  scale  are  lighter  in  colour  than  those  which  may 
be  purchased.  As  our  correspondent's  customers  gain  confidence 
in  him  they  will  have  the  more  faith  in  his  preparations,  and  he 
should  lose  no  opportunity  of  showing  that  he  is  competent, 
both  commercially  and  technically.  All  the  characteristics  of 
his  preparations  can  be  explained,  the  explanation  being 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  are  proper  preparations  ;  but  we- 
should  judge  of  the  Donovan's  solution  that  the  arsenium 
iodide  contains  free  iodine.  This  solution  should  be  colour- 
less.] 


Testing  Otto  of  Rose. 

Sir, — I  would  like  to  place  before  your  readers  a  simple- 
test  for  determining  the  parity  and  value  of  otto  of  rose, 
which  is  universally  adopted  by  distillers  and  dealers  in 
Bulgaria,  but  only  known  to  very  few  buyers  in  England. 
The  test  consists  in  pouring  |  oz.  to  §  oz.  of  otto  into  a  thin 
sample  bottle,  and  when  in  a  liquid  condition  to  place  the 
bottle  into  a  flat- bottomed  bowl  of  water  at  a  temperature  of 
65°  Fahr.  After  two  and  a  half  to  three  minutes  the 
bottle  may  be  taken  out  of  the  water,  when  the  otto  should 
be  in  a  congealed  mass  of  needle-shaped  crystals.  Ottc- 
answering  to  this  test  may  be  taken  as  a  standard,  and  for 
every  degree  of  temperature  lower  in  the  scale  under  similar 
conditions  the  value  decreases  4d.  to  6d.  per  oz.  Turkish.  1 
am  aware  that  by  adulteration  otto  can  be  made  to  congeal 
in  any  temperature,  but  when  put  to  this  test  any  admixture- 
is  easily  detected. 

The  sense  of  smell  will  not  detect  adulteration  of  less  than 
10  per  cent.,  but  by  the  simple  test  above  described  sophis- 
tication can  be  easily  determined  which  the  nose  cannot 
detect,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  otto  of  rose  would  dc- 
well  to  make  the  experiment. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

19  Ivy  Lane,  E.C.,  Oct.  7.       Geo.  P.  Baker.  172/57. 


Proprietary  Articles. 

Sir, — Your  recent  article  on  this  subject  contained  many 
useful  hints,  but  I  differ  from  you  on  the  putting-up  of  cod- 
liver  oil.  The  bottles  should  simply  have  a  nice  attractive 
label,  but  should  not  be  wrapped  or  enclosed,  as  customers 
invariably  expect  to  find  a  clear  oil,  free  from  deposit,  and 
like  to  view  it  when  purchasing.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  castor  oil,  chemical  food,  &c. 

Yours  faithfully, 

^Escolapius.  (64/175.) 


Ung.  Galla?  Co. 

Sir, — I  have  remarked  that  the  addition  of  1  drachm  off 
camphor  to  7  drachms  of  ung.  gallre  co.  makes  a  most 
effective  application  for  h:emorrhoids.  This  is  a  "  tip  "  for 
an  intending  advertiser  of  a  proprietary  article. 

In  spite  of  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth's  declamation,  we  must 
make  and  push  preparations  for  the  public.  But  I  believe 
that  chemists  give  a  good  quid  pro  quo.  I  know  a  North- 
Country  quack  who  advertises  a  cure  for  piles,  and  gives  a 
i-oz.  chip  box  of  what  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  ung. 
galla?  co,  for  2s.  6d.  This  is  the  kind  of  thing  that  discredits 
the  patent-medicine  business,  and  more  or  less  discredits  us 
as  "  distributors."  Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (175,56.) 


Butter  Powder. 

Sir, — In  Shropshire  farmers'  wives  use  saltpetre  to  make 
the  butter  come.  I  have  none  of  the  fashionable  powders  in 
stock,  but  should  be  glad  to  know  if  your  answer  to 
"  Preston  "  and  G.  Hulme  last  week  was  a  reply  to  a  query  as 
to  composition.  Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (175/56.) 

[A  sample  examined  had  the  compositicn  which  we  stated.] 
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Spices  and  Condiments. 

Sib, — The  plan  I  adopt  in  encouraging  this  trade  is  to 
insist  upon  the  importance  of  quality,  fine  flavour  being  the 
tine  qua  non  of  these  commodities.  It  is  impossible,  as  well 
as  undesirable,  to  compete  in  price  with  the  grocers,  &c,  but 
we  can  easily  beat  them  in  quality.  When  I  get  a  chance  I 
let  my  customers  know  about  adulterations,  show  them  my 
nutmegs,  prick  one  or  two  with  a  pin,  and  let  them  see  the 
oil  come  out,  then  ask  them  to  try  their  grocers'  samples 
in  the  same  way ;  draw  their  attention  to  the  difference 
between  cassia  and  cinnamon,  especially  in  the  powdered 
state,  and  so  on.  In  other  words,  let  them  know  that  you 
understand  this  branch  of  business,  and  their  confidence  will 
follow.  It  is,  of  course,  uphill  work,  and  requires  patience 
and  tact  to  ensure  success.  By  making  careful  note  of  the 
adulterations  frequently  reported  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  telling  your  customers  the  latest  dodge,  you 
will  raise  yourself  in  their  estimation,  and  to  my  mind  that 
is  the  one  thing  we  must  depend  upon  in  these  times.  Get 
your  customers  to  believe  in  you  and  to  trust  you,  and  a 
measure  of  success  is  sure  to  follow.       Yours  truly, 

H.  0.  (175/34.) 

[This  correspondent  sends  us  also  a  clever  announcement 
drawing  the  attention  of  "  refined  and  appreciative  house- 
keepers "  to  the  subject  of  spices  and  condiments,  and  point- 
ing out  that  "  good  seasoning,  or  bad,  makes,  indeed,  all  the 
difference  between  a  dinner  that  is  appetising  and  alluring 
and  one  that  is  vapid,  tasteless,  unattractive,  and  insipid. 
The  most  costly  viands  may  be  completely  spoilt  by  care- 
lessness in  flavouring,  while  the  plainest  food  obtains  a  relish 
when  judiciously  admixed  with  suitable  condiments."  The 
opening  of  this  circular  is  so  effective  that  we  take  the 
liberty  of  quoting  it  as  a  sample  of  how,  in  our  opinion,  such 
circulars  should  be  presented : — "  '  It's  the  seasonin'  as  does 
it  !  '  says  the  immortal  Sam  Weller,  quoting  the  dictum  of 
his  old  friend  Brooks,  the  pieman ;  and  happy  would  it  be 
for  many  a  family  if  this  philosophic  aphorism  were  more 
widely  realised  and  carried  out.  The  seedy  individual,  too, 
who  once  went  into  a  London  cookshop  and  said,  '  I  want 
two  penn'orth  of  beef,  and  please  to  cut  it  with  a  hammy 
knife,'  was  another  culinary  philosopher,  whose  worldly  sur- 
roundings were,  unhappily,  not  in  accordance  with  his  artistic 
soul."] 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


{The  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  subjects  dis- 
cussed under  this  heading.'] 

An  Effervescing  Mixture. 

Sir, — Accepting  your  correspondent's  invitation,  I  venture 
my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  above. 

From  the  prescription  I  should  presume  that  the  prescriber 
would  be  found  at  the  bedside ;  and  would  seek  him  there  or 
elsewhere.  If  I  did  not  find  him  I  would  make  inquiries 
from  the  nurse  what  instructions  had  been  left  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  the  medicine.  Probably  she  could 
throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  If  not,  I  would  under- 
take the  responsibility  myself  and  dispense  the  mixture  as 
follows  : — 

Potass,  bicarb  3ij.  3ij. 

Est.  ergotEe  liq.   3ij.  Tllxl. 

Potass,  brom  3j.  9j. 

Aquae  ad   Jviij. 

M.   Ft.  mist,  alkaliua.  Capiat  3j.  quaqufi  hora, in  effervescen.  c. 
3j.  inist.  acida  sequent. 

Acid,  citric.   3ij. 

liact.  cardam.  co.   Sj. 

Aquas   ivij. 

51.   Pt.  mist,  acida. 

Here  I  have  presumed  the  "  oz.  "  of  tincture  in  the  original 
an  error  for  a  "  drachm."  But  at  best  it  is  a  nasty  mixture  ; 
the  effervescence  would  only  bring  out  more  markedly  the 
nauseous  taste  of  the  ergot,  whilst  the  citric  acid  would 
liberate  a  little  hydrobromic  acid  by  reaction  with  the  bromide 
of  potash,  and  the  cardamoms  would  diffuse  (instead  of 
cover)  the  unpleasant  eructations.       Yours  truly, 

West  Bromwich.  Dudley  Gill. 


[The  acid  may  be  sent  out  as  powders,  15  grains  in  each, 
enveloped  in  waxed  paper.  To  the  prescribed  ingredients 
for  an  8-oz.  mixture  add  160  grains  of  bicarbonate  of  potash, 
and  direct  a  powder  to  be  added  to  each  dose  of  the  mixture. 
5j.  of  tr.  cardam.  co.  is  meant. — Ed.  C.  $  D.~] 


Sir, — Has  your  correspondent  given  the  correct  quantities  ? 
The  ergot  and  bromide  are  quite  disproportionate  to  the 
quantity  of  tincture  ordered.  I  should  have  put  them  into 
the  alkaline  solution,  and  directed  a  dose  to  be  taken  every 
hour.  In  this  locality  the  acid  is  usually  sent  out  in  a  4-oz. 
solution  with  a  tablespoonful  dose. 

Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (175/56.) 

Liniment  Query. 

Dissolve  the  chloroform  in  the  turpentine ;  add  very 
gradually  to  lin.  pot.  iodidi  c.  sapone  (previously  heated 
gently  till  of  a  creamy  consistency)  placed  in  a  warm  Wedg- 
wood mortar.  Triturate  until  thoroughly  incorporated.  Pro- 
cess must  be  quickly  performed  to  prevent  evaporation  of  the 
chloroform.    '  Spes.  (171/70.) 

Sir, — I  have  found  the  following  to  be  the  most  satisfac- 
tory method  of  making  up  the  formula  given  by  "  Roines." 
Operating  on  a  quarter  of  the  quantities,  I  mixed  2  grains 
pulv.  tragac.  with  the  turpentine  and  chloroform.  Then  the 
liniment  was  rubbed  smooth  with  4  grains  of  potas.  carb.  and 
1  drachm  of  water,  and  put  into  a  stoppered  bottle  contain- 
ing the  other  ingredients,  and  the  result  was  a  smooth  and 
inseparable  cream,  which  did  not  become  discoloured.  I 
tried  other  methods,  making  emulsions  with  soap,  adeps,  &c, 
but  in  each  case  there  was  a  separation  on  standing,  with  a 
reduction  of  the  iodide.  Yours  truly, 

Heder.  (175/56.) 


Collodion  and  Ext.  Belladonna. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  us  the  best  way  to  dispense  the 
following  prescription  1  We  find  a  difficulty  in  turning  it 
out  satisfactorily  : — 


Ext.  belladonna? 
Collodion 
Misce. 


?r.  10 


Northern.  (172/77.) 


[Triturate  the  extract  with  a  drachm  of  rectified  spirit, 
strain,  and  add  to  3  drachms  of  collodion  made  with  the 
ether  only.] 


Plumbi  Diacet. 

Sir, — What  preparation  of  lead  should  be  dispensed  in  the 
following  prescription  : — 

Plumbi  diacet.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  9ij. 

Acid,  carbolic  3j. 

Aq.  laurocerasi   . .  $vj. 

M.   Ft.  lotio. 

P.  B. 

[Judging  from  the  expression  "  9ij.,"  we  should  say  ordi- 
nary acetate  of  lead.] 


Lotion  or  Paste  ? 

Sir, — Here  is  a  "  sweet "  thing  in  applications.  I  would 
like  to  know  how  some  of  your  "  knowing  ones  "  would  dis- 
pense it,  and  what  it  would  be  like  when  finished : — - 

01.  oliTfe  . .      . .    3xij. 

Aq.  calcis  ad     ..    Sir. 

Zinci  oxyd.       ,.       ..    3j- 

Pulv.  amyli    •   5j. 

Ft.  lotio.   To  be  applied  freely  for  eczema. 

The  oil  and  lime-water  to  be  well  mixed  first,  and  the  zinc  and  starch  tp 
be  added. 

E.  B.  K.  (174/60.) 
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A  Query. 

Sib, — I  am  not  sure  that  "  Cymro's "  query  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative,  but  a  permanent  solution  may  be 
made  by  the  addition  of  8  grains  of  citric  acid. 

Tours  truly, 

Heder.  (175/56.) 


Chloride  of  Zinc  Lotion. 

Sin, — I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  your  opinion  on  the 
following  and  such  like  prescriptions  : — 

Zinc,  cblor.   3ss. 

Aq  3j. 

Ft.  lotio. 

I  sent  out  just  as  written — not  clear — as  the  zinc.  chl.  will 
not  dissolve  even  in  aq.  dest.  It  was  returned  next  day  by 
the  patient,  with  the  remark  that  the  doctor  was  not  satisfied, 
as  it  should  be  clear.  Yours  truly, 

Manager.  (175/24.) 

[Chloride  of  zinc  always  contains  a  little  insoluble  oxy- 
chloride.  A  few  drops  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  dissolve 
it,  but  the  best  plan  is  to  keep  a  clear  solution  of  the  salt 
(1  in  2),  or  filter  the  f  ieshly-prepared  solution  through  glass- 
wool  or  pyroxylin.] 


Camphor  and  Chloroform. 

Sir, — I  am  in  the  habit  of  making  a  stock  mixture  for  a 
doctor's  dispensary,  consisting  of  chloroform  m.  192,  and 
mist,  camph.  ad  80  oz. ;  after  this  has  stood  a  few  hours  I 
find  a  deposit  of  large,  heavy,  oily,  colourless  drops  at  the 
bottom.  Can  you  please  give  me  the  nature  of  this  reaction 
and  the  name  of  the  body  produced  ;  if  so  you  will  greatly 
oblige,  Yours  truly, 

Camphora.  (175/28). 

[We  have  observed  this  phenomenon.  It  is  not  a  case  of 
chemical  decomposition,  but  of  the  difference  in  the  affinity 
of  camphor  for  the  solvent  chloroform  and  the  solvent  water. 
The  oily  drops  are  a  solution  of  camphor  in  chloroform,  some- 
what similar  in  character  to  camphor  and  chloral,  and  they 
do  not  dissolve  becaiase  water  has  not  the  power  to  overcome 
the  affinity  between  the  chloroform  and  camphor.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 

29/172.  P.  B. — As  Gregory's  powder  appears  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia as  a  synonym  for  pulv.  rhei  co.,  we  have  no 
doubt  it  is  illegal  to  prepare  and  sell  as  such  a  preparation 
made  by  any  other  formula.  We  should  expect  a  convic- 
tion could  be  obtained,  if  the  offence  were  proved,  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  no  doubt  a  penalty  of  51. 
could  be  recovered  if  sued  for  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
under  the  15th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  [2.]  We  should 
not  consider  it  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  penalty  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  to  describe  as  "  methylated  " 
a  liniment  so  prepared,  presuming  the  liniment  to  be  one  of 
those  which  are  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  to 
be  prepared  with  methylated  spirit.  The  result  of  a  prose- 
cution in  such  a  case  would,  however,  be  quite  doubtful. 


55/175.  Inquirer  asks  whether  it  is  illegal  to  offer  prizes 
for  competition  as  follows: — Customers  purchasing  a  speciality 
to  have  a  coupon  given  them,  and  to  state  thereon  a  guess  to 
nearest  number  of  pills  contained  in  a  vessel  placed  in  shop 
window  ? 

_  [We  do  not  see  anything  illegal  in  a  competition  of  that 
kind.  The  offer  that  was  considered  illegal  was  to  give  a 
piece  of  jewellery,  or  a  piece  of  money,  in  one  out  of  every 
hundred  or  thousand  packets  of  sweets  or  other  articles. 
That  was  a  lottery  pure  and  simple  ;  the  guessing  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.] 


70/172.  A  person  who  was  in  business  before  1868  can 
still  get  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  if  he  can  pro- 
duce the  required  evidence ;  that  is,  he  will  have  to  get  a 
declaration  signed  by  a  medical  man  or  a  magistrate  who 


can  declare  the  fact  from  his  personal  knowledge.  A  fee  of 
51.  5s.  will  have  to  be  paid.  Application  must  be  made  to 
the  Registrar,  17  Bloomsbury  Square. 


74/172.  Alb. — You  will  find  the  particulars  you  require 
concerning  the  veterinary  profession  in  our  Educational  Num- 
ber (September  17). 


35/176.  J.  D.  W. — We  cannot  say  how  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  would  regard  your  placard.    Why  not  ask  them  1 


28/176.  Retail  Chemist.— In  1880  we  published  a  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  informing  us  that,  though 
the  sale  of  any  quantity  of  spirit  by  unlicensed  persons  was 
not  authorised  by  law,  they  (the  Board)  would  not  prohibit 
the  sale  by  chemists  to  medical  and  scientific  persons  of 
quantities  not  exceeding  8  oz.  for  purposes  of  medical  and 
scientific  research. 


3/23.  To  ascertain  whether  a  word  has  been  previously 
registered,  you  must  either  pay  Is.  for  a  search,  or  you  can 
apply  for  registration  yourself,  paying  5s.,  which  you  will 
lose  if  the  word  is  already  on  the  register. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

174/64.  J.  Gibson. — Your  German  recipe  is  for  eye-water, 
and  is  valerian  water,  fennel  water,  and  rosemary  water,  of 
each  1  gramme. 

The  valerian  water  is  made  by  shaking  2  drops  of  the  es- 
sential oil  with  100  grammes  of  tepid  water  ;  rosemary  water 
may  be  made  in  the  same  way.  Fennel  water  by  distilling 
30  parts  of  water  from  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  the  bruised 
fruit  and  50  or  60  of  water. 


174/46.  Perplexed—  Kerosine  (for  burning  purposes)  is 
not  capable  of  deodorisation.  Its  odour  is  to  some  extent 
"  refined  "  by  redistillation. 


173/38.  D.  J.  L.—li  you  add  to  each  pint  of  your  iron 
and  quinine  mixture  §  oz.  of  spirit  of  chloroform  you  will 
find  that  it  will  keep  better. 


173/15.  Oviform. — We  have  not  examined  the  machinery 
with  which  ovoid  pills  are  made,  but  presume  that  the  secret 
is  in  the  cutters.  If  these  provide  a  greater  space  between 
the  cutting  edges  than  the  depth,  an  ovoid  pill  will  be  the 
result. 


175/4.  Signor  vel  Bono. — The  washing  fluid,  composed  of 
ammonia,  soap,  and  turpentine,  for  which  we  have  repeatedly 
given  a  formula,  brightens  colours,  but  we  know  of  nothing 
which  will  restore  all  colours. 


171/61  and  174/3.  Apprentices  (Swaffham  and  Aberyst- 
with). — Sublimed  sulphur  is  called  flowers  of  sulphur  because 
it  forms  flower-like  arrangements  in  the  sublimate  receiver. 
"  Flour  of  sulphur "  is  incorrect.  A  chilblain  remedy  was 
given  last  week,  page  458.  We  know  of  nothing  but  good 
feeding  and  exercise  to  prevent  the  skin  becoming  "  dark 
blue"  on  exposure  to  cold. 


172/16.  Wanganui. — We  gave  a  formula  for  herb  beer 
extract  last  week,  page  470.  Several  formula?  will  be  found 
in  last  volume.  Cement. — An  excellent  article,  similar  to 
several  popular  kinds,  is  made  by  soaking  1  oz.  of  isinglass 
in  2  oz.  of  water;  add  4  oz.  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  a  drachm 
or  two  of  powdered  mastic,  and  dissolve  by  the  aid  of  heat. 


J.71/51.  Oxymuriatis.—ttop  Substitute — The  following 
is  good  for  home-brewed  beer: — Gentian  (sliced),  £  oz. ; 
orange  peel,  quillaia  (in  coarse  powder),  Irish  moss  (chopped 
small),  and  buchu,  of  each  |f  oz.  Mix.  Sufficient  for  6  gallons 
of  beer.    Quillaia  is  best  for  giving  beer  a  "  head." 
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171/46.  Astutamt. — Whit9  Cement  (for  marble).- -Di- 
gest 2  oz.  powdered  white  shellac  in  4  oz.  of  methylated 
spirit  at  a  gentle  heat  until  dissolved,  and  before  applying  to 
the  marble  mix  with  it  a  little  precipitated  chalk  or  powdered 
marble.  We  presume  that  L.  C.  S.  A.  means  Lc.S.A. — 
Licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  "Assistant"  wishes 
details  from  personal  experience  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
examination  for  assistants.    Can  anyone  oblige  him  ? 


172/48.  H.  E. — The  following  is  a  Glasgow  formula  for 
Chillie  Paste  : — Macerate  8  oz.  of  powdered  capsicum  in 
32  oz.  of  olive  oil  for  three  days ;  strain,  press,  filter,  warm, 
and  add  to  it  6  oz.  of  melted  spermaceti.  "  Smedley's  "  paste 
is  said  to  be  the  property  of  Hirst,  Brookes  &  Hirst. 


172/68.  Toothache. — We  gave  full  details  of  the  use  of 
cocaine  for  teeth  extraction  in  our  issue  of  May  1,  1886. 


Quintum. — In  four  different  places  I  have  been,  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  country,  ung.  plumbi  acet.  has  been  used. 

Eboe. 


173/26.  J.  W.  S. — Vin  de  Baudon  (a  wine  largely  used 
in  France  as  a  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil). — From  the  sample 
of  this  which  you  have  sent  we  judge  that  its  active  consti- 
tuent is  phosphate  of  lime.  The  following  formula  may 
afford  a  similar  article : — 

Phosphate  of  lime  160  grs. 

Hydrochloric  acid     . .       . .       . .       . .  3iS3. 

Glycerine       ..       ..       ..       ..      ..  Jij. 

"Water  2j. 

Syrup  Jiij. 

Sherry,  to  make        ..       ..       ..       ..  Oj. 

Mix  the  phosphate  with  the  water,  add  the  acid,  dissolve  and  add  the 
other  ingredients.   Shake  well,  allow  to  stand  for  a  day  or  two,  and  filter. 


Prices  of  B.P.C.  Preparations. — JEsculapius  (64/75)  sug- 
gests that  it  would  be  of  special  interest  to  country  sub- 
scribers to  state  the  prices  at  which  the  preparations  of  the 
B.P.C.  (for  which  formula;  have  recently  appeared)  are  being 
dispensed  or  retailed. 


34/176.  J.  H.  H.—  All  wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters 
supply  the  goods  you  name. 


175/9.  Lewis  Oug%, —  Wood  Naphtha  is  obtained  as  a 
by-product  in  the  destructive  distillation  of  wood  for  the 
manufacture  of  acetic  acid.  It  comes  over  with  the  acetous 
distillate,  and  is  afterwards  freed  from  it  by  neutralising  and 
redistilling.  The  principal  constituent  of  wood  naphtha  is 
methyl  alcohol  (CH40),  acetone  is  the  next,  and  a  host  of 
bodies  are  also  present  in  small  quantity.  Mineral  naphtha 
is  also  a  mixture  of  bodies,  but  consists  chiefly  of  paraffins 
and  defines  of  low  boiling-point,  pentane,  C5H,2,  and  pentene, 
C5H8,  being  the  principal  of  them.  You  adopted  the  usual 
•way  for  preparing  the  skull,  but  your  alkaline  solution  was 
too  strong. 


175/8.  CJiocolate. — You  will  find  a  formula  for  tooth-soap 
in  our  last  volume,  page  182.  We  do  not  have  a  formula  for 
"  melanyl." 


175/20.  A  Subscriber  (Alnwick). — As  long  as  the  zinc 
remains  on  the  galvanised-iron  tank  you  may  keep  turpentine 
in  it  without  fear  of  coloration,  but  the  zinc  comes  off  in  the 
course  of  time.    Turpentine  would  dissolve  a  shellac  varnish. 


175/60.  Geo.  Brown.  —  We  gave  particulars  regarding 
dulcified  spirits  of  salt  some  weeks  ago.  Weak  lime-water 
is  rarely  used  as  an  eye-lotion. 


173/22.  Patlander. — Husband's  Magnesia  is  a  brand  of 
calcined  magnesia  much  used  in  the  United  States  ;  Murray's 
is  ranked  higher  than  it. 
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173/21.  Prox. — We  cannot  undertake  the  analysis  of 
urine  for  correspondents.  If  you  read  the  article  on  "The 
Analysis  of  Urine,"  in  our  issue  of  July  30,  you  will  get  all 
the  information  you  require.  See  also  Legg's  "  Guide  to  the 
Analysis  of  Urine."    (Lewis,  2s.  6d.) 

171/65.  TorksMr email. — -Books  on  Electroplating. — 
Watt's  "  Electro-deposition "  (Crosby  Lockwood,  12s.  6d.), 
Urquhart's  "Electroplating"  (same,  5s.),  Napier's  "Electro- 
metallurgy" (Griffin,  7s.  6d.).  Please  consult  our  advertise- 
ment pages  for  the  other  information,  and  try  a  few  of  the 
firms. 

19/9.  C.  Saunders. — Assaying  of  Metals. — Mitchell's 
Manual  (5th  ed.  Longmans,  31*.  6(7.)  is  a  most  comprehen- 
sive English  work.  Lee  Brown's  Manual  (Sargent  &  Co., 
Chicago,  $2.50)  is  a  small  work  of  an  ^equally  practical 
character.    It  might  be  got  through  Lippincott. 


25|175.  Wholesale. — You  will  get  what  you  want  from 
some  of  the  glass-bottle  makers  who  advertise  in  this  journal. 


174/69.  Water. — Heisch's  sugar  test  for  the  presence  of 
sewage  contamination  in  potable  waters  is  to  add  10  grains 
of  pure  and  crystallised  sugar  to  6  oz.  of  the  suspected 
sample,  and  to  keep  it  iu  a  warm  place  (803  F.),  when,  if  the 
water  is  not  pure,  turbidity  occurs,  and  fungoid  growths  are 
developed.  In  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Lott  before  the 
Birmingham  section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
there  is  recorded  that  the  odour  of  butyric  fermentation 
which  attends  this  fungoid  development  accompanies  the 
presence  of  phosphates.  He  summarises  his  results  as 
follows : — 

1.  Any  water  undergoing  butyric  fermentation  when 
simply  heated  with  cane  sugar  and  kept  at  a  temperature  of 
about  80°  F.,  may  be  at  once  condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic 
use. 

2.  The  single  fact  of  a  water  not  undergoing  butyric 
fermentation  is  no  proof  of  its  purity. 

3.  A  water  which  remains  clear  under  this  treatment 
would  be  certainly  less  likely  to  be  contaminated  by  sewage 
than  one  which  became  milky,  and  he  doubts  the  possibility 
of  unoxidised  sewage  matter  being  in  a  water  which  remained 
quite  clear. 

4.  The  butyric  fermentation  is  not  perceptibly  influenced 
by  the  presence  of  abnormal  amounts  of  chlorine,  free 
ammonia,  albumin,  sulphates  and  nitrates  in  a  water,  but 
is  a  very  accurate  indicator  of  the  presence  of  phosphoric 
acid. 


Information  "Wanted. 

[Replies  to  the  following  requests  are  solicited  by  correspon- 
dents of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.] 

168/54.    Recipe  for  "  Cheshire  Bottle." 

64/175.  Maker  of  Peach  Blossom  Perfume,  or  London 
agent. 


A  Russian  Authority  has  published  results  of  experi- 
ments with  peat  as  a  deodoriser.  It  has  a  wonderful  power 
of  absorbing  moisture,  1  lb.  of  it  (containing  25  per  cent, 
of  water)  having  absorbed  seven  and  a  half  times  its  weight. 
A  hundred  pounds  of  the  powdered  peat  will  absorb  1,438 
litres  of  ammonia. 

The  latest  device  for  preventing  mistakes  in  dispensing 
has  been  patented  in  the  United  States.  It  consists  of  a 
box,  the  size  and  shape  of  a  paper-collar  box,  with  a  flexible 
top  upon  which  the  bot  tle  or  poison-container  is  placed.  When 
removed,  the  expansion  causes  a  bell  fitted  in  the  interior  to 
strike,  thus  warning  the  dispenser. 

Magnesium  Light  for  Photographic  Purposes  is 
now  made  by  mixing  12  parts  of  chlorate  of  potash,  6  parts 
of  magnesium  powder,  and  1  part  of  prussiate  of  potash. 
The  powder  burns  with  a  flash,  lasting  only  from  i  to  i  of 
a  second,  and  yields  a  more  intense  light  than  when  wire  or 
ribbon  is  used. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


